
 

 

Dear Friends,  

This Loreto Networker brings Christmas 
greetings from all of us on our province 
leadership team: Elizabeth Hepburn, 
Anne McPhee, Francine Roberts and 
Wendy Hildebrand and myself; and from 
all at Loreto Centre. It tells many stories of 
celebration, of education and of service. 

Christmas recalls the foundational teach-
ing of the Christian faith: God so loved the 
world that the Word of God took on our 
flesh, walked our roads, experienced what 
it is like to live, to love, to be betrayed, to 
suffer and to die!  Jesus’ coming among 
us and being experienced in the commu-
nity after his death gives the promise that 
our lives have meaning beyond the fron-
tiers we can know and grasp: in some 
inexplicable way, our lives continue in 
God and God continues with and in us. 
The proclamation of peace at Jesus’ birth 
is to be lived out by us. 

Christians are not alone in living out a 
faith that gives hope and demands action 
for peace. This week a number of Loreto 
sisters have joined hundreds of others at 
sessions of the World Parliament of Relig-
ions which brings together people from all 
religions to show that differences can en-
rich rather than divide. Common tasks can 
be undertaken supported by varied faith 
commitments, and different approaches to 
prayer and reflection. Respect for the 
many pathways to God would enable re-
ligion to play a significant role in fostering 
global peace and sustainability.  

 

 

 

 

 

Over 6,000 participants attended this first 
ever gathering of the World Parliament in 
Australia. It gave hope: so many place 
God at the heart of their lives and seek 
God in shared concern for our society and 
planet. As followers of Jesus in Mary 
Ward’s way, with her broad-minded em-
brace of the faith, which calls us to “serve 
God with great love and liberty of mind”, 
we are committed to building peace 
across and with other faiths. 

This Parliament turned minds to Copen-
hagen. Messages were sent urging lead-
ers to act for the future of the planet and 
not give in to selfish and short-sighted 
national agendas. It is easy to build alli-
ances based on fear. It is harder to build 
alliances which give full weight to the 
rightful needs of future generations and of 
peoples beyond national borders. Let us 
keep all leaders in prayer as they face 
decisions which will impact us all. 

All this sounds serious for a Christmas 
edition, but “Peace to all people” is either 
a pipe dream or a serious commitment. 
Globally we can do little. Closer to home, 
Christmas is a time when family gather-
ings can become fraught; where loss of 
loved ones is deeply felt; where those on 
the edges of our society feel isolated; 
where those with few resources feel the 
pressure of financial demands. If each 
one of us commits to act with peace and 
generous care to make some small differ-
ence in these realities, the angels’ mes-
sage of peace will ring out with joy! 

Chris Burke ibvm 
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insights. While we will not try 
to duplicate 2009, our focus 
over the coming years will 
continue to seek ways to re-
spond to the call “Let your 
love at all times be rooted in 
God and then remain faithful 
to your friends”, and caring for 
our world- to elaborate on a 
saying of Mary Ward’s. 

More information and photos: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/
about/mary_ward_004.html 

After months of anticipation 
and a year of planning, over 
1000 international Loreto 
friends and colleagues took 
part in an inspiring Mary Ward 
Jubilee Week in Rome (Oct 
4—9). Participants reported 
an exciting array of events, 
joyful reunions with friends, 
the formation of new friend-
ships and a strong sense of 
unity and celebration. 

A special thank you to all in 
our schools, our friends, com-
panions and our Centre staff 
for the extra effort that this 
400 year celebration has en-
tailed with liturgies, concerts, 
book launches, in-service, 
publicity and talks. It has 
been a creative and collabo-
rative effort in every state. I 
think we can safely say that 
Mary Ward is better known at 
the end of this year than she 
was at the beginning! Our 
friends and benefactors have 
given so much in time, in skill, 
in companionship and new 

Photos on this page: 
 
Top left: Genevieve Lacey leads a re-enactment of the entry 
of Mary Ward’s small band into Rome via Piazza del Populo, 
with her flute. (Photo by Jablowsky/Haseneder 2009). 

Top right: Marg Finlay ibvm, Sue Rennie, Sally O’Byrne and 
Angela Slattery ibvm in front of the medieval pilgrimage 
shrine at Altötting, Germany. 

Below left: Mary O'Connor (Deputy Loreto Mandeville), Anne 
Fry (Principal John XXIII) and Susan Stevens (Principal Lo-
reto Mandeville) in Rome. 

Below right: Loreto's sea of yellow enthusiastically greets 
Pope Benedict in St Peter's Square. (Photo by 
Jablowsky/Haseneder 2009). 
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Altöttinger Liebfrauenbote   
18 October 2009  Nr. 42, page 17 
400 YEARS OLD – BUT YOUNG IN 
HEART. Sisters of the Congregatio 
Jesu Celebrate the Anniversary of 
Their Order in Rome. 
This article appeared in a German 
newspaper. It focuses on the Con-
gregation of Jesus, the other half of 
Mary Ward’s Institute. IBVM and CJs 
planned and shaped the Rome gath-
ering together. Naming has always 
been a dilemma for the diversely 
titled CJ/English/IBVM/Loretos, but 
we all claim Mary Ward heritage.  

Through a Symposium, a General Au-
dience, and a Festive Mass the former 
“English Ladies” have celebrated the 
anniversary of their order and demon-
strated their unceasing dynamism. 
It was a colourful, cheerful celebration 
of encounter to which members of the 
Congregatio Jesu, long better known 
as the “English Ladies,” had come. 
Also present were Sisters of the Loreto 
Community, as well as Companions of 
the Order and Representatives of the 
Mary Ward Schools. Sisters from 37 
countries and all continents met in a 
cordial and in the best sense of the 
word sisterly fashion. They came from 
Albania and South Korea, from Austra-
lia, India and Zimbabwe, from England, 
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Slovakia 
and Romania. Many have known each 
other for years, and many work across 
boundaries in the spirit of that woman, 
who 400 years ago elevated a vision of 
September 1609 into a life-task  to es-
tablish a new path of spiritual life for 
women. She did this with a number of 
companions, founding a path that 
within the Catholic Church proved 
stony and laborious.  
For a few moments the street-chaos of 
Rome was halted, as a group of sisters 
in 17th- century habits, together with a 
group of pilgrims that had walked in 
stages from Louvain to Rome since 

2003, entered the city at the Piazza del 
Popolo, as Mary Ward herself did on 24 
December 1621. At that time Mary 
Ward had covered the 2000 km in 70 
days. Even if the joy of the encounter 
exceeded all limits, everyone was 
aware that in 1621 a bitter path of suf-
fering was beginning for Mary Ward. 
She trod that path with infinite trust in 
God and a great inner freedom based 
on that trust right up to the papal bull 
that dissolved her houses and 
“abolished” her society. At that time a 
community living an Apostolic mission 
outside of the cloister did not fit the 
thinking of church authorities. 
Those gathered in Rome looked not 
only at the past but also at the Congre-
gatio Jesu today and tomorrow, and 
they looked with undiminished confi-
dence at the many sisters who work in 
education in the spirit of Mary Ward. 
And where sisters are not active, 
schools are managed in her spirit. Sister 
Gemma Simmonds CJ of London pro-
posed to the conference a vision which 
presents Mary Ward for today and to-
morrow:  Whoever lives and works in 
the spirit of the Founder, whether in a 
long tradition or for just a few years, 
carries that heritage with them. In to-
day’s context this heritage offers a pow-
erful answer to the situation of women 
in the entire world.  
Sister Mary Wright IBVM from Australia 
invited people to reflect on Mary Ward’s 
kindly fearlessness and patient gener-
osity. Mary Ward’s advice was to follow 
God, not to run ahead of him. Thus she 
became a “prophet for a future that was 
not her own.” Sister Martha Zechmeister 
gave heart to those sisters, whose com-
munities are growing smaller. Slipping 
into the role of Mary Ward, she de-
clared, “Don’t let yourselves lose a 
sense of humour. Don’t cling desper-
ately. None of your love gets lost. Who-
ever seeks to gain and to cling, loses.” 
Much within these visions and mes-
sages is and remains very much alive. 
That could be seen everywhere in 

Rome during the days of celebration, 
whether at the general papal audi-
ence in St. Peter’s Square, or at the 
festive mass, which Sister Avita 
Bichlmaier with her Mary Ward Choir 
from Altötting co-performed with great 
musical expressiveness, or during the 
guided tours on Mary Ward’s paths in 
Rome, or above all in the huge gath-
ering at the Generalate of the Order, 
where everyone rejoiced, spoke, 
prayed and sang together.  
Here it became only too clear: This 
Society lives its visions, and this soci-
ety is young, with its message of inner 
freedom for everyone, above all for 
women, who make an impact with 
body and soul. At present there are 
1,923 sisters worldwide, of whom 553 
belong to the Central European prov-
ince.  

Dr Hans Würdinger   
We thank Dr William Johnston for the 
translation of this newspaper article. 
  
Above: Welcoming ceremony. Marian 
Moriarty ibvm General Superior 
and Mechtild Meckl cj General Superior. 
(Photo by Jablowsky/Haseneder 2009) 

 In the News 
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In yet another exciting mile-
stone for the Institute of 
Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM) Lo-
reto Sisters worldwide, the 
Congregation for Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Societies 
of Apostolic Life, has accepted 
the revised text of the IBVM 
Constitutions, on the 21st No-
vember, the feast of the Presen-
tation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 
Marian Moriarty, General Superior 
Loreto Sisters, said “It is indeed a 
special blessing to have received 
the Decree of Approval within 
2009, this 400th anniversary year. 
We have much reason to rejoice 
and be glad!” 
The process involved every mem-
ber of the Institute. It required a 
close re-reading of the full       
Ignatian text, to see what aspects 
should be foot-noted as no longer 
relevant in the 21st century.  It 
also involved the writing and cri-
tique of a second volume that 
captures the theology, spirituality 
and way of life of sisters in a 
world-wide Institute today. Austra-
lia had a special role in this with 
Melbourne based Sr Deirdre 
Browne the person commissioned 
to write this second volume. 
Constitutions are the guidelines 

which shape the lives of any organi-
sation, and this is so for Religious 
Congregations within the Catholic 
Church. Constitutions are grounded 
in the spirituality of the particular 
group to enable the members to live 
out the vows that are at the heart of 
their vocation in the church. They 
have to meet certain criteria laid 
down by Canon law, (Catholic 
Church Law) to protect the rights of 
members, to ensure just processes 
for election and appointment of 
leaders etc., since any recognised 
Congregation will operate officially 
as part of the Church. 
Many who have heard the story of 
Mary Ward and her companions, 
will know that they failed in their 
efforts to get confirmation as a reli-
gious community, because they 
wanted to form a women’s “Society 
of Jesus”, using the Constitutions 
St. Ignatius had written with much 
prayer and reflection for the Jesuits 
about 40 years before Mary was 
born.  
Mary wanted these because they 
were grounded in a spirituality 
which found God in the everyday 
events and encounters of education 
and pastoral work, and which called 
members to a discipleship of Jesus 
that was discerning, reflective and 
responsible. Church leadership of 
the time found the idea preposter-

ous: such a calling was utterly beyond 
the capacities of women. The fledg-
ling Institute was destroyed and all the 
Christian faithful, to quote the Papal 
edict of the time, were to regard and 
repute this Congregation of 
“pretended Jesuitesses” as 
“suppressed, extinct, rooted out, de-
stroyed and abolished”. 
The followers of Mary Ward, forbidden 
to name her as founder until 1909, yet 
increasingly called to educate in many 
countries, found themselves split by 
distance, war and bishops into more 
than 20 smaller congregations. By the 
1980s these smaller units had amal-
gamated into three Generalates, and 
the leaders began working quite 
closely together. During these almost 
400 years, the struggle to live by the 
Ignatian Constitutions continued.   
In the 1980s the Institute finally 
adapted the basic text with some 
modern additions, and believed they 
were set for the next 50 years or 
so...but not so! Christine Burke, Lo-
reto Sisters Australia Province 
Leader, says, “Theology, Canon Law, 
and cultures do not fossilise because 
one has printed a document, and the 
modern parts began looking rather 
‘tired’.” 
At the same time, conversations 
about ‘re-union’ began between two of 
the Generalates, the North America 
and  the (Irish) Loreto stem from 
which it had begun in the 1840s.  In 
2003 this re-union was formally ac-
cepted by all sisters in both groups 
and by the Vatican, and they commit-
ted to look together at their Constitu-
tions to ensure that they reflected 
their new reality.  
In October this year, after the Mary 
Ward 400 celebrations in Rome, 40 
IBVM sisters from nine provinces, two 
regions, and a number of places 
where new shoots of the Institute are 
being planted, met outside of Rome 
for two weeks.              Cont. page 5 
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Revised IBVM Constitutions Approved  

Sisters from around the world unite to work towards formal assent 
at the General Congregation, October 2009.  



 

 

Celebrating Mary Ward in Darwin  

town. The talk was appreci-
ated by all present . They 
were amazed and thrilled to 
hear Mary Ward’s story.  

Of course one of the many 
questions asked of Jan and 
Lis was, “Did the Church 
ever lift the Bull of Suppres-
sion?”  They pointed out, as 
did Fr Malcolm Fyfe MSC,  
that in Mary Ward’s life time 
“it was better to be Mary’s 
enemy than her friend be-
cause she loved them the 
more” and treated them 
prayerfully.  So, no the Bull 
was never rescinded and 
there has been no apology 
however in 1909 Pope Pius 
X finally recognised Mary 
Ward as the founder of the 
IBVM. 

The 11.30 Mass on Saturday 
was celebrated  at St Mary’s 
Cathedral with Fr Malcolm 
Fyfe MSC (MSC Superior) 
as Chief Celebrant, assisted 

Darwin in “the build up” leaves  
much to be desired … but 
nothing can interfere with the 
celebration of 400 years since 
Mary Ward’s “glory vision”. 

Sisters Helen Salter from Bris-
bane and Lis Keane from the 
Gold Coast came to help us 
celebrate this great occasion in 
Darwin (4-5 December). They 
arrived in the very early hours  
(about 1.00 a.m.) on what 
turned out to be the hottest 
December day on record, with 
the temperature reaching 37°C 
and 97% humidity. 

The next evening (Friday) Dar-
win local, Sr Jan Niall and Lis 
presented a talk on Mary Ward 
in the air-conditioned hall at 
Darwin Memorial Uniting 
Church. This was attended by  
a combination of both Catholic 
and Uniting Church parishion-
ers – a good reflection of the 
people we meet in our ecu-
menical  endeavours  around 

by Bishop Emeritus of Dar-
win Ted Collins DD MSC, Fr 
John Kelleher MSC  
(Cathedral Administrator) 
and Fr James d’ Souza 
(Assistant Administrator) 
who concelebrated.  

This Mass was followed by 
lunch at our own home, Lo-
reto Osbaldwick . All our 
friends who were at the 
Mass joined us again for 
lunch as the celebration con-
tinued. 

Mary Ward is now well 
known in Darwin, thanks to 
this celebration . 

Jan Niall IBVM 

Page 5 Loreto Fr iends Networker Issue 12 

Above: Wendy Beres-
ford-Maning, Lis Keane 

ibvm,  Jan Niall ibvm 
and Helen Salter ibvm 
at the Mary Ward lec-
ture, Darwin Memorial 

Church Hall. 

gious accepted the revised 
Constitutions.  

Christine Burke said, “Mary 
Ward’s conviction that 
women can act with integrity 
and responsibility, live with 
freedom to refer all to God, 
and work for justice has 
been lived out by many in 
the 400 years since this idea 
was given her by God. All 
ministerial religious women 
now operate in the manner 
she advocated: grounded in 
God, sharing a vision in a 
community, with freedom 

They were joined by two sis-
ters from the Congregation of 
Jesus, the “other half” of Mary 
Ward’s followers, (who 
changed from ‘IBVM’ in 2003 
to have the name Jesus in 
their title, as Mary Ward had 
wanted).  
Their task at this General Con-
gregation was to finalise the 
wording of these new Constitu-
tions, and to give formal as-
sent on behalf of the members 
in 26 different countries. This 
was done on the October 28th, 
2009. 
On November 21, 2009, the 
Vatican Congregation for Reli-

from enclosure, from habit, 
and for service”. 

The Decree aptly encourages 
the Loreto Sisters: 
May this renewed expres-
sion of their Constitutions, 
approved in the four hun-
dredth year of the Insti-
tute’s foundation, provide 
inspiration and strength for 
all the members of the Insti-
tute throughout the world, 
as they follow Christ in 
freedom and sincerity, ac-
cording to the charism of 
their foundress, Mary Ward 
and in the tradition of Saint 
Ignatius, for the greater 
glory of God. 

Cont from page 4... Revised IBVM Constitutions 



 

 

Mary Ward International Australia Update 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING RECOVERY 
PROGRAM 
 
“Children’s confidence and 
self esteem have increased 
and they are more positive 
towards school.” 
 
The Reading Recovery Program* 
in the Kimberley has assisted 
children, once lost and over-
whelmed, to realise their poten-
tial. Here we share with you 
some highlights from participat-
ing schools’ mid year reports. 
 
Many of the schools have re-
ported positive outcomes since 
the program commenced. St Jo-
seph’s in Kununurra, which has 
four  
 
Below: Student learning to read. 
students in the program and five 
already completed this year, re-

ports that many of the children in 
the Reading Recovery Program are 
continuing to attend school more 
regularly than before participating in 
the program. One child in particular 
asks the Reading Recovery teach-
ers every day for a new book to 
take home. 
 
St Mary’s College in Broome had 12 
students participate in the program 
in 2009, which included four who 
have continued from 2008. The 
teachers are enthusiastic about the 
results. They have formed positive 
partnerships with parents and care-
givers, who had only ever had 
negative experiences with schools – 
in their own education and that of 
their child.  
 
“One of the most rewarding things… 
comes after a parent has watched 
their child in a session. …Countless 
parents … have cried after seeing 
the success of their child and then 
cried again because they wish their 
older child had access to … Read-
ing Recovery.” 
 
Teachers report that the children’s 
oral language has been significantly 
enhanced. Participation and behav-
iour in the classroom have also im-
proved. However, there are many 

children in the school 
with unacceptably low 
levels of literacy who do 
not have access to the 
program due to lack of 
resources. 
  
Holy Rosary School, 
Derby, reports that 
every child on the pro-
gram has made im-
provements in not only 
their reading but also 

Above: Student participating in a literacy 
activity. 
within the classroom and in other literacy 
activities.  
 
Meetings between parents and teachers 
and one on one support for the children 
have resulted in significant gains. Chil-
dren’s confidence and self esteem have 
increased and they are more positive to-
wards school. Children now express 
pleasure in reading books and take an 
active interest in reading. They have also 
discovered the joy of writing stories and 
have been doing so ‘for fun’. 
 
St Joseph’s Wyndham, which has been 
involved in the program since 2006, also 
reports that the majority of students who 
complete the program continue progress-
ing within in their own classroom.  
 
All the schools have expressed their grati-
tude to MWIA, their passion for the pro-
gram, their commitment to the children 
and their wish for more teachers to be 
trained so that the program can extend to 
more needy children. 
 
*The Loreto Sisters, through MWIA and 
with the generous support of Julianne 
Maxwell (Roarty ’76) and the Roarty 
family, are funding Reading Recovery 
in six primary schools in the Kimberley 
for three years. 
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As the year draws to an end I 
would like to thank all our won-
derful supporters who have 
helped shape and move Mary 
Ward International Australia 
(MWIA) forward so positively.  

In the 2008/2009, thanks to our 
generous supporters and project 
partners, we supported a wide 
range of projects in Australia and 
overseas. These include Strong 
Young Mums in Bourke, Reading 
Recovery in the Kimberley, pri-
mary and secondary education 
in India, education of brickfield 
worker children in India, educa-
tion equipment and building as-
sistance in Zambia and Kenya, 
community ownership and devel-
opment programs in Panighatta, 
India and educational assistance 
for students and teachers in 
Burma and Timor Leste. 

We launched our volunteer pro-
gram and saw off our first group 
of volunteers to Alice Springs, 
Kenya, India and Peru. Their 
experiences and reflections will 
inspire you. A further nine young 
women are now preparing for 
journeys to Timor Leste and In-
dia.  

Our project updates, ideas for 
how you can get invovled and 
shared stories from returned vol-
unteers can be accessed by vis-
iting the MWIA pages on the Lo-
reto Sisters website:http://
www.loreto.org.au/works/
mwi.html 

I have been constantly humbled 
by your support, inspired by the 
dedication of our fellow sisters 
and moved by the personal sto-
ries I hear.  

It has been a privilege to work 
with such inspiring people how-
ever I will be taking a year off in 
2010 to pursue professional 
and spiritual studies.  

Libby Rogerson ibvm will be 
taking over as Executive Officer 
in my absence. Libby and eve-
ryone at MWIA look forward to 
sharing more with you in 2010.  

I would also like to thank my 
assistant, Caitlin Leahy, for her 
wonderful contribution to 
MWIA.  She has been instru-
mental in the many new initia-
tives that MWIA has accom-
plished since she joined us in 
late 2007. Caitlin will be travel-
ling and doing some volunteer 
work in 2010.      

On behalf of MWIA , I wish you 
a happy and peaceful Christ-
mas abounding in love and 
sharing with friends and family. 

Janet Palafox ibvm 

 
 

 

A new face for MWIA—Farewell Janet, Welcome Libby 
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Above: Janet Palafox pictured in her various 
roles during her time as Executive Officer of 
MWIA. From top: Janet with MWI EOs from 
around the world; Janet at a childcare centre in 
Nepal; and at a MWIA display with Josie Jeffrey 
ibvm at Loreto Marryatville Social Justice Week.  

Below: Libby Rogerson ibvm 
is looking forward to her new 
role as Executive Officer.   
Libby is a Director of the 
Board of MWIA and Chair of 
the Loreto Justice Peace and 
Integrity of Creation Commit-
tee (JPIC). 



 

 

Some personal reflections by 
Carloyn McSwiney ibvm 

The Parliament of the World’s Relig-
ions 2009 (PWR) took place in Mel-
bourne from December 3-9. The 
theme was ‘Healing the earth: Hear-
ing the difference’.   

Among the 7,000+ participants, 
through the week at any one time 
there were between 15 and 20 
IBVMs.  

I joined the Melbourne PWR office 
as a long term volunteer, the first 
volunteer to register!  I worked one 
day a week over 16 months, clock-
ing up more than 250 hours of vol-
unteer office work from September 
2007 until yesterday. I loved it! The 
office was located in The Hub, the 
original Docklands site office that 
was made available for two years in 
Melbourne’s Docklands by the City 
of Melbourne. In fact it was Tourism 
Victoria that initiated the bid for the 
Parliament five or six years ago. 
(‘Our’ Kate McKenzie, working at 
the time in the Premier’s Depart-
ment helped put the Melbourne bid 
together.)  

I thought I ‘knew something’ about 
multi-faith and cultural diversity, but 
this pushed my goal posts from 120 
to 180 degrees. In addition to the 
office work, I worked closely with 
Buddhists, post-Buddhists, Ba’hais, 
Quakers (‘Friends’), Sikhs, Jews…
the list is endless. I helped write 
policies, develop handbooks, audit 
meetings including a video-
conference ‘live’ with the Board in 
Chicago, draft emails to the 600 
volunteers and serve on the Com-
munity Relations and General Advi-
sory Committees. During the Event I 
chose to work on the information 
desks at the Conference Centre 
wearing a very unflattering T shirt. 
Liz Hepburn was kind enough to call 
it caramel coloured: I called it some-
thing else… It is amazing what one  

Parliament of  the World’s Religions 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

will do for a convincing cause! 

My thanks are especially due to 
Chris Burke, who was present at the 
official launch, saw the significance 
of the ‘Parliament of the World’s Re-
ligions’ in building social cohesion, 
respect and mutual understanding. 
She first drew my attention to the 
Parliament when I was still on Sab-
batical in Dublin in 2007 and sug-
gested that I might be interested in 
becoming involved. It was also Chris 
with Kate McKenzie who facilitated 
and navigated a very complex group 
registration process for those who 
wished to attend. 

With over 650 presentations, each 
one of ‘ours’ would have come away 
from the week with a unique set of 
experiences. The scene was highly 
colorful, the scale was massive, and 
the atmosphere was remarkably 
peaceful.  My own ‘sampling’ of 
events on the one day I was free to 
attend included an ‘Open conversa-
tion with Joan Chittister ‘. It was one 
of six sessions which Joan presented 
and this session alone had an audi-
ence of more than 600. 

I heard a panel speak on  Religion, 
Science and Environmental Activism; 
a session on Universities,  

Interreligious dialogue and Social Jus-
tice: a Conversation, with two speak-
ers from the Berkley Centre, George-
town University and the Principal of a 
university for women in  Saudi; the 
world premiere of a fine film Compas-
sion Rising, which documented  the 
meeting in 1968 between Thomas 
Merton and the Dalai Lama and the 
visit of the Dalai Lama and his monks, 
after Merton’s  death, to the monas-
tery of Gethsemane;  a panel present-
ing thoughts on the Global Media and 
Religion presented by the BBC World 
News Religion reporter; a well-known 
Moslem reporter from North America 
and a Hindu Sadhu from Honolulu 
who;  and finally a meditation accom-
panied by the chanting of the Gyoto 
monks of Tibet. 

Daily events were covered quite ex-
tensively in the Melbourne media. In 
coming weeks look out for: 

• Compass on Sunday night 
(13/12/09) Geraldine Doogue and 
a panel of high profile interna-
tional and Australian guest speak-
ers attending the Parliament re-
corded this at one session during 
the event. 

• ABC: Radio National. The Spirit of 
Things on 13/12/09. Sarah and 
Hagar: A Tale of Two Women in 
the Bible: Sarah, the matriarch of 
the Jewish people and Hagar who 
became the matriarch of the Arab 
peoples. Three feminist interpre-
tations by Rebecca Forgasz, Ra-
chel Woodlock and Coralie Ling 
bring together the Jewish, Muslim 
and Christian responses to ‘a 
story filled with emotional, ethical 
and political implications’. Coralie 
would be known to many of our 
Melbourne people interested in 
multi-faith /feminist issues. 

• ABC: Radio National. The En-
counter Program on 20/12/09 will 
come from the PWR event. 
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Trish Franklin ibvm has been work-
ing in Vietnam of the past 16 years, 
as founder and program coordinator 
of the Loreto Vietnam Australia Pro-
gram. The Program has won world-
wide acclaim for its well targeted 
projects to help young Vietnamese 
students in rural and inner city ar-
eas, providing valuable educational 
opportunities; safe housing; sup-
porting vision-impaired children; a 
school for children with intellectual 
disabilities and a school for blind 
children.  

Currently the program has 11 pro-
jects underway involving 6000 chil-
dren. Added to the support of the 
children is LVAP's strong focus on 
the professional development of 
staff in all projects. Trish has negoti-
ated intricate networks of govern-
ment bodies and involved expatriate 
Australians in order to carry out her 
work.  

“There are lots of difficulties that we 
face each day, but this is nothing 
compared to the joy I feel when I 
see so many beautiful children pro-
gressing with their lives and reach-
ing their potentials,” Trish said. 

In November LVAP celebrated a 
major milestone with the opening of 
the second campus of the Sunrise 

Second Campus for Sunrise Special School Vietnam  

Special school  - Vocational Training 
Centre. Over 150 guests attended 
the celebration, including Liz Hep-
burn ibvm, Principal of St Mary’s Col-
lege, Melbourne University and 
member of the Loreto Sisters Provin-
cial Council. 

The second campus has been de-
signed primarily for young people in 
their mid to late teens with intellec-
tual disabilities, who have completed 
their schooling at the first campus. In 
time it is hoped the school will part-
ner with local companies to help 
young people integrate into work. 

(Sourced from www.loreto.org and 
The Courier, Ballarat, 28 Nov 09) 
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Above: Trish with a student.  
Below: Trish at the annual Loreto Fest 
event that brings together ex-patriots to 
gather support for LVAP. 
Bottom left: Liz Hepburn with students 
Bottom right: Students celebrating the 
opening of the new school. 



 

 

Loreto Sisters Australia 
www.loreto.org.au 

Above Image: St Francis when young dreaming of fine 
clothes and armour 1973 tapestry, wool and cotton 
340x363cm 
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra © Bundanon 

Exhibition: 2 November - 4 
December 2009 
Margaret Manion ibvm recently 
organised and curated a re-
markable exhibition of a group 
of tapestries on the life of St 
Francis of Assisi, designed by 
the Australian artist, Arthur 
Boyd. The exhibition was held 
at The Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit, Newman College, The 
University of Melbourne. 

The tapestries by Arthur  Boyd 
were lent by the National Gal-
lery of Australia and had never 
before been publicly displayed 
as a group. 

The exhibition celebrated the 
800th anniversary of the foun-
dation of the Franciscans and 
the influence of the Franciscan 
spirit worldwide.  

The Arthur Boyd Tapestries of  St Francis of  Assisi 

The tapestries were pro-
duced by the Portuguese 
Workshop, Manufactura 
Tapecarias de Portalegre, 
1972-74, under Boyd’s su-
pervision.  

The main supporter of the 
exhibition was the National 
Gallery of Australia and do-
nors included Allan and 
Maria Myers, the University 
of Melbourne and The Ian 
Potter Foundation.  

 

Further information: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/_u
ploads/documents/Boyd_ta
pestries_Oct09.pdf 

We recently farewelled our 
friend and fellow sister,  well 
known and much loved Sr Ve-
ronica Reid. Described as one  
who lived her life for others, 
she is fondly remembered as a 
fiesty, loving and generous 
supporter and confident for 
many ‘Loreto girls’.  

Veronica grew up in Footscray, 
Victoria, one of seven children. 
She entered the IBVM in 1947 
and following First Profession 
taught in Loreto schools 
throughout Australia.  

After twenty years of teaching 
she took on the care of board-
ers at Normanhurst NSW and 
Marryatville SA. 

In her retirement Veronica was 
always active, helping and  

Farewell Sr Veronica Reid 
supporting families in Ballarat 
facing economic disadvantage. 
She was an avid reader and 
loved sport.  

The Mary’s Mount Chapel was 
packed for her liturgy on the 
9th October in which her life 
was celebrated. Stories were 
shared by families and friends. 
She will be missed but remem-
bered fondly by all who knew 
and loved her.  

In the words of Normanhurst 
past pupil , Jenny Walters (nee 
Duff): “A true Australian, a per-
son who lived her life for others. 
A friend to many. A life saver to 
others. Today she is uniting Lo-
reto girls from all around Austra-
lia. She would be pleased that we 
are talking to each other”.  

 

Above: Sr Veronica Reid 
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