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WILLIAM BRITTIAN TAPPIN 

He was bom at B a l l a r a t i n 1854 and di e d i n Melbourne i n 1905. 

For some tilne he was i n a partnersni"p, Tappin and G i l b e r t , which has — 
o f f i c e s i n B a l l a r a t and Melbourne; however i n 1890 a f t e r Mr. Joseph 
Reed's death he j o i n e d the f i r m forming the p a r t n e r s h i p Reed Smart and 
Tappin, that was to continue u n t i l . 1907. 

Dxiring t h i s p e r i o d the Bendigo Cathedral of the Sacred Heart was 
commissioned. I t s f i r s t stage was completed between 1896 and 1901, 
however i t was not m t i l 1953 t h a t the next stage was commenced. 

Two of the other"noteworthy b u i l d i n g s were produced by t h i s p a r t n e r s h i p -
the four storey b u i l d i n g next to St. Paul's Cathedral b u i l t f o r the 
Metropolitan Gas Company and the Convent of the Good Shepherd at 
Abbotsford. . . . . 

In 1900 Mr. Tappin wrote a paper f o r the " F i r s t A u s t r a l i a n C a t h o l i c Congress 
held i n Sydney on "The Role of A r t and-Architecture". 

He was something of an * k r t i s t , designing t i e s t e n c i l s behind the a l t a r i n 
St. P a t r i c k ' s Cathedral, and i s c r e d i t e d with the design o f a shrine i n 
St. Francis Church Melbourne. 

When r e p o r t i n g h i s death i n 1905 the Argus described him as "....our 
foremost e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a r c h i t e c t . " - . • 
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