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Copy of letter to the Chancellor of Melbourne University, re Hostel. 

Dear Sir Anthony Brownless, 

Loretto Abbey, 
Ballarat. 

22 July 1895 

I do not know if you remember my writing to you some time ago 
about a Catholic Host~l in connection with the University. His 
Grace the Archbishop was spoken to regarding it by the Superior 
of· the Loretto Convent, ~lbert Park, and I understood from her 
that His Grace was ver~favourably inclined towa~ds it, but in a 
letter I received from him later, he. says he fears "it would 
excite adverse criticism", and be a failure. He rather recommends 
the youn~ ladies to lodge wherever they like and attend the 
University or our schools. 

They will not do this I feel quite certain. They come back 
here to the Boarding School for Matriculation, but if they wish 
to go on farther with their studies, they seem to think there is 
nothing for thed! ~ but ·to go to _some of the Protestant Institutions, 
as they say we Batholics have none. At present there is a house, . 
17 Burlington Terrace, Lansdowne Street, East Melbourne, rented 
by my sister, Miss Barry, and a sister of our late Bishop, Dr. 
O'Connor, Mrs. Murtagh these ladies have taken the house for 
the winter season, and to oblige us, would accommodate two or three 
young lady:students & with good brains. 

The expense of board & lodging £1 a week & College fees 
would alone be required. I think this is a chance to make a 
beginning without any great outlay, that we Catholics should not 
lose. If it were once begun and succeeded in attracting students, 
it might lead to something else of more importance and everyone to 
whom I spoke, amongst whom were 2 Bishops, approved of it, but the 
great drawback is £. s. d. The wonder worker, st. Anthony, has 
been asked to find that for us. 

Whether it ever comes to anything or not, we intend this' year, 
D.V., to take a new step in advance for the good of our young people 
here, both Nuns and Pupils, and we have invited a Miss Bell, from 
Cambridge to come here and assist us to establish the newest and 
best Methods in our High and Primary Schools. Miss'Bell is a good 
Catholic, and a personal friend of mine. She was in the University 
Dublin before going to Cambridge, and you will see by the enclosed 
letter what Miss Hughes, who is an authority in Educatmon thinks 
of her. I also send copy of Miss Bell's last letter to me. She 
entertains very large ideas of our future Catholic Ladies' College. 
Would to God they could be realised. The Ma~hester meeting will 
interest you, I think, and I will only say now if you know of any 
lady student desirous of a nice Catholic Home whilst in Melbourne, 
you can kindly direct her to 17 Burlington Terrace, where she will 
have every care and attention. With kindest regards from all the 
Community here, believe me, dear Sir Anthony, 

Faithfully in J.C., 
M.6; B. 
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