Intense with Divinity

Loreto Prayer for Advent
Week 2

In our Advent series, we invite the reader and the viewer into personal and
communal contemplation of images that evoke an element of this liturgical
season. Another member of our ‘circle of friends’ graces us with
her reflection …

Grace

Spring is a wonderful herald of the season of Advent. In the southern
hemisphere we experience something of what makes northerners rejoice as
they share their spring with the Easter season. Spring anywhere brings with it
an array of colour, perfume and passion. In Sydney the Jacaranda trees burst
out in purple wonder and as they fade the purple and white Agapanthus take
their place. Advent is on its way they tell us.
John O’Donohue would add:

'Creation is intense with divinity.'
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As we prepare for the joy of the Incarnation we have the gracious expanse of
four weeks to pause and ponder the wonder of this coming moment – an
incarnation also intense with divinity. And since we are all made in the image
and likeness of and by this divine creativity, our prayer and reflection can be
a quiet and gentle time of receiving an outpouring of grace.

Imagine Advent inviting you to celebrate that matter, matters.
The 10th Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams suggests

'Grace is a transformation that depends in large part on knowing
yourself to be seen in a certain way: as significant, as wanted, as
desired….'
He goes on to say 'God desires us, as if we were God.'

Ask yourself about this grace – so freely available to us as creatures intense
with divinity. Do you know and see yourself as significant, wanted, desired?
If you do grace will abound, for you will recognise every moment, every
encounter, all of creation, as grace. Imagine that we have been created so
that we may be caught up in this – and transformed!
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This Advent, absorb the joy of your own incarnation. Consider that in this body
with its joys and limitations, with this personality, entwined in these
relationships you are exactly as God imagined you to be and you are, in fact,
the very gift the world needs right now. And like the Jacaranda and the
agapanthus, do not apologise for your beauty!
The grace of this Advent – to see and know myself as significant, as wanted, as
desired and loved by God. Perhaps the Jacaranda tree and the Agapanthus
might bloom with this knowledge too?
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin wrote:

'By virtue of the Creation, and still more of the Incarnation,
nothing here below is profane for those who know how to see.'

John O’Donohue

The Priestliness of the Human Heart

Rowan Williams

The Body’s Grace

TIME FOR QUIET REFLECTION
The Piano Guys perform ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’
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PRAYERS
Across the week ahead we mark the traditional Feast of Our Lady of Loreto.
Our prayer comprises extracts from the sixteenth century Litany of Loreto,
undoubtedly prayed by Mary Ward and her companions, maybe even at the
pilgrim shrine of Loreto in Italy. As we pray, let us ponder the reality of Godwithin-us – ‘the joy of our own incarnation’!

Holy Mary,

Pray for us.

Mother of Good Counsel, Pray for us.
Virgin most merciful,

Pray for us.

Mirror of justice,

Pray for us.

Cause of our joy,

Pray for us.

Morning star,

Pray for us.

Refuge of sinners,

Pray for us.

Help of Christians,

Pray for us.

Queen of Families,

Pray for us.
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BLESSING
Let your tireless grace accompany us, O God,
let it go before us and follow after,
that we who long for a new dawn
may be sustained by your love
in this life and in the life to come.
Amen

(Adapted from a prayer from the Sacramentary)

AWARENESS & ACTION
Advent Week 2
4 December

The Other Marys Webinar | Link on next page

6 December

Second Sunday in Advent

10 December

Human Rights Day
Traditional Feast of Our Lady of Loreto
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WEBINAR
Click the image below to connect to our Facebook
post and reserve your place.

