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400 Years
of the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

In 2009-2011 the Loreto Sisters celebrate 400 years
since Mary Ward began her work. They rejoice in and
honour the vision, courage and commitment of their
founder and her legacy of sisters and schools on every
continent, hundreds of thousands of students past and
present, countless volunteers, colleagues and friends
across the globe; and social justice and education
missions that serve the vulnerable, disadvantaged and
voiceless around the world.

Her followers today work in every continent and try to
live by her ideals, promoting the gifts of women in
"freedom, justice and sincerity”, in a way of life that
places emphasis on reflection and action, to serve the
gospel "wherever the need is greatest”.



Mary Ward (1585-1645), was an
Englishwoman from Yorkshire who founded
the Loreto Sisters. She was a progressive
and visionary woman of her time who
believed “women in time to come would do
much”.

She believed that women and men were of equal intellect -
a brave assertion at the time - and that they should be
educated equally.

Mary Ward pioneered a new form of religious life for
women (without the constraints of the traditional cloister) —
a female version of the Jesuits.

Together with her followers she set up schools across
England and Europe. By remaining faithful to her insights,
she was condemned, those who joined her were disbanded
and the Institute suppressed. Despite persecution and
scandals about her way of religious life her vision and
values live on today — in Australia and around the world.
She is often described as a “model for all time”.
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The River Ure at Mary Ward’s birthplace, Mulwith in
Yorkshire.

Mary Ward was born on 23rd January 1585.

Photo from ‘Go Close to You’ IBVM/Congregation of Jesus Publication 2007

The Gunpowder Plot Conspirators from

the failed conspiracy to blow up the Houses of Parliament and
assassinate James | on 5th November 1603.

Mary Ward was connected to the conspirators through either
marriage or family friendship.

Mary Ward with Barbara Babthorpe and a friend at Osgodby
with Margaret Garrett who was a great influence in Mary’s
call to religious life.

The Painted Life © Gerstliches Zentrum Maria
Ward Augsburg, Foto Tanner, Nesselwang

Mary Ward as a small child in her parent’s home in Mulwith.
She was sent away at four years old to live with her
grandmother.

It is thought that this may have been because she could have
revealed that there were priests hiding in the house.

The Painted Life © Gerstliches Zentrum Maria
Ward Augsburg, Foto Tanner, Nesselwang






The Paradeiserhaus in Munich, home of the
Englischen Fraulein (Institute of the Blessed
Virgin Mary) from 1627-1809.

From Immolata Wetter’s ‘Grosse Gestalten des Gloubens, Mary
Ward’, pub. 1985 Aschaffenburg

Winifred Wigmore

Mary Ward’s closest friend and founder of a number
of houses.

Oil Painting in Augsburg Convent

Mary Poyntz established a house in Paris and in 1662
founded the Institute house in Augsburg.
Oil Painting in the IBVM Convent Hampstead

The Open Circle - Mary Ward and first companions,
Susan Rookwood, Catherine Smith, Jane Browne,
Mary Poyntz and Winifred Wigmore, take their last
meal together in England before embarking for
Flanders.

The Painted Life © Geistliches Zentrum Maria Ward Augsburg, Foto
Tanner, Nesselwang



Mary Ward's Pelgeam Hat

Mary Ward's shoes



10.

1.

12.

13.

Mary Ward travelled to Rome in 1621 to see
Pope Gregory XV. She and her companions
travelled 1500 miles over the Alps on foot to
seek approval for her Institute.

St .Peters’' Rome by Viviano Codazzi

Mary Ward wore pilgrim clothes as protection
against robbers. She began her journey in
late October as the cold weather was

closing in.

From a 1733 painting in the IBVM Convent in Augsburg

Mary Ward’s Pilgrim’s Hat
Augsburg Convent

Mary Ward’s Travelling Shoes
Augsburg Convent

Map of Mary Ward’s extensive journeys
across Europe
Margaret Mary Littlehales ‘Mary Ward, Pilgrim and Mystic’



* Fouses tounded by
Wary Ward 1603-1645

| Prasennt iy barders have
g imlicated|






15R5- 150

SIS ER

1505 1387

15457108

154582 1l

Lzl

=07

1P -1edls Rary established o comvent for Ergelish Paor

1R

Ll

1

TSR Mary and comparions lved at St Omer

Mary Ward: Time line .

hlary v Lo a0 23 January in Yorkshirs, Eng:
land. Her perents wene Ursula Wrpht and
Marmuube Ward,

Mary beed with hee parents at Subwich waldl
sl wias Five years uld,

Lkl b s cwasty len vears ol Moy Tived
with her grardparents, Bobest and Umala
Wriﬁh.utﬂmghlnnd'ﬂalh 'Eaalﬂidms. Yok
shire. Erer prandmother taugat Fer Latin ard
Sdary read dhe Patkers of the Chureh When
her gramdfoher died Wary setucwed 1o her
Fﬂms.

Mary lved with hes family, She had theee
o er ssters ancd o younger brothers,
When ¥ulwitn was buret in 1595 the faily
e b Ml

The family moved o Morthure berlzd and
Mare lives] wily xirs Ardington of Harewell.
Shie maade ner fiest Cammunion there on § Sep-
tember (54

Mary wedd with relatives, e Rabthorpe fun-
iy, al Uspadby. With her cousing Mary wa-
pdueased Dy wubars anc learik 1atin Frevch, k-
par anl Geerrnan, T TE0S Bulrand Mevilhe e
i o stdtar ot klary's Fand i marrage, She
rufezed i and declaved her desine o be @

reliphans

By branal T Prea Evgland to Calake and en
i Sk Crmwr, Rdary bocare an extorm Sistor inoa
Logveent of Poor Clares (Fravciscans],

Bz Dl Ul Poosr Clares.

Lhares al Gravelines, in the provineoe of
Flazidasrs.

rlary uncerstond that she was ret callid o be
a Poog Clare and il ihe convent she had
Favancand,

mdary rebwrrd b Londor i wisited Cotholion
inn hiding and b prispo. She recelved e Glory
Winicn' by whiech she uncdoestodsd that she wi

red i b U armielate bt wens eallad o ot
woeathan "o the giery of G,

By mmtuenoed b Sk Ol seiilly s cormpu
tang, Thiy bepan i teach Bnglish girls o
it Uhere soeking reluge fram the persecul]
ol Cathwslivs s Eagglant.

Bary b a wisasn af the sparbsl fosmia
ol her [istitute. The words she undersloo
vt “Takar the soaewe OF L Socicly” (5 i
Ui Seciely af Jess, thae Jesuits),

racle deveral vk o Englad dnd o e
henzze cr Landon, In Dichibeer 16815 she had
WLurmd rabion callsd " Vhe Yislom ol the Jus So

Mlary senk recosineacidony [okbers froin Wby
Blns, Rivhep af 8t Cimer, l Mops Paul Y,
Pape prased their work, commanded Hish

L

1817

1614

TilH

020 1b2)

1620

lp22-1e23

123

1625

ki Lh2T

28048

1830

1631

164

Thiz

16A2-1857

1637

ey

142

st leve Coane 0l Thiemy, and proonised e
presiaility of her Instnabe ey conlinnd,

Mary went ot o e lasaling wabers at Spa and
I imerstmale the foundieg of x heose ab Liogs

Founcaiton of b koo G Lege. Bshop Blaes
sl a pa»:bnml letter in praise of thens Moy
wenit again ha 'E|13|H|k| aml 1eiirned e eslab
Ll e nowitiahe at Litge.

dary made arathes visiz o Englamd and was
captu o avd coademned fodeath withoul idal
Fire mere was paid by Sivesdaand Mare was
ezl

Fary retirmed 1o 5t Omer and Lsge. Sesker
Pormeiias ardd ey Akeock dsputed hier leed-
crship. Bock seon died.

Mary fonsdial buansses al Colagne 2nd Treves

Mary avut Tower siskees onadie Bwir dindd ey
Lo Rome, arriving oo Cheisiiis cve, My kad
an aidsenoe with Pape Gregore XY socking
appratatar fur ke drelule.

e tnemmlivg of 3 scheal m Remme arsd Ere death
of Mary's sister; Baraars Wand,

T eprenitnip ol a s boal in Maples

Sollwer bouse was opeowd i Pesapfs T dae
aual the Komwn sebonl wias forced to close, bt
e nurs were allovwed sty

Aary wande founslasions o Mesthern Turooe ot
tuitecl. Vienne and Fruzsburns

Aroilwer purrey bo Rome where Bary plradod
for approbation of the Inslitu rom e vl
['ope, Urhan vl

The nnrthem houses of Laege Cologee and
Treves were suppressed and the echonls closed.

Gy 13 Jarwary the Bull of Suppression came cul
amiball hopses were disbaredisd, bul Ssterscould
sty in the Parsdviser Howse in Muomich. From
theme hary was taken and imprisoned i the
Anper coevenl as a ‘herelic’. She was in prison
frvom T Febroary till 14 Agpril.

Whin Fvd B order af Pape Lirban VI, al-
e she was very il Masy ravelled again
tex B o plis] Beer immusoe nioe.

Melary was accpiigled ol batresy.

Mary [rved in 3 house near St Mary Maor's in
o

Mary befl Hosme again to travel 2o Ergglamd. [
was i bang jowrney bocause of the war {the
“Thirty Years ¥ar') in Europe.

Wlary arrived i Londvn and worked with
Cathwlics thure. They swere unable 1o open a
schaoal at that time

Basganr ol Ui war bestivasns the Bings Claarfes |,
arxl e Parlamont, the Siskers wene foroed B0
traved nowth i Yorkshine

Ihs.h.# ol e cily al owrke hoevanl thwer bz
anelche bhae citis Thesy Later sebienesd o thecomin-
Ervsiche sl Howosth,

Chn 30 Jawary Mary Wil did peocedully sur-
sl by it companione, ke wes bur-
ded in the small cemetery {Anglican] of e
churcts of Ckbuldwick, near Hiworlh, D her
todostone ey chiselled the mecription

i e pue
s i L s,
frve e and s it o
sl e e of
ey Wiand
v Tuezineg Lol 60 et & s

il 2060 i fosnuary 243







Loreto In Australia
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Mother Gonzaga Barry and her 9 companions completed
their journey from Ireland when they landed in Melbourne
on 19th July 1875.

The next day saw them journeying to the golden city of
Ballarat where they stayed in the St. Alipius Presbytery
until purchasing Mary’s Mount in September of that year.

1. Melbourne from the tower of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Eastern Hill.
Print from wood engraving by Samuel Calvert
State Library of Victoria Collection

2. Ballarat. East View ¢c.1870-1880

Photographer — Charles Nettleton
State Library of Victoria Collection

3. St.Alipius Presbytery 1870s

Ballarat Diocesan Archives



The ‘Somersetshire’, an iron screw steamer which carried sails and was built in 1867.
Mother Gonzaga Barry and her companions left Rathfarnham in Ireland on 20th May 1875 and

disembarked in Melbourne on 19th July.
Artist Gregory, Charles Dickson 1890-1930, State Library of Victoria









Loreto S Melbourne foundation began in 1888 when a community settled in
Albert Park to begin a school. In 1890 the community and school moved into
their new convent in Albert Road opposite Albert Park Lake on whlch the

could gaze from the flat roof







The Central Catholic Training College was established at
Albert Park in 1906.

The College was a pioneer in primary and secondary
teacher training in Australia and retained the services of
highly qualified secular lecturers who provided regular and
occasional lectures.
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Mother Gonzaga Barry’s

long held wish of a

University College for

: Catholic girls was fulfilled

'"ﬁ in 1917 with the purchase
— ' | of ‘Barbiston”, St. Mary’s
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The Toorak home of Edward Clark was
purchased by Loreto in 1924 and officially
opened by Archbishop Dr. Daniel Mannix.
The first students were transferred from the
Albert Park Convent.
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Opening Ceremony, Loreto Mandeville Hall
MDHC Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne Archives

Mother Rita Nolan, First Principal of Loreto Mandeville Hall
Loreto Province Archives

St. Mary’s Hall from Swanston Street
Loreto Province Archives

Mothers Andrew Bell and Francis Frewin in the courtyard.
Loreto Province Archives

Sister Deirdre Rofe at Loreto Mandeville Hall
Loreto Province Archives

Classroom at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish School
Blackburn, 1960s

Loreto Province Archives

Loreto House, 73-77 St. Vincent Place Albert Park,
1968-2008

Loreto Province Archives
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Loreto Mandeville Hall
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Loreto came to Blackburn in 1957 to staff local schools.
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Three terrace houses in Albert Park were
purchased in 1968 to serve as the Provincialiate and
Novitiate.




A house in Dawson Street was
purchased in 1875 for a Ballarat day
school. The photograph on the left
shows the original house before wings
to the north and south were added.
Dawson Street was also home to the
first Catholic Teachers’ Training
College opened in 1884. The
Teachers’ College is the wing on the
left of the photograph below.
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Loreto went to Sydney in 1892 with the opening
of a school in Randwick. A boarding school was
built at Normanhurst in 1897 and 1907 Loreto
opened their school at Kirribilli.




Loreto opened their school in Adelaide
Terrace in Perth in 1897. The
Osborne Hotel was purchased in 1901.
In 1931 a primary school was opened
\ | iIn Nedlands. Below is the laying and
o B | blessing of the foundation stone at

gttty " Nedlands.




Loreto Convent at Coorparoo in Brisbane was opened in
1927. A win in the state lottery made possible the
building of the Casket Building on the right in the
photograph below




The Institu
Wworliawid

%% -‘-‘:1, "‘%

4'.?‘




Where Loreto Sisters work

around the World

Ireland 1821 Kenya 1921
India 1841 Italy 1975
Mauritius 1844 Peru 1981
Gibraltar 1845 Morocco, Nepal
Canada 1847 & Vietham 1995
USA Tanzania 1995
England 1851 Seychelles, Equador
Australia 1875 & Bangladesh 2004
South Africa 1877 Albania, Ghana
Spain 1899 Sudan, Zambia &

East Timor 2006




Loreto Vietham Australia Project

LVAP supports work with
poor and disabled children
in Vietham.

LVAP currently has nine projects:

*six in rural education

*teaching at the School for the Visual-Impaired

*professional development for teachers at ‘Sunrise Special School’ along
with assisting the education/development of the children there

eassisting in the running of the ‘Sunshine House’ Boy’s Shelter




East Timor

Loreto Sisters work with the Marist Brothers in their
Teachers’ Training College in Bacau and with the Education
Team of the Alola Foundation, which began its work in the
field of maternal and child health. Now it also does
advocacy for women and children, income generation
activities and scholarships, as well as partnerships
between Australian and E. Timorese Schools.
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A refugee camp on the Thai-Cambodian Border 1992

a
= Farced
Al TR

SUR
e Cender
ey :".I. Eguril bty

......

sTOP
FGM
L




In partnership with the Centacare Wilcannia-
Forbes’ ‘Strong Young Mum’ Program
provides young Aboriginal mothers in Bourke
with the opportunity to achieve at least Year
10 accreditation and encourages the
utilisation of early childhood services in the
local community.




Mary Ward International Australia (MWIA) supports Loreto
justice and development initiatives in Australia and overseas by:

eraising awareness of and education about social justice issues
*developing partnerships

eencouraging volunteering
*fundraising to support new and ongoing initiatives

MARY WARD INTERNATIONAL AUSTRALIA
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Canada Great Britain Italy

United States Marocca Albania
Ecuador Gibraltar South Africa sle
Paru Spain Zambiz seychelles Vietnam
Ireland Ghana Tanzania

Australia



