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Dear Friends, 
 
On Sunday 19 July we celebrate 140 years since Gonzaga Barry and 
her nine companions arrived on our shores with the gift of our 
Mary Ward legacy. Thanks to these courageous women, Gonzaga’s 
vision and wisdom, and the dedication and ongoing creativity of 
Sisters and friends over the last 140 years, we have much to 
celebrate as so many continue to be inspired by the spirit and 
values of Loreto. 
  
The more I reflect on our founders, Mary Ward, Teresa Ball and 
Gonzaga Barry, the more I am in awe of the gift of these women as 
our role models and source of inspiration and and courage. It 
causes me to ask how we continue to be faithful to our legacy today - responding  to current  need as they did, acting 
with courage and  with a trust that despite obstacles, God will be served as we indeed, as Gonzaga Barry would 
say, make the world a better place for having lived in it. 

Please find further information on this historic event below. 

Margaret Mary Flynn ibvm 

Australia & South East Asia Province Leader 

   
 

  140 Years of Loreto in Australia   
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This year, Loreto celebrates 140 years in Australia thanks to 
our pioneering Loreto Sisters from Ireland. 

Travelling to an unknown and distant land from the comforts 
of her home in Ireland, Mother Gonzaga Barry stepped off the 
SS Somersetshire Ship onto Australian soil on 19 July, 1875. 
This was to become a defining moment in the history of Loreto 
that continues to shape its future. 

The arrival of Loreto’s pioneering Sisters was a response to an 
appeal by the Bishop of Ballarat, Dr O’Connor asking the 
Sisters to lead a mission opening the first Loreto School in 
Ballarat, Victoria. 

Please click here to continue reading. 

 

 

 
 

  Loreto Sr. Susan Daily Awarded the Order of Australia   

 

Loreto Sister Susan Daily was awarded the Order of Australia 
last month in recognition for her commitment to the arts, 
building independence among Aboriginal communities and 
developing a genuine Australian religious art form. 

Beaming with excitement Susan explains the award came as a 
complete shock and she struggled to keep it a secret from her 
friends and family for two weeks before the official 
announcement. 

For over 26 years Susan has dedicated much of her life to 
volunteering her time as an art mentor and empowering 
Aboriginal women to gain independence through the 
sacredness of art. 

To continue reading please click here. 

 

 

 
 

  Turning Over a New Leaf   

 

Over the past few months the Loreto community in Perth has 
been going through a period of change with the farewell of two 
school principals both at Loreto Nedlands and John XXIII 
College. 

The other significant moment has been the first Profession of 
Loreto Sister Selvi Adaikalam who taught at John XXIII 
College for a number of years before joining the Loreto Sisters. 

Please click here to read more.  
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  Standing on Sacred Ground   

 

This year NAIDOC week (5-12 July) focuses on the spiritual 
and social relationships Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people have with the land and the sea. The theme, We Stand on 
Sacred Ground: Learn, Respect and Celebrate, is timely as 
debate rages around the effects of humanity’s disregard for the 
sacredness of the land, resulting in what Pope Francis describes 
as the earth …burdened and laid waste, … the most abandoned 
and maltreated of our poor. 

Please click here to continue reading. 
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