
We are called to 
sharpen our engage-
ment with church and 
world. 
One of the three calls of 
the IBVM General Congre-
gation, Peru 2006, was “to 
sharpen our engagement 
with church and world”. As 
we have often said, these 
calls speak to a much 
wider audience than pro-
fessed Loreto Sisters. 
In Australia we have the 
opportunity to do this. The 
forthcoming election is a 
key time for those of us 
who are not politicians to 
engage in the political 
process: to take seriously 
our responsibility as citi-
zens. On Social Justice 
Sunday, the bishops of 
Australia focus our atten-
tion on: Who is my 
neighbour? The Queen-
sland Social Action group 
of religious congregations, 
the NSW Social Justice 
Core Values Statement, 
PolMin the religious con-
gregation sponsored re-
search and advocacy 
group, the Centre for an 
Ethical Society and a vari-
ety of other organisations 
have put out questions 
which can be used to focus 
the awareness of local 
members on areas of con-
cern. The Nuclear debate, 
Environment, Climate 
change and its likely refu-
gee impact, the War in 
Iraq, Industrial Relations 
Laws, Housing, Indigenous 
affairs, our exclusion of 
Asylum seekers who land 
on our shores… all these 
and more can be con-
nected at various points 

with the Gospel challenge 
and commitment to the 
Common Good. Our web-
site today gives a number 
of links which can help 
anyone seeking to use this 
time to work for a better 
Australia.  
This month saw the re-
lease of Bishop Geoffrey 
Robinson’s book: Confront-
ing Power and Sexual 
Abuse in the Church. 
Bishop Robinson writes 
honestly, clearly, and 
strongly. He says aloud 
what many of us have said 
in private. He names the 
problems that come from a 
system where power is not 
balanced by dialogue. He 
raises questions about celi-
bacy, ordination of women, 
papal power, and sexuality. 
He will without doubt at-
tract a great deal of nega-
tive response from many 
quarters. Part of our en-
gagement might be to sup-
port him in his stand, and 
let him know the relief it is 
to have an ordained leader 
(even if he has retired) 
speak from his heart and 
his head on such important 
matters. 
What impact might it have 
if every visitor to this web-
site actually “sharpened 
her or his engagement with 
church and world” by voic-
ing concern on issues 
which we feel are critical in 
shaping the future? 

Our overseas visi-
tors, IBVM General 
Council members, Barbara 
Murphy and Beatrice Stu-
art, both expressed great 
appreciation for the wel-

come they received from 
everyone during their visit.  
It was a busy schedule 
however as a province we 
were able to illustrate the 
vitality and ongoing com-
mitment of our sisters as 
well as the valuable contri-
bution that our networks 
make towards the achieve-
ment of our mission.  
They were impressed that 
so many of our sisters find 
new ways of pastoral out-
reach, are more attuned to 
advancing years and keep 
alive their interest in church 
and world. They were very 
pleased to meet some of 
our Loreto connections. 
Thank you to everyone 
who helped make them 
feel so welcome. 

Congratulations to 
Leoni Degenhardt, outgo-
ing principal Loreto Nor-
manhurst, who was re-
cently awarded the Fellow-
ship of the Australian 
Council of Educational 
Leaders (ACEL). The Fel-
lowship is awarded to 
those who have made an 
outstanding contribution to 
the study or practice of 
educational administration.  
 
Welcome to Barbara 
Watkins, well known al-
ready through her role as 
deputy at Normanhurst, 
who has been appointed 
from a wide range of im-
pressive applicants, to the 
role of Principal of Loreto 
Normanhurst, commencing 
in April 2008. 
 
 
Chris Burke ibvm 
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The annual Community 
Leaders meeting was held 
in August. Leaders from 
every Loreto community in 
Australia gathered for a 
weekend of discussion 
about personal, commu-
nity, province and wider 
social issues. There was 
great joy as sisters caught 
up with each other. Each 
morning we had simple 

‘lectio divina’ on the gos-
pels in groups of three; 
Saturday evening Bill Uren 
sj celebrated Eucharist with 
us, and we concluded on 
Sunday with a simple re-
flection on extracts from 
the forthcoming Volume 2 
of our Constitutions which 
are currently being revised 
by Deirdre Browne ibvm. 

We looked back over the 
year, on a community and 
province level.  

A session from a Beyond-
Blue volunteer speaker on 
depression among seniors 
provoked honest conversa-
tion among ourselves: if 
one in five women suffer at 
some time from serious 
depression, it is no surprise 
that it can afflict any of us. 
Our ‘looking outward’ was 

helped by a session led by 
Fiona Hill, a past student of 
Loreto Toorak, who is now 
a consultant and scholar in 
Arabic culture, language 
and inter-cultural diversity. 
Through Fiona, we also 
invited six Islamic women 
to join us for lunch on Sat-
urday: a simple bridge-
building exercise which 
could easily be repeated in 
other states. Everyone en-
joyed the contact and 
would have appreciated a 
longer sharing. 

We also had Communica-
tions and Mary Ward Inter-
national Australia updates.  

Once again it was an in-
spiring, sharing and 
thought provoking three 
days and we wish we had 
longer together! 

Annual Community Leaders Meeting 

Mary Ward International Australia (MWIA) Update  
Our work would not be possible without the commitment of 
our colleagues and friends. Here we introduce you to the 
new MWIA Executive Committee consisting of MWIA Board 
of Directors and three members representing the Advisory 
Committee, who help shape the planning and administra-
tion of MWIA, alongside Executive Officer, Janet Palafox. 

Peter Black (Chair) previous General Manager of Group 
Audit, Amcor and member of Loreto Province Finance Advi-
sory Committee. Elizabeth Cham, National Director of Phi-
lanthropy Australia until 2005. Elizabeth built up Philan-
thropy Australia and raised the public profile of philanthropy 
and its contribution to Australian lives. She was awarded a 
Research Fellowship in Philanthropy at the University of 
Melbourne. Maria Myers has a long association with Lo-
reto, is a past member of the Loreto Education Board and 
was recently appointed to Officer in the Order of Australia 
for services as philanthropist. Sr Libby Rogerson ibvm, 
Social Justice Coordinator and Diocesan Director Caritas—
Diocese of Parramatta and Chair of IBVM Justice, Peace 
and Integrity of Creation Committee. 
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Friends at the Commu-
nity Leaders bridge 
building lunch 

 Dr Susan Stevens, Principal Loreto Toorak, Chair Loreto 
Schools Advisory Committee, and active contributor in edu-
cation through membership of various groups, associations 
and committees. Jane Nathan, past pupil Loreto Toorak, 
with extensive experience in local government, marketing 
and strategic planning. Jane was Mayor of Hawthorn 1990-
91, worked as a Brimbank City Council commissioner 
1994-97 and is currently President of the Australian Popu-
lation Institute's National Executive Committee. Ian 
McDonald works with Australian Volunteers International 
and has a long association with St Mary’s College. 

Donations from Loreto past pupils, parents, friends 
 

Proceeds from fundraising initiatives of Loreto Family 
International and Kirribilli Parents and Friends Asso-
ciation Wishing Well were received by MWIA to support 
projects of Loreto Provinces in India, Darjeeling and 
South Africa.  On behalf of our sisters and partners in 
India, Darjeeling and South Africa, Thank You.  

To support MWIA please visit our website. 

http://www.loreto.org.au/works/mary_ward_int.html�


Loreto Vietnam Celebrates 10 Years 
The Loreto Vietnam-Australia 
Program (LVAP) this month 
celebrated 10 years in Viet-
nam.  

This exciting achievement 
comes in a month of celebra-
tions— program co-ordinator, 
Trish Franklin,  was awarded 
the Vietnam’s Government’s 
“Friendship and Peace Be-
tween Nations”  award in rec-
ognition of her extraordinary 
generosity and achievements 
in helping disadvantaged chil-
dren to get a good start in life. 

The program has won world-
wide acclaim for its well tar-
geted projects to help young 
Vietnamese students in rural 
and inner city areas, providing 
endless educational opportu-
nities; safe housing; support-
ing vision-impaired children; 
and launching a highly re-
sourced school for children 
with intellectual disabilities.  

Some of the initiatives in-
clude:  

Sunlight House 
• providing physical, medi-
cal, educational and social 
support 
• providing apprenticeship 

opportunities. 
Rural schools 
• scholarship funding 
• new bicycles to transport 

students to school. 
School for vision impaired 
children 
• the opportunity to learn a 

second language - Eng-
lish 

• increased self confidence 
to attend mainstream 
school 

• communication skills. 
Sunrise Special School 
• developmental activities 

in music, art, sport, library 
• new musical instruments 
• well equipped computer 

rooms. 
Trish Franklin has achieved 
an incredible amount for 
many needy young children in 
Ho Chi Minh City. 

The vision to begin LVAP as 
a province effort came from 
Trish with assistance from 
Ellie Taffe ibvm. Other Aus-
tralian volunteers, and last 
year Marg Callaghan ibvm, 
have also helped. 

Chris Burke, Provincial 
Leader, Loreto Sisters Austra-
lia said, “While the work has 
benefited from co-workers 
and donors, what has been 
achieved is due to Trish’s tire-
less commitment to every 
aspect of the project.  She 
has developed a wonderful 
network there of Australians, 
Vietnamese and others who 
support this work because 
they know their contribution 
makes a difference.” 

The “warm house” which 
gives a secure and creative 
base for previously homeless 
boys, the Sunrise Special 
School for children with dis-
abilities and the rural schools 
that have been established 
are a testament to the pro-
gram and to the dedication 
with which Trish and various 

ones who carry out the hands 
on work with her have pur-
sued the dream of serving the 
most disadvantaged in Viet-
nam. The School for the Vi-
sion Impaired, where Trish 
teaches English, is another 
way in which disadvantaged 
children are given the oppor-
tunity to grow in confidence 
and access to jobs.  

As we celebrate this mile-
stone with Trish, let us thank 
God for the gift of this work. 
As a province, let us rejoice in 
it and pray for all at home and 
in Vietnam, who support her 
work, and pray for each one 
of the children who are sup-
ported through this LVAP- a 
way in which Mary Ward’s 
Institute and especially our 
province are offering hope in 
the aftermath of war. 

For further information 
please visit our What We 
Do web page 
Pictured above: Trish Franklin with 
children in Ho Chi Minh City 

“… what has been 
achieved is due to 
Trish’s tireless 
commitment to 
every aspect of 
the project…” 
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Loreto values the stories 
and wisdom of the past.  
All Loreto schools and the 
larger Loreto communities 
have archives where the 
records of historic signifi-
cance are preserved as 
evidence of the work and 
life of Loreto.  They also 
have archivists to manage 
their collections - to decide 
what should be preserved, 
to arrange and document, 
to research, to educate and 
to provide access. The 
combined collections make 
up the Loreto heritage. 
The Province Archives is 
the central archives for the 
IBVM Loreto Australia.  
Here we have the records 
of the first Loreto communi-
ties and schools, founda-
tions and missions, records 
of governance and sisters’ 
personal papers. 
Appropriately, this collec-
tion is kept in Ballarat, at 
the home of the first Aus-
tralian foundation.  We 
have an environmentally 
controlled repository with 
approximately 100 shelf 
metres of records, reading 
room, archivist’s office and 
heritage room.  

Our management of the 
collection involves collect-
ing records of long term 
historical and administra-
tive value, describing these 
records on an archives-
specific database, conser-
vation, research and edu-
cation.  We have enquiries 
from secondary and tertiary 
students, genealogists, 
historians, past pupils and 
our Loreto community.  We 
design and install displays 
for our Heritage Room and 
other display areas in the 
school for our visitors and 
students.   
We have photographs and 
artefacts of the Loreto 
foundations on display, 
items belonging to Mother 
Gonzaga Barry and other 
early sisters including the 
habit so familiar to past 
pupils, furnishings from the 
original school and our new 
display on early Mary’s 
Mount uniforms. 
We also encourage the 
preservation of more mod-
ern records of long term 
value so that our archives 
of the province, schools 
and communities, will con-
tinue to reflect Loreto’s 
contributions and we will 
be able to communicate 
Loreto’s story to future 
generations.    
Telephone or email enquir-
ies, researchers and visi-
tors are most welcome. 
Robin Scott 
Province Archivist 
1600 Sturt Street, Ballarat 
Vic 3350. 
Tel: (03) 53388322 
rscott@loreto.vic.edu.au 
Hours: Mon–Fri  8am–4pm. 

The Loreto Sisters Austra-
lia Province has initiated a 
history project to record the 
story of Loreto in Australia, 
in celebration of 400 years 
since Mary Ward opened 
the first house and school 
at St Omer. Part of this 
project involves the com-
missioning of a narrative 
history of the years since 
1875 when the first group 
of sisters arrived from Ire-
land.  The narrative history 
project is currently under-
way and publication is ex-
pected in the 400th anni-
versary of the Loreto Sis-
ters in 2009. 

To complement this initia-
tive, a Biographical Diction-
ary is also envisaged.  The 
aim of this publication is to 
record the individual stories 
of everyone who has been 
a member of the IBVM Lo-
reto Sisters in Australia.  In 
this volume we will address 
those whose lives span the 
first 125 years: 1875 to 
2000. 

You are invited to contrib-
ute one or more articles on 
a Loreto Sister for whom 
you have a particular 
knowledge and affec-
tion. These contributions 
will be subject to editing by 
the appointed editor.  
 
For further information in-
cluding lists of sisters and 
guidelines for submissions 
please visit our Biographi-
cal History webpage or 
contact Robin Scott, Prov-
ince Archivist. 

Loreto Province Archives      History Project 
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“Loreto values the stories 
and wisdom of the past. “ 

Below: Loreto Archivists at our 
Meeting at Loreto Kirribilli ear-

lier this year  
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Sisters in the Spotlight 
Sr Anne Proudly Calls 
Australia Home 
 
Sr Anne Hulme can now call 
Australia home after becom-
ing an Australian Citizen in 
July this year. She was de-
lighted to attend the inspiring 
ceremony at the Ballarat 
Town Hall and feels that now 
she really ‘belongs’. Along 
with twenty other candidates, 
Sr Anne pronounced the 
Pledge before the Mayor, 
with hand on the Bible, 
“From this day forward, un-
der God, I pledge my loyalty 
to Australia and its people, 
whose democratic beliefs I 
share, whose rights and lib-
erties I respect, and whose 
laws I will uphold and obey.” 
Sr Anne (Una) was born in 
Kent England in 1924 of an 
Irish mother and English fa-
ther. She was one of two 
children – Alicia being the 
first-born. Her mother trained 
as a nurse in England and 
served in France during the 
1st World War, where she 
received a Mons medal for 
her service. In late 1924 the 
family emigrated from Eng-
land to Australia and set up 
home in Launceston, Tas-
mania. Her father died in 
1928 of pneumonia and her 
mother took up nursing 
again to support the family. 
Alicia and Una were put into 
boarding school in a Mercy 
convent in Deloraine – 
mother driving them to and 
fro in a motor bike and side 
car! Una remembers feeding 
her with Australian ‘Minties’ 
on these journeys! 
In 1931 two of Mrs Hulme’s 
brothers who had emigrated 
from Ireland to Rhodesia, 

invited her to come with her 
family to Rhodesia. It was 
boarding school again for the 
two sisters, this time with the 
German Dominican Sisters 
in Gwelo and later Salisbury.  
In 1938, on a business trip to 
Cape Town, Mrs Hulme took 
a wrong bus and instead 
found herself in front of Lo-
reto Convent School in Sea 
Point. Here she was greeted 
by an Irish Sister, who in-
stead of just giving her the 
directions, invited her in for a 
cup of tea. The Sister, Do-
lours Berney, must have 
been so impressed by this 
tall Irish woman because she 
apparently prayed all year 
that this lady’s daughter 
would come to school at Lo-
reto. 
A year after this chance en-
counter, Una was taken ill 
and doctors recommended 
she go to school at the coast 
– so of course it was to Lo-
reto Convent that she went! 
However, before a consulta-
tion with Cape Town doctors 
took place, the symptoms 
disappeared! There followed 
three years of schooling and 
one year of music study. Af-
ter getting to know and love 
the Loreto Sisters, Una en-
tered the Loreto convent in 
Pretoria in November 1942. 
As Sr Anne, she worked in 
Loreto schools in South Af-
rica, mostly as a music 
teacher, and later as a com-
munity leader in various 
communities. From 1980 – 
86 she worked in Rome on 
the General Council. In 1992 
she became Provincial Sec-
retary in Pretoria until 2002, 
when after sixty years as a 
religious sister, she decided 

to change provinces and come 
to Australia to be near her fam-
ily who had emigrated here 
from Zimbabwe in the 1980s. 
She received a warm welcome 
when she arrived in February 
2003 and was happy to re-
ceive Australian citizenship in 
July this year.  
She is currently in Ballarat en-
joying a quiet retirement, rel-
ishing the opportunities it of-
fers like piano playing (she has 
a music pupil too!), taking quiet 
walks, enjoying the beauties of 
the nearby lake and gardens, 
reading, collecting stamps for 
Loreto missions and occasion-
ally visiting her family in Bund-
aberg. 
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Above: Anne (Una) Hulme, 
aged 6,  pictured on her 

mother’s motorbike (seated in 
front). 



gether of the Abrahamic 
family and like all families, 
it shares a story.  Like all 
families, each tells the 
story from their own per-
spective. So each family 
needs to listen carefully to 
each ones’ story. 
Their vision statement says 
they aim: 
To facilitate the building of  
bridges of understanding 
and respect between the 
Abrahamic faiths 
(Christianity, Islam and 
Judiaism). 
 The Abrahamic Alliances 
arrange a variety of occa-
sions and invite people to 
participate. Through at-
tending days where we 
shared our basic life values 
and engaged in social 
events like picnics, we 
came to know some of the 
Islamic women quite well. 
One of these women has 
become a very good friend. 
She is very enthusiastic 
about bringing Christian 
women and Muslim women 
together for conversations 
which really engage both 

Our Circle of Peace was 
formed about five years 
ago. Initially, we read, re-
flected and shared our 
thoughts and understand-
ings on a variety of texts 
that related to our lives as 
Catholic women. These we 
found both stimulating and 
challenging. It was from 
our circle conversations 
that we found ourselves 
drawn to explore ways to 
engage in interfaith dia-
logue. 
We invited to our monthly 
gathering, two young 
women from the Muslim 
Women’s Support Centre. 
These women were Uni-
versity students and one 
was a teacher at the local 
Islamic College. They 
shared with us ’A day in 
the life of a Muslim 
woman’. 
We were delighted with the 
evening and decided to 
continue our interfaith con-
versations. 
In Perth, there is a group 
called The Abrahamic Alli-
ances . It is a coming to-

groups in sharing together 
what is of the essence of our 
lives.  
And so together, we chose 
for our first topic, prayer, as 
prayer is fundamental to the 
lives of Christians and Mus-
lims. We invited the women 
to consider two questions: 
WHAT IS PRAYER FOR 
YOU AND HOW DOES IT 
BECOME PART OF YOUR 
DAILY LIFE? 
That circle gathering was a 
wonderful success. We had 
equal numbers of Muslim 
and Christian women. We 
worked in small groups 
where we shared our 
thoughts and listened to 
each other. We came to-
gether later for comments 
and some shared prayer 
forms. Both groups were 
excited by the outcome and 
requested that we continue 
this type of conversation. It 
was taking us into a deeper 
place within ourselves. We 
were finding we had so 
much in common. 
The next month, we chose to 
share some of our experi-
ences of forgiveness. This 
too, was a rich and meaning-
ful gathering. We shared 
stories from our lives, and 
from our scriptures and sa-
cred writings. By the end of 
the evening, I am sure we 
had come to a deeper under-
standing of what is at the 
heart of both Muslim and 
Christian forgiveness. 
Perhaps the best outcome of 
these circles of peace is we 
set out to build bridges of 
understanding and respect  
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Circles of  Peace and Bridges of  Understanding 
and Respect in WA 

and we have become 
friends. 
There are so many other 
topics that we hope to ex-
plore together. some of 
these are:  

• Bringing up children-   
family values 

• The role of women 

• Fasting – Ramadam and 
Lent. 

• Holy  books 

• Mystics   
rumi….sufi….christian 
mystics. 

The circle is not a traditional 
meeting. Our Circle of Peace 
is a gathering of women in a 
non-hierarchical circle where 
everyone’s place is equal. It 
becomes a sacred space 
where the truth is spoken, 
communication is in the spirit 
of dialogue, leadership is 
shared, and a person speaks 
and listens from the heart. 
Some call this spirituality, 
prayer or faith. Circle mem-
bers witness, model and ex-
perience spirit and soul con-
nections with each other that 
lead to possibilities beyond 
our expectations. 
 
Can the simple act of peo-
ple gathering in a certain 
shape really heal the 
world? 

 
By Sr Marg Finlay ibvm 
(pictured above with Circle of 
Peace participant) 
  



Strong Young Mums Program Wins CSS Award 

Centacare Wilcannia-
Forbes 
Strong Young Mums 
Program wins 
Catholic Social Ser-
vices Australia 
Norma Parker Award 
for Innovative Service 
 
The Strong Young Mums 
Program was established 
in Bourke at the end of 
2005 in response to the 
large number of teenage 
mothers in the community 
who had dropped out of 
school once they learnt 
they were pregnant.   
Loreto Sister and Centa-
care Director, Sr Margaret 
Flynn said, "It is wonderful 
that such a worthy program 
has received this honour. It 
is a model that could en-
hance the lives of so many 
more indigenous and non-
indigenous young mothers 
in remote communities." 
As Director, Margaret was 
involved in identifying the 
need for the program which 
helps young mothers attain 
the equivalent of Year 10 
accreditation. Along with 
her enthusiastic and com-
mitted team, she devel-
oped a model for the pro-
gram and commenced the 
long process of seeking 
funding to commence the 
program. The Department 
of Families, Community 
Services and Indigenous 
Affairs  were convinced it 
was a model worth sup-
porting and provided fund-
ing until June 2008. 
Once funding was found, 
the next issue was to en-

gage with these young 
mothers, encourage the 
motivation to pursue train-
ing and to be consistent in 
turning up.  
At the same time, negotia-
tions began with TAFE to-
wards designing modules 
in line with the interests 
and abilities of the young 
mothers and with elements 
that would eventually lead 
to accreditation.  
The young mothers in-
sisted they needed to have 
their children attend with 
them so setting up child-
care at the TAFE was con-
sidered. However there 
were just too many hurdles 
to overcome to make the 
premises child-safe.   
The local childcare centre 
had experienced a drop in 
numbers (due to the 
drought) , however, no In-
digenous families had ever 
used the centre.  So Mar-
garet asked the centre to 
invite the young mothers to 
a couple of morning teas.  
When the mothers saw the 
environment and the enjoy-
ment their children were 
having, they agreed to en-
roll their children the days 
they attended TAFE. 
After 18 months, Centa-
care has:  

• 19 young mothers 
consistently attending 
TAFE two days per 
week – on their way to 
gaining accreditation; 
thinking of further 
training 

• Indigenous children 
attending the child-

care centre for the first 
time ever – with increased 
developmental opportuni-
ties – social skills develop-
ment,  

• a group of approx. 40 
young mothers  attend 
playgroup – where they 
have input on health, par-
enting, nutrition and issues 
such as domestic violence 
and financial management. 
Older Indigenous women 
often attend these groups 
to provide support and 
mentoring.  

• young mothers with in-
creased self-esteem and 
confidence and who are 
clearer on the life they 
want for themselves and 
their children; 

• strong partnerships with 
TAFE, Childcare, Maternal 
Health nurse, DoCS and 
other agencies. 

To read more please visit our 
the Loreto Sisters website 
news page or click below: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/news/
article_display.cfm?
article_id=253 
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L-R: Fallon Ord and 
Belinda Cunningham 
(Centacare) with Faye 
Greene (CSS). 
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Mary Ward Justice Lecture 
 
All are welcome at the annual Mary Ward Justice Lecture: Public Vir-
tue, Private Vice on Wednesday, 31 October 2007 from 6:30 - 9:00 
p.m at Loreto Kirribilli Auditorium, Sydney. 
Join Dr. Attracta Lagan and Fr. Frank Brennan, AO, SJ in a thought pro-
voking conversation about our values and the way we live, facilitated by 
Simon Longstaff. 
Dr. Attracta Lagan is a professional sociologist with 15 years experience 
working with boards and senior management teams. She holds a BA 
(Hons) in Social Sciences; a Masters of Applied Science and a PhD in 
Values and Organisational Change.  Attracta is a Fellow of Deakin Uni-
versity’s Corporate Citizenship Unit and has been a member of the Sus-
tainability Advisory Council to the Australian Minerals Industry for several 
years.   
Her work revolves around helping organisations skill their members to 
address the new social, environmental and ethical accountabilities of sus-
tainable business development. 
Fr. Frank Brennan, AO, SJ a Jesuit priest and lawyer, is Professor of 
Law in the Institute of Legal Studies at the Australian Catholic Univer-
sity.  He is an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) for services to Abo-
riginal Australians (1995).  With Pat Dodson he shared the inaugural 
ACFOA Human Rights Award (1996).  
For further information visit the Loreto Sisters news page: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/news/index.cfm 
 

Have you seen our new look 
website?  
Log onto www.loreto.org.au to see a 
refreshed and friendly looking 
homepage, as well as updates to the 
About Us,  Vocations and Mary Ward 
International pages.  
 

Centenary of Suffrage Grants  

In 2008, the Victorian Government is 
encouraging all Victorians to cele-
brate 100 years since most Victorian 
women gained the right to vote.  

The right to vote is the cornerstone 
of modern democracy. Victorian 
women faced a long and protracted 
battle to gain the vote and equal rep-
resentation in 1908, although Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women were not able to vote until 
the 1960s.  

The Grants are for community or-
ganisations planning events in 2008 
that celebrate and recognise this 
milestone and its future significance.  

Further information: 1300 366 356 
or www.grants.dpcd.vic.gov.au 

Applications close 5pm, Fri 9 Nov 07. 

Who is My  Sister? 
The Office for the Participation of 
Women is currently undertaking a pro-
ject to produce a prayer book contain-
ing prayers, reflections or meditations 
from Catholic women throughout Aus-
tralia.  The aim is to produce a prayer 
book which reflects the environmental 
and cultural diversity of Australia. 
Submissions of prayers, reflections or 
meditations (max 250 words) are in-
vited from women of all ages, experi-
ences and cultures. Original artwork 
or photographs is also welcome. 
Deadline for submissions:   
14 December 2007 
Further information: 
Kimberly Davis  02 62019867 or  
02 62019864  
director.opw@catholic.org.au 

Celebrate Mary Ward’s Vision, 
Rome 2009 

2009 is the 400th anniversary of the 
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(IBVM), founded by Mary Ward in re-
sponse to God’s call for active engage-
ment in Church and world. Come and 
celebrate a leader of originality, faith 
and daring, whose inspiration continues 
today.  
Celebrations in Rome will include: 
• Welcoming our walking pilgrims 

from Liège 
• Concert in the Church of S. Ignazio 
• An audience with the Holy Father 
• A Symposium on Mary Ward 
• Visiting places connected with Mary 

Ward 
• The chance to meet up with your 

friends & make new ones 
Organise your own group pilgrimage.  
 
Further information will be available 
soon. 

 

This is the last edition of the Loreto 
Friends Networker for 2007. I will be 
going on maternity leave from 
October 19 onwards and look forward 
to bringing you more news and 
updates in 2008.  
 
During this time I will still be 
contactable via email, so to contribute 
a story or to add a friend to our 
mailing list please email me at 
communications@loreto.org.au 
 
See you soon! 
 
Sophia Ljaskevic 

Loreto Sisters Australia 
www.loreto.org.au 

Other events 
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