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1908-1926: St. 
Anne’s Parish 

Primary School 

In 1908, the building which would 
later become Mary’s Mount 
Kindergarten was built, to house St. 
Anne’s primary school. 

Located here, near the front gate, 
and behind the gatekeeper’s 
lodge, the school was a one room 
brick building.

It was divided by a folding door 
into two classrooms, with children 
up to Grade Four. It was staffed by 
a nun and novices. The front drive of Mary’s Mount in the 

1920s. St. Anne’s and the Gatekeeper’s 
Lodge are on the left. 



An aerial view, c.1939. It appears to have 
been taken around World War II because 
there seems to be army tents in Victoria 
Park opposite Loreto.  

St. Anne’s and the gatehouse.

View from Sturt Street. 



1941-1978: 
Mary’s Mount 
Kindergarten 

When St Anne’s Parish Primary was closed in 1926, 
the building was used as a Finishing School for senior 
students. In the early 1930s, St. Anne’s was used as a 
Priest’s Chalet (accommodation for visiting priests). 

A kindergarten opened in 1941. It was enlarged in 
1962, with extensions either side and a front foyer. 
The gatekeeper’s lodge was demolished to make 
room for a bigger playground.

During the works a mine shaft was securely closed 
after being a problem since the early days.  It was 
said to have swallowed the chooks belonging to 
past occupants of the Lodge.

The kinder closed in 1978 due to the phasing out of 
the junior school and the combining of Mary’s 
Mount and Dawson Street as Loreto College 
Ballarat.

Left: A local council meeting entry: “The Lodge has been 
demolished- and the mine shaft is being investigated”  



Mother Brendan Regan, who was in 
charge of the kinder for many years 
with the assistance of novices. 

Kinder children in 1956. 



Opening of 
extended 
kindergarten 
building, 1962 



Above: 1969. Right: Pupils 
with Sr Mary O’Brien. 



Kindergarten parties, in 1968 and 1971 



1978-2013:
The 

Cottage

After the kindergarten closed, the 
building was used by staff and 
students at Mary’s Mount as a religious 
centre and performing arts centre, 
known as The Cottage. 

For many years girls had RE and 
drama classes here, until it was 
renovated and reopened in 2013 
as the archive centre here 
today. 

The Cottage in the grounds, in 2003. 



Angela Quill with Mary’s Mount 
students outside The Cottage. The Cottage in 2011. 



2013-present:
The Loreto 
Archives 
Centre

The Cottage was renovated and 
the Archives Centre was built. The 
current building was officially 
opened on March 7, 2013. 

The old school and kindergarten 
rooms are now the museum. Above and right: architectural drawings 

and a floor plan of the centre. 



Left: The Cottage 
exposed in May 2012 as it 
is renovated. Below: The 
Centre almost finished. 
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