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Jl:y dear Lord, 

Loretto, Mary's Mount, 
Whit Monday, 

3rd June lb95 

I did not like to intrude on your time for the last month. 
Knowing you were engaged on a subject of great importance, but now 
that it has been brought to so glorious an ending, I am going to 
trouble Your Grace about a little matter that Mother Berchmans of 
Loretto Albert Park mentioned to you the last time you were there. 
You may remember she spoke to you, my Lord, about an humble attempt 
to establish a Catholic Ladies Hostel for girls who desire to 
pursue their studies in connection with the University, and at the 
same time under the safe protection of the Church and in Catholic 
home atmosphere. I have been informed that Your Grace approves 
of the project, and kindly gave your permission to make a trial. 
Now before taking any aecisive step, I would like to put before 
Your Grace the plan we had in view for a beginning, and if Your 
Grace approve of it, we can try it, but if any other way seems 
better to your mind, we will most gladly adopt it, and feel 
grateful for the suggestion. As the students of this Hostel will 
have to attend Lectures at the University and some classes ~n the 
Day School, whilst at the same time they would probably require 
rather more liberty out of study hours than would be compatible 
with the regularity of conventual life, I thought the Hostel would 
be better under the management of competent Secular ladies who 
would at the same time carry out Your Grace's views and those of 
the Nuns regarding the young ladies in their charge. Such persons 
seem to be to our hand here in the person of Mrs. Murtagh, sister 
to our late dear Bishop Dr. O'Connor, and a Miss Barry, sister of 
my own. 

It is the same to these ladies to live in Melbourne as in Ballarat 
and they are willing and anxious to devote their time and energies 
to any good cause. They intend to take a furnished house in ~';el bourne 
for the winter and we can make use of it for a Ladies Hostel if we 
like to do so. It would be a beginning without any outlay on our 
part, and if it succeeded would perhaps lead to something more. 

If YOur Grace would give it your Patronage and kindly suggest 
the form of a Prospectus and a plan of studies to be pursued, I 
would have no fear for the ~ostel after the first difficulties ~had 
been surmounted with the help of God and Our Blessed Lady. 

1e have been looking for a suitable house, but up to the present 
the best seems one to-let, fully furnished, in Gipps Street, East 
~';el bourne there was one. nearly opposi te to the Uni versi ty, 
but it was taken after a few days. Ther.e were others in every. way 
suitable but too far out of town. 
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Do you, my Lord, think the house in Gipp's Street would do? 
is quite near the Protestant Bishop, Dr.Go~~ House!. 

I must not6~espass on your Grace longer. I would not do so 
all only I Know the great interest you take in the advancement 
Catholic Education~ 

Believe ~e, my dear Lord 
Your devoted child in Christ, 

Mary J. Gonzaga Barry I.B.V.M. 

To His Grace" 
Mo~t Rev. Dr. Carr, 
St. Patrick's Cathedral, 
,East Mel bourne. 

Posted 4th June 1895. 
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