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Mary Ward’s 
Women



400 Years
of the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

In 2009-2011 the Loreto Sisters celebrate 400 years 
since Mary Ward began her work. They rejoice in and 
honour the vision, courage and commitment of their 
founder and her legacy of sisters and schools on every 
continent, hundreds of thousands of students past and 
present, countless volunteers, colleagues and friends 
across the globe; and social justice and education 
missions that serve the vulnerable, disadvantaged and 
voiceless around the world.

Her followers today work in every continent and try to 
live by her ideals, promoting the gifts of women in 
"freedom, justice and sincerity", in a way of life that 
places emphasis on reflection and action, to serve the 
gospel "wherever the need is greatest".



Mary Ward (1585-1645), was an 
Englishwoman from Yorkshire who founded 
the Loreto Sisters. She was a progressive 
and visionary woman of her time who 
believed “women in time to come would do 
much”. 

She believed that women and men were of equal intellect -
a brave assertion at the time - and that they should be 
educated equally. 

Mary Ward pioneered a new form of religious life for 
women (without the constraints of the traditional cloister) –
a female version of the Jesuits. 

Together with her followers she set up schools across 
England and Europe. By remaining faithful to her insights, 
she was condemned, those who joined her were disbanded 
and the Institute suppressed. Despite persecution and 
scandals about her way of religious life her vision and 
values live on today – in Australia and around the world. 
She is often described as a “model for all time”.
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1. The River Ure at Mary Ward’s birthplace, Mulwith in 
Yorkshire.  
Mary Ward was born on 23rd January 1585.
Photo from ‘Go Close to You’ IBVM/Congregation of Jesus Publication 2007 

2. The Gunpowder Plot Conspirators fromThe Gunpowder Plot Conspirators from
the failed conspiracy to blow up the Houses of Parliament and the failed conspiracy to blow up the Houses of Parliament and 
assassinate James I on 5th November 1603.  assassinate James I on 5th November 1603.  
Mary Ward was connected to the conspirators through either Mary Ward was connected to the conspirators through either 
marriage or family friendship.marriage or family friendship.

3.3. Mary Ward with Barbara Mary Ward with Barbara BabthorpeBabthorpe and a friend at and a friend at OsgodbyOsgodby
with Margaret Garrett who was a great influence in Marywith Margaret Garrett who was a great influence in Mary’’s s 
call to religious life.call to religious life.
The Painted Life The Painted Life ©© GeistlichesGeistliches ZentrumZentrum MariaMaria
Ward Augsburg, Ward Augsburg, FotoFoto Tanner, Tanner, NesselwangNesselwang

4. Mary Ward as a small child in her parentMary Ward as a small child in her parent’’s home in s home in MulwithMulwith.  .  
She was sent away at four years old to live with her She was sent away at four years old to live with her 
grandmother.  grandmother.  
It is thought that this may have been because she could have It is thought that this may have been because she could have 
revealed that there were priests hiding in the house.revealed that there were priests hiding in the house.
The Painted Life The Painted Life ©© GeistlichesGeistliches ZentrumZentrum MariaMaria
Ward Augsburg, Ward Augsburg, FotoFoto Tanner, Tanner, NesselwangNesselwang
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5. The Paradeiserhaus in Munich, home of the 
Englischen Fraulein (Institute of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary) from 1627-1809. 
From Immolata Wetter’s ‘Grosse Gestalten des Gloubens, Mary 
Ward’, pub.1985 Aschaffenburg

6. Winifred Wigmore
Mary Ward’s closest friend and founder of a number 
of houses. 
Oil Painting in Augsburg Convent

7. Mary Poyntz established a house in Paris and in 1662 
founded the Institute house in Augsburg. 
Oil Painting in the IBVM Convent Hampstead

8. The Open Circle - Mary Ward and first companions, 
Susan Rookwood, Catherine Smith, Jane Browne, 
Mary Poyntz and Winifred Wigmore, take their last 
meal together in England before embarking for 
Flanders. 
The Painted Life The Painted Life ©© GeistlichesGeistliches ZentrumZentrum Maria Ward Augsburg, Maria Ward Augsburg, FotoFoto
Tanner, Tanner, NesselwangNesselwang
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9. Mary Ward travelled to Rome in 1621 to see 
Pope Gregory XV.  She and her companions 
travelled 1500 miles over the Alps on foot to 
seek approval for her Institute.
St .Peters' Rome by Viviano Codazzi

10. Mary Ward wore pilgrim clothes as protection 
against robbers.  She began her journey in 
late October as the cold weather was 
closing in.
From a 1733 painting in the IBVM Convent in Augsburg

11. Mary Ward’s Pilgrim’s Hat
Augsburg Convent

12. Mary Ward’s Travelling Shoes
Augsburg Convent

13. Map of Mary Ward’s extensive journeys 
across Europe
Margaret Mary Littlehales ‘Mary Ward, Pilgrim and Mystic’
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14 Houses founded by Mary Ward 1621-
1645
From ‘A Dangerous Innovator’ Jennifer Cameron 
Ibvm

15 First home of the Institute in St. Omer 
in 1609
Loreto Province Archives

16 Mary Ward’s Clock
Augsburg Convent
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17 Timeline of Mary Ward’s Life and 
Work
From ‘A Dangerous Innovator’, Jennifer Cameron 
ibvm

18 Mary Ward’s tombstone was originally 
outside in the Church cemetery at 
Osbaldwick but was moved inside when 
the interior was renovated. The church is 
an international centre of pilgrimage. 
Mary Ward’s body has never been located. 



Loreto in AustraliaLoreto in Australia



Mother Gonzaga Barry (1834Mother Gonzaga Barry (1834--1915), founder of Loreto in Australia1915), founder of Loreto in Australia
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1. Melbourne from the tower of St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Eastern Hill.
Print from wood engraving by Samuel Calvert

State Library of Victoria Collection

2. Ballarat.  East View c.1870-1880
Photographer – Charles Nettleton

State Library of Victoria Collection

3. St.Alipius Presbytery 1870s
Ballarat Diocesan Archives

Mother Gonzaga Barry and her 9 companions completed 
their journey from Ireland when they landed in Melbourne 
on 19th July 1875.  
The next day saw them journeying to the golden city of 
Ballarat where they stayed in the St. Alipius Presbytery 
until purchasing Mary’s Mount in September of that year.



The The ‘‘Somersetshire', an iron screw steamer which carried sails and waSomersetshire', an iron screw steamer which carried sails and was built in 1867.  s built in 1867.  
Mother Gonzaga Barry and her companions left Rathfarnham in IrelMother Gonzaga Barry and her companions left Rathfarnham in Ireland on 20th May 1875 and and on 20th May 1875 and 

disembarked in Melbourne on 19th July.disembarked in Melbourne on 19th July.
Artist Gregory, Charles Dickson 1890Artist Gregory, Charles Dickson 1890--1930, State Library of Victoria1930, State Library of Victoria
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4. The first pupils at Mary’s Mount outside their new school 
in Sturt Street.
Loreto Province Archives

5. The surviving pioneer sisters in 1903.
Loreto Province Archives

6. Loreto Albert Park, Convent and from 1906 Central 
Catholic Training College
Loreto Province Archives

7. Students Rowing on Albert Park Lake 1922 
Loreto Province Archives

8. The flat room on top of the Convent 1922
Loreto Province Archives



Loreto’s Melbourne foundation began in 1888 when a community settled in
Albert Park to begin a school.  In 1890 the community and school moved into 
their new convent in Albert Road opposite Albert Park Lake on which they 
could gaze from the flat roof.
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9. Criticism Class held at the Central Catholic 
Training College Albert Park, 1914
Loreto Province Archives

10. Central Catholic Training College students with 
kindergarten activities
Loreto Province Archives

11. The Parkville house, ‘Barbiston’ or St. Mary’s Hall
Loreto Province Archives

12. Grounds of St. Mary’s Hall, Parkville 1946
Loreto Province Archives



The Central Catholic Training College was established at 
Albert Park in 1906. 
The College was a pioneer in primary and secondary 
teacher training in Australia and retained the services of 
highly qualified secular lecturers who provided regular and 
occasional lectures. 
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Mother Gonzaga Barry’s 
long held wish of a 
University College for 
Catholic girls was fulfilled 
in 1917 with the purchase 
of ‘Barbiston”, St. Mary’s 
Hall.
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The Toorak home of Edward Clark was 
purchased by Loreto in 1924 and officially 
opened by Archbishop Dr. Daniel Mannix.  
The first students were transferred from the 
Albert Park Convent.
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13. Opening Ceremony,  Loreto Mandeville Hall
MDHC Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne Archives  

14. Mother Rita Nolan, First Principal of Loreto Mandeville Hall
Loreto Province Archives

15 St. Mary’s Hall from Swanston Street
Loreto Province Archives

16. Mothers Andrew Bell and Francis Frewin in the courtyard.
Loreto Province Archives

17. Sister Deirdre Rofe at Loreto Mandeville Hall
Loreto Province Archives

18. Classroom at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish School 
Blackburn, 1960s
Loreto Province Archives

19. Loreto House, 73-77 St. Vincent Place Albert Park, 
1968-2008
Loreto Province Archives
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Loreto Mandeville Hall
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Loreto came to Blackburn in 1957 to staff local schools.
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Three  terrace houses in Albert Park were 
purchased in 1968 to serve as the Provincialiate and 
Novitiate.
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A house in Dawson Street was 
purchased in 1875 for a Ballarat day 
school.   The photograph on the left 
shows the original house before wings 
to the north and south were added.  
Dawson Street was also home to the 
first Catholic Teachers’ Training 
College opened in 1884.  The 
Teachers’ College is the wing on the 
left of the photograph below. 



The Portland Convent was opened in 
1884 in Bayview cottage, previously 
home of Mary Mackillop.



Loreto went to Sydney in 1892 with the opening 
of a school in Randwick.  A boarding school was 
built at Normanhurst in 1897 and 1907 Loreto 
opened their school at Kirribilli. 



Loreto opened their school in Adelaide 
Terrace in Perth in 1897.  The 
Osborne Hotel was purchased in 1901.  
In 1931 a primary school was opened 
in Nedlands. Below is the laying and 
blessing of the foundation stone at 
Nedlands. 



Loreto Convent at Coorparoo in Brisbane was opened in 
1927.  A win in the state lottery made possible the 
building of the Casket Building on the right in the 
photograph below



The Institute The Institute 
WorldwideWorldwide



Ireland 1821 Kenya 1921
India 1841 Italy 1975
Mauritius 1844 Peru 1981
Gibraltar 1845 Morocco, Nepal
Canada 1847 & Vietnam 1995
USA Tanzania 1995
England 1851 Seychelles, Equador
Australia 1875 & Bangladesh 2004
South Africa 1877 Albania, Ghana
Spain 1899 Sudan, Zambia &

East Timor 2006

Where Loreto Sisters work 
around the World



Loreto Vietnam Australia ProjectLoreto Vietnam Australia Project

LVAP supports work with 
poor and disabled children 
in Vietnam.

LVAP currently has nine projects:

•six in rural education
•teaching at the School for the Visual-Impaired
•professional development for teachers at ‘Sunrise Special School’ along 
with assisting the education/development of the children there
•assisting in the running of the ‘Sunshine House’ Boy’s Shelter



East Timor
Loreto Sisters work with the Marist Brothers in their 
Teachers’ Training College in Bacau and with the Education 
Team of the Alola Foundation, which began its work in the 
field of maternal and child health.  Now it also does 
advocacy for women and children, income generation 
activities and scholarships, as well as partnerships 
between Australian and E. Timorese Schools.



A refugee camp on the Thai-Cambodian Border 1992

Loreto’s Ugandan mission

World Social Forum in Nairobi, January 2007



In partnership with the Centacare Wilcannia-
Forbes’ ‘Strong Young Mum’ Program 
provides young Aboriginal mothers in Bourke 
with the opportunity to achieve at least Year 
10 accreditation and encourages the 
utilisation of early childhood services in the 
local community.



Mary Ward International Australia (MWIA) supports Loreto 
justice and development initiatives in Australia and overseas by:
•raising awareness of and education about social justice issues
•developing partnerships
•encouraging volunteering
•fundraising to support new and ongoing initiatives


