
Christmas - Christmas Island! 
What different images these 
two ideas present.  

And yet, when we go beneath 
the sanitised images, both are 
about people who are dis-
placed. Some by internal de-
crees of governments, some 
by the need to flee for safety.  
Hospitality- or the lack of it- is 
part of both stories. The issues 
are complex, but if every per-
son in the Loreto network real-
ly tried to reach out in some 
way, to join refugee support 
groups, to offer scholarships 
for schooling, to offer English 
classes or companionship in 
some way to new arrivals, we 
could have an enormous im-
pact. 

Christmas and New Year is a 
time to look back at  the joys 
and sorrows, achievements 
and learnings of the year. 
What have been the times of 
joy? Of peace? of sorrow? Of 
celebration?  At what moments 
have you been able to stop 
and recognise that the Spirit of 
God is at work through you, 
your family, your friends?   

Our faith at Christmas is 
grounded in the belief that God 
actually cares enough about 
humanity and the physical 
world to “take flesh” and come 
amongst us. The Promise in 
that event is that God’s Spirit 
continues to take flesh through 
us, continues to transform our 
world with a promise that 
peace can come if we allow 
God to work through us. As we 
turn to a new page, maybe the 

call is to renew frayed threads 
of relationships– with others, 
with God? Maybe it is to give 
more space to reflective quiet. 
Maybe the call is to risk 
reaching out to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

As our Loreto family looks 
back  over 2010 I thank God 
for the wonderful principals 
and teachers in our schools, 
the dedicated people who 
share their expertise with us 
on committees, councils and 
office staff; the donors who 
support our development 
works; and at the heart of it, 
the sisters who form a nucle-
us to carry forward the vision 
and values that are our partic-
ular heritage.  

We thank God for the youth 
and energy of so many stu-
dents who move into 2011 
alive with hope and imbued 
with a commitment to make a 
difference for good in our 
world.  

We thank God for the lives of 
older sisters and  others 
whose prayer and interest 
keep the network alive with 
the love of God that is the 
very heart of the Gospel mes-
sage. 

For some families Christmas 
can be a difficult time, espe-
cially where a loved one is 
missing or tensions re-
emerge. It is a time when 
people can feel very alone. 
Trusting a God who is near 
and knows our hearts can 
strengthen us to walk through 
such times with a modicum of 

peace. 

May this period of Christmas 
and New Year provide oppor-
tunities to BE– to be with fami-
ly and friends, to enjoy the 
beauty of our fragile planet, 
read something that you’ve 
been waiting to have time for, 
perhaps (?) enjoy the cricket 
or at least the tennis!  

Thank you to each one who 
has walked with us in whatev-
er way over this last year.  

Wishing you peace 

Chris IBVM 

Christine Burke IBVM 
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The Theology of Consecrated 
Life: International Seminar 
Chris Burke ibvm has been invited 
to participate in The Theology of 
Consecrated Life: identity and sig-
nificance of Apostolic Consecrated 
Life Today seminar—a significant 
initiative for the future of consecrat-
ed life throughout the world. 
The seminar aims are: 

• to take careful stock of the situ-
ation of the theology of apostol-
ic consecrated life at this pre-
sent time; 

• to identify the main questions 
and challenges being posed to 
this theology by the situation of 
the world and of the Church 
today, in view of the future jour-
ney of consecrated persons 
and the Institutes to which they 
belong; 

• to be a catalyst for renewed 
study and research in this field 
so as to enhance the vitality of 
the witness to be given by con-
secrated persons. 

There are about 60 international 
participants in the seminar: 15 
women and 15 men (theologians), 
nominated by the UISG* and USG* 
respectively, as well as ten women 
and ten male superiors general sim-
ilarly nominated, the Secretaries of 
the two Unions, two facilitators, and 
other support personnel.  

*Unione Superiori Generali (USG) 

*Unione Internazionale Superiore 
Generali (UISG) 
 
The international meeting is being 
held in Toronto Canada in May 
2011. 
 
 
 

Being lovers of truth and do-
ers of justice in the C21— an 
integrated approach 
At an upcoming international IBVM 
gathering some Loreto Sisters and 
ministerial colleagues will be ex-
ploring:  
“Our desire is to go to the deeper 
place, and rooted in our charism 
To listen together to the passion of 
God for our people, our world, our 
cosmos 
To explore the heart of our shared 
IBVM mission and ministry today 
To wrestle with HOW our living 
and ministry might be transformed 
in this 21st century (Con. 2.9)” 
Objectives: 

• To understand the centrality of 
the interconnectedness of all 
being 

• To explore and be grounded in 
what is at the heart of living 
justly today 

• To move in heightened aware-
ness and a greater sense of 
the whole, to respond to the 
signs of the times with positive 
vision and action 

• To engage together in our are-
as of ministry. 

• To listen and discover where 
more relevant expressions of 
care of the faith in integrity, 
justice and freedom are need-
ed and 

• To name concrete ways of 
proceeding into solidarity and 
action in our diverse ministries 
and cultures. 

We look forward to bringing you 
more updates and outcomes of 
these gatherings in 2011.  
 

Loretos still call Ballarat home 

Recently the Loreto Sisters, with the 
support of the Loreto Property and 
Finance Committee, purchased new 
accommodation for our sisters in 
Ballarat. 
This comes as a result of the ex-
panding needs of Loreto College 
Ballarat. The Provincial Council and 
Ballarat sisters have been involved 
in the discernment process and 
have responded to the call to sup-
port the ongoing educational mis-
sion of the institute. Marian Moriarty, 
of the international leadership team, 
approved the decision and so we 
purchased a new site in Ballarat.  
The new sisters’ accommodation is 
a beautifully restored federation 
house (see below), in a  beautiful 
garden with an additional building, 
formerly student accommodation, at 
the rear.  
It contains space for a prayer room 
and a community gathering area, as 
well as sufficient space and bed-
rooms for other community needs.  
It is near the hospital and cathedral. 
The school will be providing a new 
archives centre for both the province 
and college archives—in a refurbish-
ment of the cottage at the main 
gates of the school, next to Gon-
zaga Barry’s gravesite. 
We hope we will be able to move 
into the new accommodation by the 
end of 2011. 

Upcoming Seminars, Conferences and Moves 
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A New Year, New Leadership 
The Loreto Sisters are currently 
moving through a careful dis-
cernment process to select a 
new Australian province leader. 
The new leader will commence 
in April 2011 and will serve a 
term of 6 years.  
The selection process for the new 
provincial  includes extensive con-
sultation, time for reflection  and 
discussion whereby sisters make 
discrete nominations.  
Sisters are asked to consider who 
has the gifts, skills and experience 
to lead the order and be responsi-
ble for the overall mission of the 
province.  
Each sister sends her  discrete 
nomination to the International 
Leadership Council (pictured right) 
based in Rome. These nomina-
tions are then reviewed by the in-
ternational leadership team and a 
shortlist is made. 
Three members of that Council, 
Beatrice Stuart, Barbara Murphy 
and Carmen Diston were recently 
in Australia, following a busy 
schedule of meetings and inter-
views with every member of the 
Australian province. 
Following prayerful discernment, 
visitations, conversation and care-
ful consideration, a decision is  
made by the International Leader-
ship Council.  
The role of the province leader and 
her team (the Provincial Council) is 
to: 
• oversee the placement of per-

sonnel 
• seek to provide opportunities 

for the growth of communities 
across the province 

• support local leaders and com-
munities through meetings and 
visits.  

The Provincial Council develops 
policies on issues that have 

emerged at province assem-
blies, when sisters from across 
the province meet to reflect and 
to plan. They are the trustees 
for the property and finance and 
take the final responsibility in 
major decisions affecting Loreto 
schools. 
 

Chris Burke (pictured top right), 
current  provincial leader said, 
“My role over the last six years 
has been both demanding and 
rewarding.. I have been won-
derfully supported by the Pro-
vincial Council and the staff at 
the Loreto Centre and continue 
to be inspired by the readiness 
of sisters and colleagues to 
keep responding to new chal-
lenges, experiencing God’s call 
in a changing world”. 
 

A new Provincial Leadership 
Council will be appointed in the 
new year by the International 
Leadership team, following rec-
ommendation by province 
members.  
 

Congratulations to all stu-
dents who completed their 
final year/VCE in 2010.  
 
We were delighted to hear the 
impressive results from Loreto 
Kirribilli and Loreto Norman-
hurst— the top two girls’ Catho-
lic schools in NSW and similar 
outstanding results for Loreto 
Mandeville Hall Toorak and 
Genezzano FCJ College in Vic-
toria.  

Sisters Anne 
McPhee, Francine 
Roberts and Liz 
Hepburn all com-
plete their leader-
ship term at the end 
of 2010. Wendy 
Hildebrand will be 
continuing on the 
Council in 2011.  
We look forward to 
announcing the new 
appointments in 2011. 

 
Above L- R: General Superior: Sr Marian 
Moriarty and General Consultors: Sandra 
Perrett (Australia), Sr Carmen Diston 
(Canada), Barbara Murphy (Ireland), Be-
atrice Stuart (India) 
 

 
We look forward to hearing more 
school results. All students who 
have completed this challenging 
year should be very proud. Please 
check your local Loreto college 
website for more detailed  results 
information.  
We wish all students well as they 
enter a new phase in their life; uti-
lising their special gifts and sense 
of truth and justice in the spirit of 
Mary Ward.   
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Mary Ward International (MWIA) 
Libby Rogerson ibvm and Elissa Barry 
have done a wonderful job throughout 
2010 in furthering the mission and ob-
jectives of MWIA. They brought a new 
energy to the already accomplished 
efforts of Janet Palafox ibvm and Cait-
lin Leahy and have been a much loved 
addition to our office staff. 
In 2011 Libby will be taking a well de-
served break and Elissa will be moving on 
to her next challenge.  
Reflecting on her time with the Loreto Sis-
ters, Elissa said,  
“I have thoroughly enjoyed the past year 
working for MWIA and have especially 
enjoyed working alongside Libby, who is 
an inspiration to all! The highlight for me 
has been working with our amazing group 
of volunteers, whose enthusiasm and de-
termination never ceases to amaze me.  
“This has made me very aware that Lore-
to is not just a religious order, but a com-
munity of people from all walks of life- all 
wanting to make a difference.”  
In the latest MWIA news update, Libby 
thanked Cailtin and Janet, the generous 
supporters MWIA, the MWIA Board and 
Advisory Committee and the enthusiastic 
MWIA volunteers.   

She said, “ This year we received dona-
tions of $235,799 and distributed 
$139,718 to projects in Australia and 
overseas. We were the grateful recipients 
of $30,000 from the Flatley Foundation 
which went to projects for Indigenous 
young men, Vietnamese students, home-
less youth in Sydney and drought affected 
young people in rural Victoria.  

This has been an unprecedented year for 
volunteers and we came close to having 
more volunteers than places! Scholarship 
winners from Mandeville Hall, teachers 
from Kirribilli, students from Melbourne 
University and the Australian National 
University and past students are setting 
out over the next few weeks to work with 
the Loreto Sisters and their colleagues in 

places around the world. A small 
band of Loreto Sisters meets with 
them regularly and assists in their 
preparation and de-briefing. MWIA 
is grateful for their support and ex-
pertise. 

Janet Palafox has been doing some 
wonderful work and research in Al-
ice Spring and we will be welcoming 
her back to MWIA in 2011. Thank 
you for your generous support and 
may Christmas be a time of peace, joy 
and happiness.” 

Janet Palafox ivbm will be back to 
take the MWIA reigns in 2011.  

Janet has spent the last few months in 
Alice Springs with Helen Parer. She 
has spent time at Santa Teresa (about 
80km from Alice Springs) and getting 
to know the community and the people 
there.  She reports….  

“I have been meeting with a number of 
people in Alice and in Santa Tere-
sa.  There seems to be so many possi-
bilities and so many related issues to 
consider... 

The conversations and the dialogues 
continue and in between I am finding 
time to enjoy the people, the bush and 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a p p e n i n g 
around.     This is where I find life most 
of the time – the beauty.  

So far I have seen the beautiful wild 
flowers – and with the continuing rain, 
the desert continues to bloom.  It re-
mains beautiful and I have really en-
joyed the amazing scenery.  

I have also helped cook, tried (and 
liked!) roo tail and jonny cakes.  The 
ladies cooked for us on the dry river 
bed – hot coals underneath then the 
roo tails then hot coals on top.  It was 
beautifully cooked – no blood, well 
done and melt in your mouth.  Just 
make sure that the flies don’t come too 
near your mouth!  I am told there are  

Above L-R: Anne Kelly ibvm, Mary Owens ibvm, 
Helen Parer ibvm, Sophia Ljaskevic, Elissa Bar-
ry, Libby Rogerson ibvm, Kate Harwood, Danielle 
Forbes, Liz Hepburn ibvm, Cailtin Leahy, Anne 
McPhee ibvm.  

plenty of kangaroos here hopping with-
out their tails!!! 

The silk painting with Susan Daily (see 
page 7) was very successful both in 
energising the women in Santa Teresa 
(about 43 participated) and in the quali-
ty and quantity of work (more than 200 
pieces). They have completed over 50 
scarves. The women are really enjoy-
ing the silk painting and have begun to 
sell them. Keep this in mind if ever you 
need to buy Christmas presents!” 

National Education Board 
This year we welcomed a new joint 
Loreto/FCJ National Education Board, 
Shirley Gauci as the Executive Officer, 
and Susan Pascoe AO as the new 
Chair.  
We farewell Glenda Manfield who has 
done a fabulous job in temporarily as-
sisting Shirley as well as managing a 
range of administrative tasks in the 
province office, most notably her assis-
tance with the team organising the 
2010 province assembly. We will miss 
her warmth and vibrancy in the office.  
 

Finance 
In 2010 we welcomed and farewelled 
Bernadette Mugame who assisted 
with processing credit cards and re-
cently welcomed new graduate Nick 
Bethune to continue this role.  

Loreto Province Comings and Goings 
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New Projects—Mary Ward International Australia 
Family houses:  Nyumbani   
Village, Kitui, Kenya 
 
The Nyumbani Village is a project 
sponsored by the Children of God 
Relief Institute (CGRI), with assis-
tance from donors.  The aim of the 
village is to provide a home for 100 
families: to house 1,000 children and 
100 elderly grandparents.  This pro-
posed model for addressing the ever-
growing problem of orphans in Africa 
is expected to become self-
sustaining in a few years.   
 
The village is located in an area of 
unfavourable climate with less than 
700mm of rainfall annually, little or no 
industrial activity, high prevalence of 
HIV/AIDS and very poor economic 
prospects. The people who live in 
this area are very poor and often af-
fected by drought - they receive gov-
ernment relief food which is hardly 
enough to cater for their needs.   
 
The HIV/AIDS pandemic that is af-
fecting Africa continues to cause 
many deaths among the middle 
aged. As a result children are forced 
to become heads of households or 
depend on their elderly grandparents 
who are also destitute following the 
death of their wage-earning children. 
This situation is desperate. Children 
lack medical and psychological care, 
parental love and educational oppor-
tunities. They risk becoming street 
children and criminals for lack for 
parental love and guidance.   
 
Currently all the houses in the village 
are fully occupied. One family house 
accommodates 10 orphans and one 
or two grandparents. Funding is be-
ing sought to build five groups of four 
family homes, that is, twenty houses. 
MWIA is funding the construction of 

one of these houses. 
 
Sr Mary Owens ibvm, Execu-
tive Director and Founding 
Member of CGRI, says the 
Nyumbani Village is unique 
as it the first such project in 
the country that caters for 
orphans and the elderly in a 
localised village setting.  It 
provides children with voca-
tional guidance and psycho-
logical support and the elder-
ly with leadership opportunities. 

 
Above right: A family house 
 
Training for HIV affected or-
phans: Nyumbani Village, Kitui 
 
“I am grateful for the efforts you 
have made in order to come up 
with a scholarship for me. I thank 
you so much and feel much appre-
ciated!” Mercy   
This program is part of the Nyumbani 
Village project. Funding is being 
sought to assist young people who 
have completed secondary education 
to enter into further study. This will 
mean better job prospects and in-
creased self-reliance.  

A primary school and a secondary 
school are located in the village as 
well as a clinic, community centre and 
administration police post.  It is hoped 
to make at least one child in each 
family group self-reliant so that s/he 
can then help others. It is envisioned 
that the village will be sustainable 
through a hard wood agroforestry 
project. 

Education is the gateway to self-
empowerment.  The present benefi-
ciary, Mercy, is first-born in her family  

 

 

 

 

of four. If Mercy becomes self-reliant, 
she can help her siblings towards the 
same. MWIA has made it possible for 
Mercy to train as a laboratory techni-
cian. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

Make a difference and become a 
partner for justice and develop-
ment. 

To find out more about MWIA, our 
projects, and how you can sup-
port us through volunteering or 
donations, please visit  

www.loreto.org.au or  

email:  

mwiaustralia@loreto.org.au 



An update from Anne Kelly ibvm 

Update from Anne Kelly ibvm 
(right),  NGO representative at 
the United Nations.  
 
On 10 December 2010 we celebrated 
Human Rights Day. We were invited 
to examine our small places, close to 
home to determine what human rights 
need to be defended now, and how 
can we speak up and stop discrimina-
tion in our world today. 
 
One of the key authors of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights,   
Eleanor Roosevelt, said: 
 
“Where, after all, do universal hu-
man rights begin?  In small places, 
close to home - so close and so 
small that they cannot be seen on 
any maps of the world.   
 
Yet they are the world of the indi-
vidual person; the neighborhood he 
lives in; the school or college he 
attends; the factory, farm, or office 
where he works.   
 
Such are the places where every 
man, woman, and child seeks equal 
justice, equal opportunity, equal 
dignity without discrimination.  Un-
less these rights have meaning 
there, they have little meaning any-
where.   
 
Without concerted citizen action to 
uphold them close to home, we 
shall look in vain for progress in 
the larger world." 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Actions—not only 
for Human Rights Day, but 
ongoingly: 
 
1. Discover your human rights by 

reading the small booklet enti-
tled The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights:  www.un.org/
en/documents/udhr/.   

 
Over the sixty years since this doc-
ument was written, various other 
human rights have been added to 
the declaration, including one this in 
July year – a human right so basic 
it probably didn’t even occur to El-
eanor Roosevelt at the time – the 
right to clean water 
 
2. Check out the website:  
www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/ which 
has suggestions on how to teach 
human rights to young people. 
 
3. Read information from Education 
for Justice linked to the Centre of 
Concern www.coc.org/, an organi-
sation which fosters understanding 
of Catholic Social Teaching and 
human rights issues. 
 
4. Visit the website of the UN Of-
fice of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights:   www.ohchr.org/ for 
information on human rights and 
the events that occurred on 10 De-
cember 2010. 
 
5. Learn about forms of discrimina-
tion and limitations on human rights 
in your own country and its region. 
 
6. Express solidarity with some-
one who has experienced abuse or 
restriction of his or her human 
rights.  

 
7. Watch the 
video on water 
by Jay-Z  http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1VvmrgreNb0. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Anna Eleanor Roosevelt 1948  
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An update from Susan Daily ibvm  

Page 7 Loreto Fr iends Networker Issue 15 

Another year has gone so fast! It has been a very different year for me. I have spent most of 2010 in the desert around 

Alice Springs— a mass of green and flowers on rich red earth because of the sudden rain we had. I spent two hours on a 

rough unsealed road out to Alice Springs to a place called Santa Teresa. The camera worked full time—the raw Australian 

outback was so beautiful! I worked there with some wonderful aboriginal women—they are very talented. All I had to do 

was supply materials and technique and they produced the most wonderful artwork. I was amazed at the beauty of their 

silk designs. These were very unique and different to what I had seen produced in other places.  

It was wonderful to see the women proudly selling their unique silks to tourists. They were full of pride when the bishop 

wore a stole they had made at the celebration of Mary MacKillop, our first Australian saint. The walls of the church are cov-

ered with artwork telling the story of creation (see top left photo). It was very obvious from the photos I took that my time 

there had brought much happiness into their lives. Many had been sitting at home with nothing to do. Coming to the spirit-

uality centre with art to create and people to talk to did much to lift their spirits. I was sad to leave - however it is important 

to go so they can continue to be independent. I will go back every so often with a few more ideas, more encouragement 

and products to share from art shops. Next year I have been invited to Daly River and Balgo to work on similar projects. I 

enjoy this work but I do miss creating my own art, so hopefully I will get to do a bit more between my trips in 2011. 


