
Cameos from the Archives

Dolls’ Houses & Froebel
Loreto’s founder in Australia, Mother Gonzaga Barry, was a follower of

Friedrich Froebel, the founder of the Kindergarten Movement. Froebel

believed in the inherent goodness of children, and the importance of music,

nature study, stories and play in their early learning. The Kindergarten would

have included pupils up to the age of 7 years.

In our archival collection, we have examples of the Froebel paper art, as

taught to the student teachers and the kindergarten children – although

perhaps not to this expert level.

Kindergarten paper crafts as taught in the Loreto Teacher’s Training College in Dawson Street. 



Cameos from the Archives
Dolls' Houses & Frebel

Loreto Convent Portland also had a Dolls’ House.

It is described in the IBVM Schools’ Prospectus

of 1901. 

“To supplement the usual curriculum for juniors

the nuns employ many kindergarten devices to

develop all the best faculties of mind and body in

the little ones. The large dolls' house, for

instance, plays an important part in their

domestic training. This imposing two-storeyed

edifice contains many and well-appointed rooms,

each of which, from laundry to drawing room

receives due care. The large family of dolls is

duly instructed in all details of housekeeping by

the little mistresses, who have previously conned

the lesson from elders. This sportive education of

the dolls helps not a little in the training of their

small owners. Truly, in the kindergarten, we find,

by a strange paradox that work may become

play, and playwork, in its true sense.”

Portland’s Doll’s House was designed by Mother Gonzaga Barry in 1897. A model was made

with matchboxes and then sent to the carpenter for construction. It was a two-storey house

with eight furnished rooms. 

For more information on Loreto’s Teachers’ Training College and the Loreto Free

Kindergarten, see our website HERE and HERE

The dolls’ house took pride of

place in the ‘Dolls’ House Room’,

a playroom in one of the front

upstairs rooms of the convent. 

In 1912, Loreto past pupils

established the Loreto Free

Kindergarten for children in South

Melbourne. 

https://www.loreto.org.au/records/records-relating-to-teacher-training-college-dawson-st-ballarat/
https://www.loreto.org.au/agency/loreto-free-kindergarten/

