
The Bathing Box is falling down

Falling down, falling down,

‘Twould be a loss for all the town,

For it’s so shady

The Portland

Bathing Box

Cameos from the Archives

 “Long walks with picnic lunches, or bathing in the sea tones up the tired bodies and often taut

nerves of nuns who have had the pleasure of a holiday at Portland.”

Mother Gonzaga Barry and the Loreto Sisters had been in Ballarat since 1875. These were busy,

stressful and intense years; purchasing property, designing curriculum, training teachers and

nuns, educating and housing students.  In 1881 Mother Gonzaga Barry was encouraged to visit

the seaside town of Portland for some sea air and rest by Ballarat’s Bishop O’Connor. 

At the request of the parish priest for a Loreto school in Portland, and to provide a holiday

retreat for the nuns, Mother Gonzaga decided to start a convent and school in Portland; arriving

on 27th December 1884.  She leased and later purchased a six-room cottage belonging to D.

Edgar in Bentinck Street. This cottage had been built by Stephen Henty and Mother Mary

Mackillop and her family had lived there when they were in Portland. Mother Boniface Volcker

was appointed first Superior and Mother Raphael Galavan, the first Mistress of Schools. 

Mother Stanislaus Mulhall, Novice Mistress, described their experiences of Portland:

Early Portland Students and Sisters



Soon after opening the school, the sisters obtained permission for gates to be

put in the railway line fence opposite the Convent for access to the beach across

the railway line.  The ‘White Gates’, for which the nuns kept the keys, were

constructed and steps cut into the cliff for an easy descent to the beach.  

Swimming was a regular recreation, of course.

The time to come in was indicated by a Sister waving a white towel; the signal

often being ignored when the sea was too good to leave!

Cameos from the Archives

Loreto Pupils on Nuns Beach, c.1900

The Portland Bathing Box

 

Ready for a swim, 1920s



Cameos from the Archives

In 1887 a bathing box was built for the use of nuns and pupils on what was to become known

as ‘Nuns Beach’. This structure often had to be rescued after damage from winter storms,

prevalent before the building of the breakwater.

(Poem by Norene and Patricia Elliott, aged

13 – from SER297 Portland History Album)

 

The Portland Bathing Box

Bathing Box, built 1887

The Bathing Box is falling down

Falling down, falling down,

‘Twould be a loss for all the town,

                 For it’s so shady.

 

We’ll nail it up, we’ll nail it down

Nail it up, nail it down,

We’ll make it right, we’ll make it right

                 For it’s so shady.

 

The men went down one wintry day

Did the job without pay,

All they saw was sea and spray,

                 For it’s so shady.

 

The stones have all been washed away

From where they lay to hold the spray,

They had to try to stay that way,

                 To keep it shady.

 

Pupils penned the following Ode to

the Bathing Box:

For more information about Loreto in Portland see our website: HERE

https://www.loreto.org.au/agency/portland/

