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Our final newsletter for 2011, and all that remains is to thank so 
many within our circle of friends who have shared the Loreto 
journey this year.  It has been a great year on so many levels, and 
certainly in my first six months, I have been so inspired by the 
dedication of so many on varied levels.  The Loreto Centre team 
with their commitment and focus on keeping the wheels turning; 
Mary Ward International Australia which has expanded in funding 
and its capacity to support so many more projects both within 
Australia and overseas; a number of Loreto projects in Australia 
and South East Asia; and of course, our schools – principals, 
members of council, teachers and students - who have engaged so 
enthusiastically in our rich tradition of a well rounded education, 
and now so deservedly celebrating this year’s wonderful results.  

Wishing all a happy Christmas, and may the Christ of peace be re-
born in you and within our fragile world at this time. Margaret 
Mary Flynn ibvm 
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The right to an education, a fundamental tenet of Mary Ward 
International Australia’s (MWIA) philosophy, was the central 
theme of The First Grader, the film featured at the MWIA film 
night in late November. 

Over 130 friends of MWIA gathered to watch the moving and 
inspiring true story of 84 year old Maruge’s fight for his right to 
an education. 

MWIA thanks all who attended the film night. Proceeds of the 
evening will be used to bring the transforming force of 
education to the disadvantaged women and children MWIA 
supports in Australia and overseas. 

Read more about the event 

Support our projects 

Read the latest MWIA Project Update 
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The Loreto Sisters have pleasure in inviting you to Sunday Circle Refugee Conversations. 

Sunday 26 February 2012 

Treacy  Centre 
126 The Avenue 
Parkville 
at 3.00 for 3.30—5.30 pm 

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BBUD 

Sr Brigid Arthur csb will guide recent asylum seekers as they share their stories with us. 

David Manne will discuss the legal position of refugees and asylum seekers in Australia.                               
David acted for asylum seekers in the recent challenge to the Malaysia Solution in the High Court. 

Download your invitation 

NEW in 2012: Stay tuned for further details on the MWIA 'Listen Talk Act' Series in 2012.  Mick Gooda, 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner and Renee Coffey, Programs Director at the 
Australian Indigenous Education Foundation will present at "Indigenous Conversations" Loreto Kirribilli on 
26 March 2012, at 6 for 6.30pm. For more information please contact Gerardeane Cosgrave on 03 9813 4023. 
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The Loreto Sisters are pleased to announce the recipients of the Mary 
Ward Grants 2012. 

True to the vision of Mary Ward and her belief in the pivotal role of 
women in leadership, the Loreto Sisters established the Mary Ward 
Grant to support specialist and post graduate study in theology, 
spirituality and pastoral ministry. 

Find out more about the grants 

Read about the 2012 recipients 
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Our new website was launched five months ago - thank you to 
everyone who has visited, revisited and recommended our 
website! The most popular pages are consistently: Mary Ward 
International, Our Story and Loreto Community. 

In five months we added 46 News stories and have had visitors 
from 37 countries! We have made improvements to pages 
including Loreto at the UN and Loreto Archives. 

Our website is aimed at engaging our Loreto networks, friends 
and supporters. We want to to ensure it meets both our needs 
and your needs. Please take a few moments to fill out our online 
survey and have your say.  Take survey 

 

  
 

  Volunteers needed at Merrepen Arts Festival 2012!  

  

 

“Being a part of the Naiuyu community... made me remember 
how important it is that we continue to strive towards 
reconciliation and healing with Aboriginal people. The daily 
cup of tea together and the stories that were told created a 
shared dignity and a space where we could share our 
humanity.” Cath Leary, MWIA volunteer, 24th Merrepen Arts 
Festival, Daly River, 2011. 

Please join our volunteer group at the Merrepen Arts Festival in 
2012. Send your expression of interest by 31 January 2012 to 
mwiaustralia@loreto.org.au or contact us on (03) 9813 4023. 
Volunteering will take place around 28 May – 4 June 2012 
(tbc). Please note: all costs associated with the trip are borne by 
the volunteer. 

Read more about the 2011 festival and volunteer experiences 
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"Slavery is a word we associate with antiquated and deeply 
unjust societies, yet for the 15 to 30 million slaves living in 2011 
it is a daily reality. Characterised by a denial of self 
determination, these enslaved individuals are forced to work for 
little or no pay under the control of another person. 

"Trafficking of persons plays a large role in modern day slavery, 
with 75-80% of all human trafficking victims being sold into the 
sex trade. Other areas of exploitation include forced labor, 
domestic servitude and begging syndicates. Slavery exists 
outside the sphere of legal or social governance and the fact that 
this system remains part of our global economic and social 
structure is rarely discussed openly." 

Read Clare's paper in full. 

Clare Condon is a volunteer with the Loreto Sisters at the United Nations. She is a Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak 
graduate and a MWIA volunteer. She previously volunteered at the Mary Ward Social Centre, Darjeeling. 

 

  
 

  The Timor story, by Anne Byrne ibvm  

  

 

In 2006 Anne Byrne ibvm (pictured far left with Chris Burke 
ibvm and Diaan Stuart ibvm) went to Timor Leste as part of the 
Loreto Sisters' Courage to Move. The Loreto Sisters were to 
work in Baucau with the Marist Brothers at the Primary 
Teachers College they had set up in 2000, at the invitation of 
the Bishop of Baucau. 

"As I was coming to the end of my time in Timor I was not 
looking forward to saying goodbye to all the many friends that I 
had come to know and love through working and praying with 
them. ... in spite of all the sufferings that the Timorese had been 
through they were always ready to greet you with a beautiful 
smile and extend their generosity to us in so many ways. As is 
usually the case when you have to leave a place where you have 
been working,  it is not easy to say goodbye to those you have 
grown to love." 

Find out more about our work in Timor Leste 
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