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Dear Friends of Loreto, 

What interesting times we live in! 
  
This month we celebrate the many ways women contribute to 
family and community, and at the same time recognise that this 
journey of increased participation and equality is far from 
complete.  As we know, Mary Ward was one of the first to 
champion this issue over 400 years ago, and today, the wonderful 
education offered through our schools continues to encourage 
young women to embrace their giftedness towards making the 
world a better place. 

At the same time that the Institute commences its preparation for 
the next General Congregation to be held in 2014 at which we elect 
our new Leader, we also have a new Pope!  Part of the preparation for the Institute Congregation is a discernment 
process which has now begun, and asks that we reflect on where we are as a world-wide group, and where we believe we 
are being called to respond.   Two significant ‘signs of the times’ for us are the cultural shift within the Institute, with 
new life growing in India, Africa and South East Asia, and the rapidly expanding Circle of Friends now involved in our 
shared mission.   As we listen to the Spirit in these changing times, we take heart in the choice of the new Pope – a 
Jesuit and from South America. 
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As we head towards Easter, may we trust in the new life that emerges so often from the unexpected. 

 
Margaret Mary 

Margaret Mary Flynn ibvm 
Province Leader 

    

  2013 Justice Prayer    

 

Every year, Loreto colleges celebrate one Mary Ward value. LSAC determine the 
value for the year, and the chosen value is 'Justice'. At the end of the school year, 
school captains of the colleges meet for the LSAC Leadership Conference and in 
recent times the value has been the focus of that conference. 

The captains reflect on the meaning of the value in a Loreto context and how it can 
apply to their leadership roles in the forthcoming year. Together they create a 
prayer  based on the value, which is then used in all schools. Each school will then 
focus on the value in a range of ways, such as inviting speakers, including activities 
within RE and retreat programs, through artwork and in liturgies etc. 
 
  

  

                                              Justice Prayer 2013 
  

  

Loving God, 
In this year of Justice, may the strength of Your love become alive within us. 

As we grow in harmony with You and Your creation, may we love ourselves as You love us. 
Give us the courage to open our eyes and respond with compassion to the injustices that surround 

us. 
Grant us the wisdom to discern right from wrong and enable us to make a difference. 

Guide us to use our blessed gifts to empower the powerless and give a voice to the voiceless. 
Lord, let Justice help us see the world without assumptions and expectations. 

Allow us to love the world we see. 
Amen 

 

  
 

  The Story of Australia’s Institute Tree by Robin Scott, Province Archivist   
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In our archival collection we have a large oil painting of a tree bearing the fruit 
of the IBVM and CJ foundations since the establishment of Mary Ward’s 
Institute in 1609. 

 
Known as the ‘Institute Tree’ it is a powerful representation of the extent of the 
foundations made, but more importantly a symbol of the common ancestry of 
these foundations.  It became an iconic feature of the decoration of the front hall 
of Mary’s Mount in Ballarat, greeting generations of students as they arrived at 
school.  However, its origins and relevance had been lost, till recently. 

Read the full account. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  
 

  MWIA update   

 

Mary Ward International Australia is happy to welcome its new Project Officer, 
Catriona Catterson, who came into the role in December.  

Catriona was initially involved with MWIA as a volunteer, and will be travelling to Africa 
to visit MWIA’s projects in Zambia and Kenya to report on their developments and 
progress.  

Catriona will be spending the majority of her time volunteering with Dr. Ephigenia 
Gachiri IBVM on her Stop Female Genital Mutilation (SFGM) campaign which is helping 
to educate communities in Kenya about the dangers of female genital mutilation. It is 
estimated that 92% of Kenyan women will be subjected to FGM, a practice which the 
World Health Organisation has called a form of torture. It is the leading cause of fistula in 
the world, and causes many other health complications for its victims. 

With the support of MWIA, Dr. Gachiri IBVM has established the Holistic Growth and Research Centre for the 
SFGM campaign, which serves as the campaign’s headquarters. The centre hosts women from all around Kenya who 
attend conferences, meetings and educational seminars on the risks of FGM and how to shift cultural attitudes 
within communities. The centre will also house victims of FGM who are in need of safe accommodation, or who 
need a place to recover after medical care made necessary by FGM. 

MWIA needs your support to ensure that the work of the SFGM campaign continues. Australian 
funding has been used to develop a fruit tree orchid to sustain the centre. The produce sold from 
the orchid is used to fund the Holistic Growth and Research Centre and ensure its sustainability. 
This project is currently in need of funding. Find out more and how you can support this great cause. 

To learn more about female genital mutilation and the situation of women in Kenya, visit MWIA’s ‘Doing Justice, 
Seeking Truth’ booklet  to discover information, resources and useful links. 
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  2013 Fair Trade Chocolate for Easter Campaign Community Action   

 

Buying Fair Trade ensures no-one is being exploited to produce your chocolate! Presently, 
children as young as 10 years old are working on cocoa plantations in West Africa, the 
source of 75% of the world’s cocoa. Approximately 95% of the chocolate sold today is not 
certified to be free from the use of forced, child or trafficked labour. 

  

Read more about Fair Trade 

 

  
 

  International Women’s Day   

 

International Women’s Day (IWD), held globally on 8 March 
each year, celebrates the economic, political and social 
achievements of women in the past, present and future.  

The history of IWD dates back to 1910 internationally and, in 
Australia, to 1928. But socialist women in the United States 
organised the first national Women's Day in 1908 and helped to 
inspire the international event. In 1910, Clara Zetkin, leader of 
the “Women’s Office” for the Social Democratic Party in Germany, proposed the idea of an International Women’s 
Day at the 2nd International Conference of Working Women. The conference attendees, more than 100 women 
from 17 countries, unanimously approved the suggestion. The very first IWD was launched the following year on 
March 19th in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. More than one million women and men attended 
rallies supporting women’s rights. In 1913, IWD was moved to March 8th, which has remained the global date ever 
since. 

Find out more about International Women's Day 

 

  
 

  Earth Hour 2013. 8.30pm Saturday 23 March   

 

A WWF initiative, Earth Hour is a simple idea that’s quickly turned into a global 
phenomenon. Hundreds of millions of people switching off their lights for one hour, on 
the same night, to signal their care for the amazing planet we call home. Starting from a 
one-city initiative in Sydney in 2007, Earth Hour now takes place in more than 6,950 
cities and towns in 152 countries and territories around the world. 

Learn more about how you can support Earth Hour 2013 

 

  
 

  Mary Ward Grants 2013 announced   

 

The Loreto Sisters are pleased to announce the recipients of the Mary Ward Grants for 
2013. 

True to the vision of Mary Ward and her belief in the pivotal role of women in 
leadership, the Loreto Sisters established the Mary Ward Grant to support specialist and 
post graduate study in theology, spirituality and pastoral ministry. 

This year's successful group of recipients are; 

 
• CATHERINE ANDERSON 
• ELIZABETH ARBLASTER 
• JOY BOWEN 
• CHRISTY HONEYSETT (Pictured) 
• SISTER THERESA MA 
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• JOSIE RYAN 
• JULIE TRINIDAD 
• ROSETTA ZACCARDI 

Learn more about the recipients and how the Mary Ward Grants work. 
  
 

  MAGiS   

 

Providing an exciting and unique opportunity, five Ignatian Orders (Loreto, 
Religious of the Sacred Heart, Sisters of Charity of Australia, Faithful Companions 
of Jesus and Society of Jesus (Jesuits)) together with the support of CLC, are 
collaborating in order to support, and nurture the MAGiS ministry. Each shares 
their own unique charisms from where our core values that guide us come from. 

Find out more about MAGiS here 

 

  
 

  Opening of the Loreto Archives Centre Ballarat   

 

On the balmy Ballarat autumn morning of Thursday 7th March 2013 the new 
home of Loreto Province Archives was opened and blessed by Bishop Paul Bird 
and Sr. Margaret Mary Flynn Loreto Province Leader. 

Hosted by Principal Ms Judith Potter and Loreto College Ballarat, guests 
gathered in College’s gardens, with the new Archives Centre on one side, the 
Loreto Chapel on the other and the Convent Cemetery nearby. 
Mr. Ted Lovett, Ballarat elder, welcomed the guests to country and Sr. 
Margaret Mary Flynn welcomed the guests to the opening ceremony. Loreto 
College Ballarat choir provided the music to accompany the liturgy prepared 
by Sr. Deirdre Browne. 

Read he full article here. 

  

 

  
 

  Outcome of Women’s Commission 2013 by Anne Kelly ibvm   

 

Negotiations between delegates to this year’s Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW) concluded by resolving that violence against women and girls must end, but 
consensus did not come easily (The Guardian 16 Mar 2013). Up until the very last 
minute it looked as if a small group of countries was going to derail the process and 
undermine previous agreements, as they did last year. After months of behind the 
scenes lobbying and two weeks of difficult negotiations in New York, the CSW 
outcome document includes strong statements about the intrinsic human rights of 
women and girls, gender equality, women's empowerment and reproductive rights - 
the last being an area of particular contention. 

  

Read the full report here 

 

  
  

   


