Justice

Loreto Schools Australia

Seek truth ... do justice.

Loreto is committed to a shared mission
to transform the Church and the world
particularly by empowering women to
seek truth and do justice.
LORETO SISTERS AUSTRALIA & SOUTH EAST ASIA
MISSION STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION
Across this week our land and Church are marking the tenth
anniversary of the National Apology to the Stolen Generations,
Chinese New Year, Tet and the beginning of Lent. Major
investigations are underway into the banks and the wealth of the
Catholic Church in Australia. Pancakes are being sold in schools,
Project Compassion boxes are being distributed and the week ends
with a webinar introducing the IBVM/CJ international family to the
workings of Mary Ward people at the United Nations as we attempt
to address the Sustainable Development Goals platform. In a nutshell,
the week holds out to us the many challenges facing our land and
Church at this time.
Our Loreto schools are gifted with a framework and tools for
educating for justice in our desire to follow Jesus, the signposts
provided by Mary Ward and her followers across the centuries,
Principles of Catholic Social Teaching, Australian Bishops’ Social
Justice Statements, the Calls of the 2014 General Congregation, the
Compass produced by the 2017 Loreto Education Conference in
South Africa, Towards Global Citizenship material from the IBVM desk
at the UN and invitations from Mary Ward International Australia to
work in solidarity with women and men in our region seeking justice
for their children and their communities.
This small Resource Booklet is a simple springboard into some
reflection on this Mary Ward virtue; a virtue that is unsettling,
multivalent and challenging. The Booklet is aimed at senior students,
staff and Board members. My aim is to complement this resource
with material pertaining to justice in weekly editions of The Ayme.
As we seek truth and do justice together as a Loreto family this year,
let us share best practice, challenges, questions, prayers, reflections,
songs and images to deepen our understanding of a Mary Ward
approach to education for justice in our schools.
Anne Muirhead
Director of Mission
Loreto Ministries Ltd
Ash Wednesday 2018
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JUSTICE IN THE BIBLICAL TRADITION

Social justice is one of the fundamental issues in the Bible.
God created the world and humankind, and the life and happiness of
all God’s people are God’s deepest desires. – Dominik Markl SJ
How good to sing praise to our God;
how pleasant to give fitting praise.
The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the dispersed of Israel,
healing the brokenhearted,
and binding up their wounds.
God numbers the stars,
and gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, vast in power,
with wisdom beyond measure.
The Lord gives aid to the poor,
but casts the wicked to the ground.
Psalm 147
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The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. He sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. Luke 4:18 – 19

The great Jewish prophets, the forerunners of Jesus, coined a mantra
which ran something like this: The quality of your faith will be judged by
the quality of justice in the land and the quality of justice in the land will
be judged by how “widows, orphans, and strangers” (biblical code for the
three most vulnerable groups in society) fared while you were alive.
Jesus wouldn’t disagree. When he describes the last judgment at the end
of Matthew’s Gospel, he tells us that this judgment will not be, first of all,
about right doctrine, good theology, church attendance, or even personal
piety and sexual morality, but about how we treated the poor. Nobody
gets to heaven without a letter of reference from the poor. Jesus and the
great biblical prophets make that clear.
– Ron Rolheiser OMI

Seek truth ... do justice.

3

JUSTICE IN OUR WORLD

We are guilty of many errors and many faults,
but our worst crime is abandoning the children,
neglecting the fountain of life.

Many of the things we need can wait.
The child cannot.

Right now is the time his bones are being formed,
his blood is being made,
and his senses are being developed.

To him we cannot answer ‘Tomorrow’,
his name is today.

- Gabriela Mistral
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Which curriculum areas can be linked to
the Sustainable Development Goals in our school?
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What am I prepared to stand up for this year?
With whom am I prepared to stand this year?

INSCRIPTION ON THE SCULPTURE READS:

I’m sitting on the back of a man.
He is sinking under the burden.
I would do anything to
help him, except stepping
down from his back.

Sculpture by Jens Galschiøt
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JUSTICE ACROSS SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS
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JUSTICE IN THE IBVM TRADITION
Jesus did not pressure anyone to his point of view, but he did keep offering
his message: God is a loving God who welcomes sinners, offers hospitality to
strangers, chooses the ones on the margins and put them at the heart of God’s
concern. It is clear in our day that we cannot separate spreading the gospel from
action for justice, at every level of society. ‘We must not only love our neighbour
as ourself, but behave as if we did’, links the action for justice with integrity.
Christine Burke ibvm – Freedom, Justice and Sincerity.
Such a way may require of some of us the willingness to take public actions to
advocate the rights of our poor and marginalized brothers and sisters – it is clear
that Pope Francis knows that that is what it requires of him. For others, the realm
of justice may be our workplace or our school or our home or our community –
or, a combination of a number of these. Is there bullying in any of the spheres in
which we live or work? Is there an unwillingness to forgive? Is there a resistance
to reconciliation?
Because if there is then the justice that Mary Ward is talking about is absent.
If, however, we treat all our work colleagues, whether senior or junior to us, all
those in our schools from the Headteacher to the cleaning ladies, all those in our
families from the youngest to the eldest, with the respect which is due to them
as children of God, then the justice Mary Ward is talking about is present. In the
same way, if we treat the created world with respect, if we do not plunder it
for our own needs – both individually and collectively – then I would argue that
that is another sphere in which her “justice” is present and that the way we, as
“friends of Mary Ward, relate to creation and its integrity is a further aspect of
living as a “just soul”.
Jane Livesy CJ – The Just Soul

I thought I’d seen hardship and battle for justice
before. But the places I have been to as a Loreto Sister,
the people I have met, the stories I have shared...
have enriched and changed my life forever.
- Janet Palafox ibvm

IBVM and CJ Sisters at the United Nations: ibvmunngo.org
Mary Ward International Australia (International development arm of the IBVM): mwia.org.au
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Loyola, spain

september 2014

CALLS OF IBVM GENERAL COUNCIL 2014

As Mary Ward’s companions moved by the person of Jesus and the needs of our
world today, we seek to:
•

Reclaim the freshness of the Gospel, allowing Jesus to transform our lives

•

Go where the need is greatest

•

Bring those forced to live
in poverty to the
Institute
ofcentre
the of our life and ministry (and
study)

•

Live sustainably, discerning what is enough

•

Create the oneness that moves us across boundaries

blessed virgin mary

What is your personal response to each of the GC Calls?
How can our school community deepen our commitment to each of
the GC 2014 Calls?

I am attending the opening of the Pre-Primary
Loreto Centre because I support justice.
- Community Leader, Gari-uia, Timor Leste, 2017
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JUSTICE IN LORETO SCHOOLS
Loreto Schools of Australia Mission Statement.

Educating for justice means helping
people to recognise the inherent
dignity of each individual and of the
natural environment and to become
aware of the rights and responsibilities
of all. Issues of power and the use
and distribution of resources must
also be addressed in ways that are
appropriate to students’ development.
Without burdening them with guilt
for the inequities of our world, we
can encourage them to share and
use their gifts purposefully in a spirit
of gratitude, compassion and hope.
Our schools should develop wellintegrated, soundly based approaches
to the study of social justice which
provide students with opportunities
for experiential learning and reflection
on experience. Thus they can be led
to a more critical awareness of the
structures in our society and the effect
of these on the most disadvantaged,
in the light of the Gospel’s imperative
concern for the poor and marginalised.
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The school itself, in its organisation,
its relationships and its activities,
should be a place where justice is
demonstrably practised and valued.
We hope that our students will be
people who are honest and fair in
their dealings, who show empathy
and respect for others without
discrimination and whose lives include
a real element of active and generous
contribution to the community. In
addition, we hope that they will have
a lively awareness of local and global
issues, be strong and articulate on
behalf of those who have no power
or voice and passionately committed
to the integrity of creation, to justice,
peace and reconciliation in our world.
Justice, as Mary Ward describes it,
involves personal integrity based on
harmonious relationship with God,
with other people and with the whole
of creation. It is expressed in “works of
justice”, in active participation in the
struggle to bring about such harmony.

2018 LORETO STUDENT LEADERS’
PRAYER FOR JUSTICE
Creator God, source of all life,
We marvel at the beauty and excellence within everything you
have created.
In our difference, you made us and love us.
Through our search to seek and understand the message of your
son Jesus, we open ourselves to belong to the Kingdom of God.
Free our minds to recognise the needs of the world, locally
and globally.
Give us the wisdom and the conviction to realise that through
right relationships with you and each other, we have the power
to bring about a more just world.
May we give generously and willingly, without expecting
anything in return, as we challenge all that leads to injustice.
We pray that our God who liberates, empowers and motivates,
will be with us as we work for justice with the gifts of humility
and compassion.
Enable us to be disciples of your love and peace.
Following the example of Mary Ward, assist us in being ‘seekers
of truth and doers of justice’.
Hear our prayer which we ask in Jesus name.
Amen
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JUSTICE IN THE CATHOLIC TRADITION
You are not making a gift of what is yours to the poor man, but you are giving
him back what is his.
The earth belongs to everyone, not to the rich.
- St Ambrose

Dorothy Day taught me that justice is not just a project for the government,
do-good agencies, or radical movements designing a new social order in which
all the world’s problems will be solved. It’s for you and me, here and now, right
where we are.
Jesus did not say “Blessed are you who give contributions to charity” or
“Blessed are you who are planning a just society.” He said, “Welcome into the
Kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world, for I was hungry
and you fed me.
- Jim Forest

Christians are countercultural and
prophetic and insofar as we dare to
name and to critique the anti-Gospel
attitudes of the world around us.
More importantly, we seek to reframe
the harsh, unjust and inhumane
realities that many experience into
an alternative vision of hope and
promote those values that will lead to
the fulfilment of that vision. We show
the way to a culture of encounter and
acceptance by a radical discipleship
of love and compassion, solidarity and
service. We accompany the victims
of injustice in the journey to freedom
with a sense of total commitment and
fidelity, even when the fight in favour
of God’s justice for them necessitates
a witness of courage and hope. As
disciples of Jesus, we are committed
to building a better, a more humane,

welcoming and inclusive society not
by giving in to fear and suspicion but
by fostering a culture of encounter,
respect and acceptance.
Pope Francis exhorts us to see
refugees and asylum seekers as our
brothers and sisters who like us are in
search of justice, freedom, dignity and
opportunity for development. Affirming
our Christian duty of care for them
in the face of rising intolerance, the
Pope writes “Today, more than in the
past, the Gospel of mercy troubles our
consciences, prevents us from taking
the suffering of others for granted, and
points out way of responding which,
grounded in the theological virtues of
faith, hope and charity, find practical
expression in works of spiritual and
corporal mercy”.

- Bishop Long, Migrant and Refugee Sunday, August 2017
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Thy Kingdom Come …

“We are all called to take this road of the kingdom of God: It is a vocation,
it is a grace, it is a gift, it is given freely, it is not purchased, it is a grace
that God gives us. And all we who are baptized have the Holy Spirit within
[us]. How is my relationship with the Holy Spirit, Who makes the Kingdom
of God grow within me? A good question for all of us to ask ourselves
today. Do I believe this? Do I truly believe that the Kingdom of God is
in the midst of us, it is hidden? Or do I like spectacle even more?”
- Homily, Pope Francis 2017

In every age, humanity experiences injustices, moments of conflict and inequality
among peoples. In our own day these difficulties seem to be especially
pronounced. Even though society has made great progress technologically, and
people throughout the world are increasingly aware of their common humanity
and destiny, the wounds of conflict, poverty and oppression persist, and create
new divisions. In the face of these challenges, we must never grow resigned.
For on the basis of our respective spiritual traditions, we know that there is a
way forward, a way that leads to healing, mutual understanding and respect.
A way based on compassion and loving kindness.
- Meeting with Buddhist Leaders, Pope Francis, 2017

Seek truth ... do justice.
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If there is hunger anywhere in the world, then our celebration of the eucharist
is somehow incomplete everywhere in the world …. In the eucharist we receive
Christ hungering in the world. He comes to us, not alone, but with the poor, the
oppressed, the starving of the earth. Through him they are looking to us for help,
for justice, for love expressed in action. Therefore we cannot properly receive the
Bread of Life unless at the same time we give the bread of life to those in need
wherever and whoever they may be.
– Pedro Arrupé (Address at Eucharistic Congress, Philadelphia, August 2, 1976)

This is my body, broken for you – Eucharistic Prayer
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Loving God,
open our hearts,
so that we may feel the breath and play of your Spirit.
Unclench our hands
so that we may reach out to one another,
and touch and be healed.
Open our lips that we may drink in the delight and wonder of life.
Unclog our ears,
to hear your agony in our inhumanity.
Open our eyes,
so that we may see Christ in friend and stranger.
Breathe your Spirit into us,
and touch our lives with the life of Christ. Amen

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

Human Dignity
Every person is made in the image of
God and has an inalienable dignity that
gives rise to human rights.
People are always more important
than things and must never be treated
as mere instruments.
All people, all races, and all human
cultures, are equal in dignity. The
human family is one because we are all
children of the one God.

The Common Good
We are called to work for social
conditions that allow every person and
group to meet their needs and achieve
their full potential.
Every group in society should take into
consideration the rights and legitimate
aspirations of other groups, and also
the well being of the whole human
family.

Solidarity

We need each other and can only
grow, flourish and achieve our
potential in relationship with one
another.
Our salvation is tied up with that
of each other. We are responsible
for one another. Solidarity is a firm
and persevering commitment to the
common good.

Subsidiarity
Decision making should be kept as
close as possible to the grassroots.
Those most directly affected by a
decision should have a key say in it.
Larger or more overarching groups
should only get involved to assist
individuals and smaller groups if they
are unable to achieve something
themselves.
Sometimes the efforts of smaller
groups need to be co-ordinated for
the sake of the common good.

Human beings are social in their
very nature.
Seek truth ... do justice.
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JUSTICE IN OUR LAND

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people
on the planet. We are not an innately criminal people.
Our children are alienated from their families at
unprecedented rates. This cannot be because we have
no love for them. And our youth languish in detention
in obscene numbers. They should be our hope for
the future.
These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural
nature of our problem. This is the torment of our
powerlessness.
We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people
and take a rightful place in our own country. When we have power over our
destiny our children will flourish.
They will walk in two worlds and their culture will be a gift to their country.
- Uluru Statement from the Heart 2017

If you have come to help me you are wasting your time.
If you have come because your liberation is bound
together with mine, let us walk together.
16
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LIST OF HYMNS WITH JUSTICE THEMES
•

We Are Called – David Haas

•

Harvest of Justice – David Haas

•

Bread for the World – Bernadette Farrell

•

Bread for the World Broken – Christopher Walker

•

For everyone born/A place at the table – Shirley Erena Murray/Lori True

•

Praise with Joy the World’s Creator

•

Open Your Hand – Ken Bible (very simple)

LIST OF WEBSITES RELATED TO JUSTICE IN THE AUSTRALIAN
CATHOLIC AND LORETO CONTEXT
ibvm.org

Insitute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

loreto.org.au

Loreto Sisters, Australia and South East Asia

congregatiojesus.org

Congregation of Jesus

mwia.org.au

Mary Ward International Australia

ibvmunngo.org

IBVM/CJ Sisters at the United Nations

thinkingfaith.co.uk

British Jesuits

caritas.org.au

Caritas Australia

opw.catholic.org.au	Office for the Participation of Women in the
Church
faithdoingjustice.com.au

Australian Jesuits

socialjustice.catholic.org.au

Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Council

acmro.catholic.org.au

Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office

natsicc.org.au	National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Catholic Council

