
Much in this newsletter represents the tip 
of the iceberg of commitment and contribu-
tion so many people make in organising 
our events and in opening the door to new 
possibilities for those less privileged. Some 
key players are Loreto sisters, but many 
are not. Some helpers behind the scenes 
are employed; many are volunteers. Each  
brings creativity, energy and dedication  
and to all we say thank you. 

This Celebration 400 signals a new under-
standing of Mary Ward’s gift to the church. 
Today, her story and approach are inspir-
ing women and men to engage more 
deeply with the implications of faith and 
commitment in a changing world. Many 
seeking to live with felicity in the midst of 
ambiguity build reflection into their days 
and discernment into their decisions in 
schools, small groups, in rural retreats, in 
committees, councils and Boards.  The 
qualities Mary Ward emphasised from the 
broad Gospel message still speak to our 
church and world: freedom in our dialogue 
with God; justice in personal and social 
relations; integrity in words and actions. 

This week a group of IBVMs and commit-
ted friends are meeting to ask how we can 
enable this tradition to continue to speak 
amid the changing circumstances of our 
times. We can easily list the problems of 
our time, but our call is find the underlying 
evidence that God’s Spirit is at work here 
and now, amid the upheavals and contra-
dictions, drawing us towards a fuller 
expression of what it means to be 
human. A leading philosopher, Ca-
nadian Charles Taylor, has typified 
this age, at least in the Western 
world, as characterised by a “culture 
of authenticity”. This can warp into 
individualism and self-interest, but 
also underlies the importance of per-
sonal choice, of responsible ques-
tioning, of seeking to make a differ-
ence. Each of us in our communi-

ties: families, friends, schools, neighbour-
hoods, workplaces - can help shape an 
authenticity grounded in reflection, com-
passion, hope and openness to difference. 

Many people are working to ensure the 
Parliament of World Religions, in Decem-
ber in Melbourne builds understanding and 
empathy across religious differences. It 
promises a banquet of ideas and experi-
ences for those lucky to attend and if this 
area of dialogue, so critical to our society, 
interests you, their website is 
www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm 

Quite a challenge as we move through this 
period of ‘ordinary time’ in the Church’s 
year, being nourished each week by the 
Gospel and Eucharistic meal to take on the 
mind and heart of Christ. 

We have some major upcoming events 
that are listed in this newsletter: 
 

• Mary Ward Eucharist/Exhibition (Melb) 
• Loreto Federation of Australia (Qld) 
• Loreto in Australia Book Launch and 

Mary Ward Justice Lecture (National) 
• Freedom Justice Sincerity Book Launch 

Adelaide  
Event information: www.loreto.org.au 
 

Christine Burke, Provincial 
 

Below: Anna Gaha ibvm in Broome with the Mary 
Ward backpack Journal at St Mary’s School. Photo by 
Broome Advertiser. 
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Celebrations in Australia 
to mark 400 years of Mary 
Ward’s Institute have 
been in full swing. There 
have been many exciting 
events occurring through-
out Australia. 
The Mary Ward Jubilee 
Concert held on 24 May  at 
the City Recital Hall, Sydney 
was a wonderful occasion. 
Some of the music heard in 
the concert was contempo-
raneous with Mary Ward’s 
life, other items were from 
later periods.  
The concert featured the 
Brandenburg Orchestra and 
soloist, ex Loreto Ballarat 
student, Genevieve Lacey, 
performing Vivaldi’s Four 
Seasons. The second half 
included students, parents 
and past pupils of Loreto’s 
Kirribilli and Normanhurst 
performing early classical 
music pieces.  
The Deirdre Rofe lecture 
by Mary Clarke in          
Melbourne attracted an in-
sightful and eager crowd. 
Below is just one partici-
pant’s feedback: 

I wish to express my thanks 
for the invitation to the 
Deirdre Rofe Colloquium on 
Friday night at St Mary’s 
College. I very much en-
joyed the colloquium and 
dinner, and thought the 
whole night was a fantastic 
experience. It was eye-
opening learning about 
Mary Ward and the Loreto 
Sisters and the work they do 
in Australia and around the 
world. 

Loreto schools around Aus-
tralia participated in Mary 
Ward Connect from 10 – 

13 March. About 35 Year 
10 students and 6 teachers 
from each Loreto school 
spent time in other Lo-
reto/associated schools. 
The exchange program 
was established to share 
the values and spirit of 
Mary Ward and how that is 
still relevant and inspiring 
400 years later. It was also 
an opportunity to 
strengthen the connections 
between all Loreto schools, 
and to enrich students and 
staff with the knowledge of 
their shared opportunities 
and experiences in Loreto 
education nationally. 

The Mary Ward Backpack 
is making its way across 
Australia collecting sym-
bolic and special memories 
as it visits places were Lo-
reto has been a significant 
part of the community. The 
back pack symbolises 
Mary Ward’s journey 
through Europe 400 years 
ago. It contains a message 
stick, silk and journal 
where individuals can re-
cord their messages. 

Beginning in Melbourne in 
March, the backpack is 
now in the Kimberley after 
traveling through Ballarat, 
Portland, Adelaide and 
Perth. At its last stop it was 
in Broome. A lovely after-
noon tea was held at St 
Mary’s school attended by 
teachers, students and St 
John of God sisters. Anna 
Gaha ibvm, currently help-
ing with literacy at St 
Mary’s, took receipt of the 
bag and after a brief stop in 
Lombadina it continues its 
journey to Alice Springs 
(see map).  

 Events Round Up  
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Celebrations in Portland 
Portland celebrated on  
20th-22nd March with events 
embracing past pupils, 
teachers and families of All 
Saints, Loreto and Chris-
tian Community College, 
parishioners, and the Port-
land community. The cele-
brations not only marked 
400 years of Mary Ward 
but also 125 years of Lo-
reto in Portland.  
 
Events included displays at 
Bayview, blessing of nuns’ 
graves and refurbished 
chapel, opening of Mary 
Ward-Mary MacKillop Mu-
seum and a dinner, Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Con-
nors, parish morning tea 
and a foreshore BBQ.    

Former students aged in their 
nineties to teens made  
connections—Marie Kelly ibvm 
and Barbara Sullivan were re-
united after more than 60 
years! Chris Burke ibvm gave 
an inspiring reflection about 
Mary Ward, the Mary Ward 
backpack arrived and the Mary 
Ward sculpture by Meliesa 
Judge was unveiled.  
 
Memorabilia was on display  
from Portland and Ballarat 
Province Archives including 
the bell from the original 1850s 
and a record of Mary MacKil-
lop seated under the skylight  
in front of the fire, writing a 
letter. 
Portland Celebrations:  
http://www.loreto.org.au/news/
article_display.cfm?article_id=307 



Loreto in Australia by Mary Ryllis Clark UNSW 
Press Launch Program and  Mary Ward Justice Lecture  

The launches will be followed by light refreshments and all 
are invited to the: 

Mary Ward Justice Lecture 2009 
Presenter: Pat Murray ibvm (Ireland) has worked in social 
justice and education for change over many years. She spent 
6 years on the General Council of the Loreto Sisters, recently 
completed her PhD and is Executive Director of Solidarity 
with Southern Sudan, a joint venture of Superiors General of 
International Religious Congregations. Pat will speak on Dar-
ing to imagine; willing to risk - keys for social transformation. 

Respondant to Lecture: Josephine O’Reilly has returned 
to Australia after writing and performing for eight years all 
over the world with the Irish comedy trio, The Nualas and the 
American premier comedy company, Boom Chicago.  Jo has 
had extensive experience in television and theatre including 
The money or the gun (ABC), theatre sports and corporate 
motivational training. 

Upcoming Events  
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Date Venue Host Launched By 
Friday 21 
August  

Loreto   
Coorparoo 
(Brisbane) 

 

Loreto     
Coorparoo/ 
Federation 

The Hon   
Justice Ann 
Lyons 

Tuesday 25 
August  

  

Loreto    
Kirribilli 
(Sydney) 

 

Loreto     
Kirribilli and 
Normanhurst 

The Governor 
of NSW, Her 
Excellency 
Professor 
Marie Bashir 

Thursday 
27 August 

Loreto  
Marryatville 
(Adelaide) 

Loreto    
Marryatville 
(Adelaide) 

Ms Meliesa 
Judge,   
Sculptor 

Tuesday 1 
September 

Loreto  
Nedlands 
(Perth) 

John XXIII 
College / 
Loreto Ned-
lands 

Dr. Carolyn 
Polizzotto 

Thursday 3 
September 

St Mary’s 
College, 
Uni of    
Melbourne 

Loreto 
Toorak/      
St Mary’s 
College 

Her Honour 
Judge     
Elizabeth 
Gaynor 

 
Friday 4 
September 

  

Loreto   
College 
Ballarat 
(Victoria) 

  

Loreto 
Mary’s 
Mount/  Bay-
view College 
Portland 

The Hon Mary     
Delahunty 

Landing Day Eucharist and Photographic 
Exhibition 

 Celebrate the Eucharist with the Loreto Community 
at St Francis Church Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 

Sunday 19 July 2009 2.30pm. 
A photographic exhibition highlighting Mary Ward 

and the story of Loreto will be on display at              
St Francis Pastoral Centre from 19 - 31 July 

RSVP mary.baulderstone@loreto.org.au  
Download the flyer 

 

Above: The SS Somersetshire 
 
We will delight in and give thanks to God for Mary 
Ward’s graced vision, 400 years ago, of setting up a 
new Institute free of enclosure, dedicated to educa-
tion of young women, with the flexibility to follow 
wherever God may lead in other areas of need.  
This commitment to education and diversity of minis-
try is being celebrated through the Eucharist on this 
historic day. At the same time we  delight in and give 
thanks for the support, friendship and encourage-
ment of the church, friends and family that have 
brought us to this point in our history. 
The celebration mass will have both a 'then and 
now' resonance about it.  'Then'  will include the 
Mary Ward story and the planting of that in Australia 
- hence the anniversary date of 19th July. The Sisters 
from Ireland sailed in  on SS Somersetshire embark-
ing at Sandridge Pier, Port Melbourne,  on 19 July 
1875. 'Now' will  include the who and what Loreto is 
today - our friends, colleagues, networks and 
schools as well as the Loreto Sisters them-
selves. The photographic exhibition will highlight the 
essence and diversity of our identity today. 

http://www.loreto.org.au/about/documents/LandingDayPhotographicExhibition_july09.pdf�


COLLECTIVE VOICES – 
DARJEELING 
Collective Voices, co-
funded by Mary Ward Inter-
national Australia and Lo-
reto Family International, 
was launched on 8 March 
2009 as part of Interna-
tional Women’s Day cele-
brations.  

The goal of this project in 
Panighatta is to create a 
model “Woman-Youth-
Child Friendly Community” 
whereby women, youth 
and children are helped to 
participate in the planning 
process in their community 
and have access to educa-
tion, health and nutrition. 

Community ownership 
through proactive partner-
ship is key to this project. 
The target is that in three 
to five years the community 
will be empowered to make 
their own decisions regard-
ing their development and 
access the government 
schemes available to them.  

The Mary Ward Develop-
ment Centre (MWDC) in 
Darjeeling is collaborating 
with the Child In Need In-

stitute (CINI) to undertake 
this project. The MWDC is 
the Australian equivalent of 
MWI in Darjeeling and the 
CINI is a national NGO 
championing health and 
nutrition, education and 
protection, co-founded by 
Australian Loreto Sister, Sr 
Pauline Prince.  

Sr Pauline attended the 
launch in Panighatta. She 
said, “Communication be-
tween government officials 
and the target group is vi-
tal. The target group needs 
to have greater access to 
government policies. We 
will act as the facilitator for 
this process.” 

The MWDC’s and CINI’s 
emphasises that the key to 
long term and sustainable 
change to poverty and  

inequality is to build part-
nerships that are child and 
women centred and 
friendly. 
 
DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH EDUCATION 
 
MWIA Executive Officer, 
Janet Palafox, traveled to 
the Darjeeling region to 
review MWIA funded pro-
jects. She reports the Col-
lective Voices project is 
well underway and is being 
very professionally planned 
and evaluated.  
 
Janet was able to see first 
hand the enormous impact 
MWIA funds are having on 
the lives of poor and disad-
vantaged people in the re-
gion. She was pleased to 

see that other projects 
such as self help groups in 
the region have become 
self sustaining. 
 
In Darjeeling, MWIA funds 
are contributing to supply 
of medicines and medical 
equipment, paramedic sal-
ary and teaching aids, li-
brary shelving and books, 
workshop materials, com-
munity worker salaries, 
teacher training and teach-
ing aids, social worker 
training, and board and 
lodging for students. 
 
The major opportunity for 
change is in the areas of 
primary and secondary 
education and small scale 
development projects (self 
help groups and health 
care). The sisters in the 
region are mainly involved 
with poor people who work 
in tea plantations, as 
stonebreakers or as farm-
hands on other people’s 
farms. Janet was alarmed 
at workers’ wages – where 
laborious work can result in 
a day’s pay equivalent to a 
can of soft drink here in 
Australia.  
 
Tea plantation workers 
(mainly women) have to 
collect 24 kg of leaves a 
day to be paid Rs 70 
(AU$2.30). If they collect 
less they are penalised 
Rs2.50 per kilo but are only 
paid Rup1 for every extra 
kilogram they collect. The 
stonebreakers are paid Rs 
4 per shovel of stone. It 
takes about 15 days to 
break about 30 shovels. 
This equates to about Rs 
240 or AU $8 per month. 

MWIA Development Projects in India 
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Mary Ward International Australia 

Below: Launch of the Collective 
Voices project in Panighatta. 



Janet’s report highlights 
the need to continue fund-
ing education; especially 
for children of stone-
breakers and tea plantation 
workers. There is very little 
opportunity for education in 
these communities due to 
extreme poverty. Girls face 
even less opportunity - if 
the family can afford to 
send a child to school it will 
be the son.  
 
The cost of funding one 
child to attend school for 
one year from these re-
gions seem minuscule to 
us. It costs about $100 per 
year in Nepal - less than 
$10 a month. That’s the 
equivalent of three cap-
puccinos per month to 
change a child’s life and 
future. The cost is $600 
per year in India (less if 
state school). For us, that’s 
possibly less than the cost 
of going out for dinner once 
a month to help a child 
achieve their dream of an 
education. 
 
PROJECTS IN KOLKATA 
 
Janet also spent time in the 
Kolkata Province.  In the 
regions of Shillong, Sa-
tarda, Sealdah and Entally 
Janet observed significant 
progress in educational 
and building works. Pri-
mary and secondary edu-
cation is the main ministry 
of the region and the sis-
ters continue to work as 
principals or teachers. 
Some of the items funded 
thanks to our generous 
MWIA supporters include: 

- Electricity for coach-
ing centre and school 

- School canteen co-
operative and masala 
grinding 
- Barefoot teachers train-
ing (see previous news 
update and website) 
- Vocational training for 
women – baking, sewing 
 

Janet was very impressed 
with the outreach to very 
marginalised people – ex-
tending from babies through 
to the elderly in regions such 
as Sealdah. Fellow Loreto 
Sister, Sr Cyril, has set up 
many programs in the region 
with the assistance of local 
NGOs, state and national 
governments as well as local 
and overseas corporations.  
 
NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
 
There is a significant oppor-
tunity for MWIA to become 
involved in funding schools 
in the region’s brickfields.  
 
Thousands of brickfields ex-
ist in Kolkata and each em-
ploys 200 to 300 families 
with about 175 children. The 
families are very poor and 
income is deplorable for the 
hard work they carry out to 
feed their families.   
 
Each worker receives Rs 65 
($3 AU) for every 1000 
bricks they make. It takes 
two full time workers plus 
helpers to make 1500 bricks 
in one day. 
 
The Loreto Sisters in part-
nership with local NGOs: 
Society for the Upliftment of 
the Nation, Amalendu Smriti 
Niketan and Koikala 
Chetana have opened 20 
schools in the brickfields that 

cater for 1200 
children. The 
project started 
in November 
2008 and now 
includes 36 
trained teachers 
teaching chil-
dren three hours per day.  
Children in the brickfields aged 
7 to 9 years take care of their 
smaller siblings. The Brickfield 
School Project started for chil-
dren aged 5 years old, but the 
majority of 5 years olds come 
to school with their younger 
siblings. The program there-
fore had to expand to cater for 
the younger children. Children 
in the brickfields aged 11 to 12 
years old are required to work, 
but they are showing a keen 
interest in study, attending the 
schools in their midday break. 
 
The workers are seasonal and 
travel to different brickfields 
each year, taking their families 
with them. Children are pro-
vided with a student card to 
help them enroll at different 
brickfield schools and new 
schools are set up depending 
on where families work.  
 
The schools are established 
based on the permission of the 
brickfield owner and on the 
condition that productivity is 
not affected. The scheme is 
running well and the sisters 
hope to open more schools so 
that wherever workers go, edu-
cation will be accessible for 
their children. 
 
Without this program, the chil-
dren would have no access to 
education and would therefore 
face a bleak future.  

Page 5 Loreto Fr iends Networker Issue 10 

MWIA—New opportunities  

W h a t  c a n  y o u  
d o ?  

Find out more about 
the brickfields school-
ing project by going to 
our website: 

http://www.loreto.org.au/
works/mwi_future_proje
cts.html 

Make a donation to 
MWIA to contribute to 
the development of 
more schools: 

mwiaustralia@loreto.org.au 

 



Why did you decide to volunteer with 
MWIA? 
I’ve always tried to do a bit of volunteer 
work because it is a great way to bring 
things back into perspective. There has 
always been an almost unspoken under-
standing amongst my friends and family 
that volunteer work is something that we 
should all try to do especially considering 
how fortunate our lives have been.  
 
My younger sister is going to India through 
MWIA and what appealed about the way 
she gained her volunteer position was that 
Janet Palafox took my sister’s past study 
and interests into consideration. Presuma-
bly this would create a more meaningful 
and interested venture for both someone 

who is volunteering but more importantly 
for the people who need the help. My three 
sisters and I were all educated at Loreto 
Mandeville Hall so that is how we knew 
about MWIA. 
 
How does the spirit and life of Mary 
Ward impact on your day to day work/
life? I’d like to think that I am contributing 
to Mary Ward’s significant prediction that 
“Women in time will come to do much”. 
Even though I wouldn’t consciously reflect 
on that each and every day somehow hav-
ing been taught this in a way that our 
teachers, our school and our families 
thought it to be true gives you a sense of 
responsibility and motivation to bring it to 
fruition. I also took away the understanding 

utes, the challenges we 
face and the way we make 
sense of our experiences.  
Reflection is central in a 
volunteer placement when 
we will be in an unfamiliar 
place, facing challenging 
situations which will call on 
our strength and courage. 
The fortnightly sessions 
were followed up by the 
volunteer preparation day 
on May 16.  The agenda 
covered topics of Catholic 
Social Teaching, Mary 
Ward Values, Charity & 
Development, crossing 
culture, coming home and 
the practicalities of volun-
teering. Ten young women 
attended, seven of whom 
are leaving for their place-
ments in June and 
July. Five of the women 
are going to India (either 
Kolkata or Darjeeling) and 
two to Peru. Sisters Libby 
Rogerson, Angela Slattery 

Through March to May 2009, a 
group of young women have 
been meeting to prepare for 
their roles as MWIA volun-
teers. Sr Janet Palafox is the 
host of fortnightly MWIA volun-
teer preparation sessions at 
her home.  The sessions begin 
with a home-cooked culinary 
feast whipped up by the Sis-
ters-in-residence.  The young 
women are then guided by Sr 
Mercia through some impor-
tant aspects of Ignatian spiri-
tuality.  These methods of 
reflection encourage us to 
think deeply about everyday 
events, our personal attrib-

and Janet Palafox led ac-
tivities and discussion and 
I gave an account of volun-
teering with the Jesuit 
Refugee Service in Cam-
bodia in 2005. 
Ideas were shared about 
what it means to volunteer, 
different models of devel-
opment, how the values of 
Mary Ward relate to our 
world and how they are 
threatened.   
It was a chance to raise 
fears and concerns about 
living and working in an-
other culture and assisting 
with projects that are com-
plex and confronting.  It 
was also an opportunity to 
talk about how to make 
sense of our experiences 
on return to Australia, and 
the ways we can continue 
to work with MWIA to sup-
port Loreto projects around 
the world.   

A volunteer’s experience 
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Volunteering with MWIA 

Mary Ward International 

MWIA volunteer Brigid   
Scanlon, recently volun-
teered with Helen Parer ibvm 
in Alice Springs. Brigid com-
pleted her Year 12 in 2003 at 
Loreto Mandeville Hall; com-
pleted a Bachelor of Arts and 
Science at Melbourne Uni-
versity in 2008 and is about 
to begin a Postgraduate Di-
ploma in Psychology at Bond 
University. Here she tells us 
about her volunteer experi-
ence.   

A Reflection by Caitlin 
Leahy, MWIA Assistant. 
 

Below: Participants at the volun-
teer preparation day. 

Mary Ward International Australia 



I was also privy to the 
brainstorming meetings 
that Helen and her col-
leagues were involved in 
and was invited to share 
my thoughts. I just helped 
where I could really! It was 
important though that the 
students were not led to 
believe that I was a teacher 
so I helped just as an as-
sistant to Helen, they do 
not deserve anything less 
than a teacher; mediocrity 
will not help them at all.  
 
What were some of the 
inspiring/rewarding mo-
ments or people you met 
during this experience? 
 
The dedication that people 
like Sr Helen have to the 
indigenous people in itself 
was inspiring. What I really 
learnt though is that there 
are people with hearts and 
minds bigger than their 
bodies and they will help 
where help is needed. It 

just so happens I witnessed 
this type of behaviour in 
central Australia. There 
were a lot of resilient people 
who despite being dealt the 
tough cards in life they 
made the decision to keep 
on going and often these 
people were the most kind, 
generous and open people I 
met and that was inspira-
tional. 
Find out more about volun-
teering: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/works/
Support.html 
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Above: Brigid with students. 

that we must always seek 
the truth and justice (even if 
it is trying to work out who is 
next to be served in a busy 
café!). 
 

What were you mainly in-
volved in during your vol-
unteering?  
 
I was almost like a shadow 
to Sr Helen who is based in 
Alice Springs. Through her 
involvement with Charles 
Darwin University she goes 
to remote Aboriginal commu-
nities, Santa Teresa and Ti-
Tree, to teach a Retail 
Course. I sat with students 
one-on-one and explained 
difficult concepts or talked 
through scenarios with them. 
 
Once students (mainly 
women aged from 20-40 
years) complete the course 
they are awarded a certifi-
cate in retail and this means 
they are employable within 
the community.  
 

ship to provide affordable 
housing and a ‘Drop In 
Centre,’ which provides, 
meals, companionship, 
compassion and a safe, 
loving meeting place for all 
in need. 

We are very proud of her 
and offer our congratula-
tions  and gratitude to her 
for challenging unjust sys-
tems, standing with those 
on the edges of society 
and  showing reverent care 
for all of creation. 

Well done from all your 
Loreto friends and col-
leagues in Australia! 

We recently had some good 
news from our friends in 
Canada. We share their 
correspondence with you: 

Christine Leyser, ibvm re-
ceived the ‘Governor Gen-
eral Award’ of Canada on 
Friday June 15 in Ottawa.  

This is the highest honour 
offered to a Canadian Citi-
zen. Christine merited this 
award because of many 
years of  ministry among 
the marginalized, poor, 
desolate and vulnerable in 
the city of Guelph, Ontario.  

Through the years she has 
shown initiative and leader-

International news 

Above: Christine Leyser    
receiving her award. 



sense of community for      
mission. 

I was especially privileged to 
be there during the visit of 
Gemma Simmonds cj, and to 
share in small group and 
community reflections. 

I shall miss the singing,   
especially of gifted voices in 
the Curepipe community at 
grace and at Vespers, and of 
the strong congregation 
singing in the Curepipe    
parish church. 

I was pleased  to visit 
schools and meet with stu-
dents and staff.  They were 
very welcoming and excited 
to act as tour guides. 

I joined a group of students 
to l’Ile aux Aigrettes, where 
we were guided by the Mau-
ritius Wildlife Foundation. I 
learned about endangered 
species and conservation 
efforts, especially of birds. I 
was lucky to accompany an-
other school group to the 
coral reefs of the Marine 
Park. The marvels of nature!  

There were cultural experi-
ences also: 

• A walking on fire cere-
mony in a Hindu temple, 

Denise’s expertise was called 
upon due to her long history in 
education and governance. She 
has been principal of several 
Loreto and associated schools, 
and member of various dioce-
san state and national educa-
tion bodies. She is currently 
Chair of the Bayview College 
Board Portland* and member of 
the Loreto Ballarat College 
Council.  

Denise spent April and May 
2009 in Mauritius. During this 
time she became aware of the 
significant differences between 
the Australian and Mauritian 
education systems. Here she 
tells us about her experience. 

I now appreciate even more the 
diversity and flexibility of educa-
tion in Australia, the support 
that is available for students 
with learning needs and the 
funding process that gives 
added assistance to schools 
with limited resources. 

The Mauritian province educa-
tion structure is a work in     
progress, to be refined and  
reviewed as the members of 
the Board for Loreto Education 
implement the process for  
oversight and accountability.   

I assisted in developing terms 
of reference for the Board and 
its committees and lines of ac-
countability between schools, 
Board and Institute. 

I felt a part of the Mauritian 
Province, enjoying my stay in 
the Curepipe community and 
visits to other communities. I 
take with me the memory of 
warm hospitality and a strong 

impressive and humbling 
in its simplicity, in the rev-
erence and innerness of 
those who walked, and in 
the prayer of those who 
supported them. 

• The Hindu shrine at 
Grand Bassin, where 
families and individuals 
placed offerings. 

• The Chinese Festival 
dragon and lion dances. 

• Le Morne, from which 
escaped slaves threw 
themselves onto the 
rocks rather than be cap-
tured. 

• The road-side shrines 
and the faces, sights, col-
ours and sounds in the 
streets, shops and mar-
kets. 

I am grateful to the Mauritian 
Province for inviting me, and 
to the Australian Province for 
allowing me to go. There are 
already many links between 
the two provinces. I am glad 
to be another link in this chain 
that holds us together as 
Mary Ward’s circle of friends. 

*The Loreto Sisters maintain close 
links with Bayview: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/news/article_
display.cfm?article_id=307 
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Helping our circle of  friends—Mauritius 

Loreto going global 

Right: Students at one of 
the four Loreto Develop-
ment Centres, funded by 
the Institute and by dona-
tions to provide literacy 
and numeracy programs 
for students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds. 

Denise Desmarchelier 
ibvm was invited to assist 
in establishing a province 
governance structure for 
Loreto Education in Mau-
ritius. The Mauritian com-
munity was founded from 
Ireland in 1845. 



Freedom, Justice and Sincerity book launch 

A new book by Christine 
Burke ibvm on the inspir-
ing life and spirituality of 
Mary Ward, founder of the 
Loreto Sisters and Con-
gregation of Jesus, was 
launched in Melbourne 
and Sydney recently.  
The book was launched by 
Dr Robyn Horner, Assistant 
Head, School of Theology 
Australian Catholic Univer-
sity. In presenting the book, 
Dr Horner said that she had 
felt drawn to Mary Ward in 
her early career as a Loreto 
primary school teacher and 
that Mary Ward had re-
mained relevant to her 
throughout her working and 
family life. She said that 
women today continued to 
be inspired by Mary Ward’s 
courage and vision and that 
true to Mary Ward’s hopes 
women were indeed “doing 
much”. 

The book weaves an inspir-
ing story that has been 
muted over the past 400 
years. For much of this time 
Mary Ward’s role in chang-

ing the place of women in 
the Church was sup-
pressed by Church authori-
ties with their own un-
shakeable version of what 
women could (or could not) 
achieve.  
This remarkable English-
woman who began her 
company of sisters in 
1609-11 today has follow-
ers in large cities and re-
mote villages, in schools, 
universities and parishes 
and in justice networks, 
retreat centres and welfare 
services on every conti-
nent. 
Yet this was a woman who 
was ridiculed and impris-
oned for pursuing her basic 
insight that women could 
both be religious and work 
to build the faith of their 
neighbours. It was not until 
1909 that the Church finally 
allowed her sisters to name 
her as founder of the Insti-
tute. 
Christine Burke’s volume 
celebrates the life of a 
woman of great faith and 

insight – always loyal to the 
church, resourceful, cou-
rageous and determined. A 
woman who never gave up 
on her own truth. 
Christine spent four months 
in 2003 on a sabbatical in 
Cambridge where she fol-
lowed up on her life-long 
interest in Mary Ward, re-
searching and reflecting on 
the implications of her story 
for  today.  
In her current role as prov-
ince leader for Australia, 
Christine is aware that many 
past students and col-
leagues find both inspiration 
and challenge in this story, 
yet Mary Ward is far from 
well known beyond a small 
circle. Christine’s ministry 
background has been mainly 
in theology, adult education 
and pastoral formation with a 
particular interest in connect-
ing the Christian heritage 
with current issues. 
Copies of the book are 
available for purchase for 
$25 from ATF publishing.  
Ph 08 83542299  
Fax 08 83542399 
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The 27th Conference of Loreto Federation Aus-
tralia  

Loreto Coorparoo, Brisbane 
21-23 August 2009 
Theme: "Creating Pathways"  

For further information download the Registration and 
Program brochure or contact the Federation President 
Martine Whitton (Parer) whittonm@bigpond.net.au 

More information is also available on our website: 
http://www.loreto.org.au/loreto_networks/
federation.html 

Freedom, Justice and          
Sincerity will be launched      
in Adelaide by Christine Burke 
at the Festival of Ideas 
themed, “Pushing the Limits” 
on Saturday 11 July. 
www.adelaidefestivalofideas.com.au 

http://www.loreto.org.au/loreto_networks/documents/LoretoFedBrochure_2009.pdf�
http://www.loreto.org.au/loreto_networks/documents/LoretoFedBrochure_2009.pdf�
http://www.loreto.org.au/loreto_networks/documents/LoretoFedBrochure_2009.pdf�
http://www.loreto.org.au/loreto_networks/documents/LoretoFedBrochure_2009.pdf�
mailto:whittonm@bigpond.net.au�


 

the essence of a Loreto school for 
you?’ and ‘What is the challenge for 
me personally?’ There was plenty of 
time for prayer and reflection.  
In the second session Peter Foord  
introduced the framework of the 
‘Three Calls’, clearly explaining the 
First Call, that came from the Gen-
eral Congregation in Peru 2006 and 
serve as a guide and base for us all. 
James Muir followed, speaking 
about Mary Ward and her times, 
and then Maureen reflected on 
Mary Ward and the Glory Vision. 
There was time for valuable group 
reflection and discussion. Susan 
Stevens gave an excellent presen-
tation on LSAC and Australian Lo-
reto Schools in the light of the 
‘Second Call’. Leoni then gave an 
interesting session on making deci-
sions as a group… practicing dis-
cernment in a scenario. 
Dinner that night was a glorious 
affair with an exciting buzz in the 
dining room as staff from 7 Loreto 
schools got to know each other and 
found similar points of reference.  

The Loreto Futures team held its sec-
ond conference/workshop earlier this 
year. The aim of the Loreto Futures 
Team, which consists of Libby Roger-
son IBVM, Maureen Burke IBVM, 
Marg Finlay IBVM, Dr Leoni Degen-
hardt (consultant) and Mary Magnus 
(chair) is best summed up in our Mis-
sion Statement: 
“To identify people and develop proc-
esses, opportunities and resources 
which will communicate, sustain and 
promote the spirituality, values and 
tradition of Mary Ward.” 
The presenters  were Libby Roger-
son, Maureen Burke, Leoni Degen-
hardt, James Muir (Marryatville), Pe-
ter Foord (Ballarat)  and Dr Susan 
Stevens (Principal Loreto Toorak). 
The morning started with Maureen 
running a session on prayer. Maureen 
commenced this by asking everyone 
in the room to say ‘who’ they were 
and what defines them as a person. 
This was a wonderful ice breaker and 
really set the tone for all that followed. 
Her session was based on ‘What is 

The second day included James Muir’s 
fabulous presentation of Gonzaga 
Barry ‘Mission to a new land’. Session 
6 was based on the ‘Third Call’ IBVM 
mission in the world today. Libby pre-
sented the IBVM ministries today, 
which was very well received, generat-
ing a lot of questions. Leoni then pre-
sented her talk ‘Mission to Generations 
Y and Z’. This was an exciting and in-
spirational talk which caused real ex-
citement. The last session presented 
by Libby was ‘Go, you are sent’ (Third 
Call). What is the challenge for me in 
taking this forward? 
The Conference was very well re-
ceived by all who attended and gener-
ated a real sense of excitement. The 
LFT have had positive feedback from 
all the participants who felt it was a 
fantastic opportunity and felt honoured 
to have been picked by their Principal 
to attend! They felt connected to each 
other through their Mary Ward heritage 
and the opportunity to share similar 
concerns and challenges.  
We will be planning another Confer-
ence similar to this one, early in 2010. 

Loreto futures team 

Loreto Sisters Australia 
www.loreto.org.au 

Upcoming Events 

Further information or to 
contribute a story: 

Website www.loreto.org.au 

• Editor:  

Sophia Ljaskevic,               
Communications Officer. 

• Contact details: 

Communications@loreto.org.au 

Tel: 03 9813 4023 

Fax: 03 9813 4091 

Loreto Centre 

Level 2 

257 Auburn Road  

Hawthorn East 3123 

 Loreto in Australia by Mary Ryllis Clark 
UNSW Press Book Launch  and  Mary 

Ward Justice Lecture 2009 
21 August—4 September 2009 

Photo by  Matthew Jensen 

http://www.loreto.org.au/�
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