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Early Loreto Uniforms



The only record we have of the early uniforms 
are from photographs, brief comments in the 
school magazine and a List of Requirements 
which is undated but would seem to be from 
c.1900.  This list is a treasure as it also has 
samples of the cloth used.  

The black and white photographs gives clues 
as to style, but of course, not to colour.  It is 
necessary to look beyond the black and white 
photographs and imagine a colour filled world 
where one criticism of the uniforms was that 
they were too bright.  

The early uniforms varied enormously as this 
was the period before the mass production of 
clothes.  Many students would have had their 
own school clothes made or they would have 
been made by the sisters.



1876 Dress 
A variety of different dresses were 

worn in these early days



Extracts from the school magazine ‘Eucalyptus 
Blossoms’ June 1895 describing their new 

uniforms.



Extract from ‘Eucalyptus Blossoms’ Dec. 1898 
describing the drill or sports uniforms



Extract from ‘Eucalyptus Blossoms’ Dec. 1890 
describing their “antiquated” uniforms



Extract from ‘Eucalytpus Blossoms’ 1891 singing  
praise to the uniform



A description of the sports uniform with material 
samples for the sports uniform and the general 

uniform, c.1900



List of Requirements for boarders c. 1900 –
describes the summer and winter uniforms and 

white muslin dress trimmed with lace



Dress 1888
By the 1880s the dresses were more 

consistent although still varied in 
design.   Probably hyacinth blue 
as this was the traditional Loreto 

colour worn in Ireland.



Uniform 1895 – note the ‘mutton chop’ sleeves.  
She is wearing a sodality medal and sash and is 
standing on the flat roof of the Novitiate Building



Uniform, 1899
The “new” uniform was introduced in 1895.  They were a 

“wild hyacinth” blue with black poplin yoke, collar and cuffs.  
They were described in the school magazine of the time as 
having three black stripes on the hem which is not apparent 

here. 



Drill or Sports Uniform 1898
These uniforms were used for ‘Swedish Drill’, a form of 

calisthenics.  They were dark blue serge with white braid. 
Still worn in the 1920s but with a belt, they were called 

‘tram liners’ referring to the three stripes similar to cable 
tram lines



Winter Uniform 1899 – note the pinafore and woolly 
hood.  The pinafore or ‘overall’ was worn for games 

and because the blue cashmere of the dress faded in 
the sun. 



Summer Uniforms, 1898



Uniforms in 1901 – royal blue cashmere with 
black velvet yoke, collar and cuffs. 



The Uniform in 1903 has changed significantly –
note the lace shawl and collar and the blouse and 
skirt.  This may have been the summer uniform.



Summer Uniform 1901 – They wore large brimmed 
hats in the sun – ‘mushroom hats’.  These were 

possibly the spotted shirts described in the ‘List of 
Requirements’



For Cooking Classes uniforms were protected 
with large aprons and sleeve protectors.



Speech Night or Evening Wear 1899 – also worn 
on Feast Days and Concerts. A blue sash and hair 

ribbons were worn. 



Basketball Uniform 1912 – different coloured
berets were worn to differentiate between teams.  



Uniform in 1927 – after the First World War the 
dresses were much shorter, worn just above the 

knee



Communion Veil worn on Sundays and Feast Days.  
Short black net veils were worn to the Chapel on 

week days.



Uniform in 1913 – note the first appearance of the 
tie.  This uniform came in around 1908.  The skirt 

was navy and the blouse was cream with pale blue 
spots



Winter Uniform in 1946



Winter Uniform 1951 – note sodality medal and 
School Councillor cross



Winter Tunic, 1955



Winter Uniform 1975 – the shorter the better!


