
Mother Gonzaga Barry, founder and leader of Loreto in Australia, recognised the

relationship between the physical environment and the learning environment.

She intended a Loreto school to be “…a noble building…with grounds laid out in

lawns and gardens…”(E.B. Dec. 1890). The Ballarat property, purchased in 1875,

had a two-story Victorian neo-classical style house, set in 3 acres of grounds

with views of Lake Wendouree to the north. It was described in ‘The Advocate'

(Melbourne) of 20 Nov. 1875, “…the grounds, which are securely fenced with

timber to a height of six or seven feet, and surrounded by a row of towering

trees, contain an area of several acres, and are laid out and adorned in a very

tasteful manner, displaying almost every variety of floral and arboreal beauty.” 

In 1877 another 2 acres was gifted by the Bishop, and this became “The

Paddock” or recreation ground, later the oval.
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Mary’s Mount Gardens

Cameos from the Archives

An early photograph of the house purchased by Loreto that would become the first Loreto

Convent in Australia. Edgar Agar Wynne had built this Ballarat home in the mid-1860s, so the

gardens were still immature when the nuns moved in in 1875. This is the eastern aspect. The

north side faced Lake Wendouree.



The first gardener, Hans, was probably also the gardener for the Wynne family

before Loreto bought the property. Hans (we do not know his surname) was

German. Although apparently somewhat gruff, he did appreciate it when the

students practiced their German when addressing him. Hans' garden included

flower gardens, roses, avenues of trees, hedges, grapevines, a vegetable garden,

and an orchard. A croquet lawn bordered by annuals was next to the original

house on the east side. One could see views of the lawns and gardens to the lake

from the stone verandah's on the northern and eastern sides of the house. The

glasshouse conservatory to the west of the house was where Hans nurtured pot

plants utilised as decorations on feast days. A cool willow walk was behind the

conservatory, providing summer relief for students and nuns.

A Ramble Through Our Grounds - Mary’s Mount Gardens

Cameos from the Archives

The Broad Walk on the western side of the site. C. 1880s, it is likely leading north towards the Lake

and shows the Immaculate Conception statue at the end of the path and an arbour on the right. 

Find more information and historic photos of these gardens HERE

https://www.loreto.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Garden-Display-compressed.pdf

