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Individual school reunions continued with social and fundraising events and retreats organised

by the nuns. A Loreto education was supposed to be a lifelong education and so the Sisters saw

it as very important to keep in touch with the past pupils and to encourage their continuing

education and work in social welfare. In 1886 a group of Ballarat past pupils, called the Ladies of

Charity was formed to undertake welfare and fundraising works including bazaars and a

circulating library. In 1912 the Loreto Free Kindergarten was begun in South Melbourne and was

run by past pupils. 

Each school had a Past Pupils’ Association, but in 1955 the Loreto Federation of Past Pupils

began with the inaugural President, Moira Dynon, and continues as a combination of the eight

Loreto Past Pupil's Associations.

Its aims were originally set down as: 

1. To pray for the success of the work of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

throughout the world.

2. To foster the Spirit and Unity of Loreto in Australia.

3. To give faithful service to God and to the community in which we live.

4. To encourage all Loreto Past Pupils to take an active interest in National and

International problems.

Reunions of past Loreto pupils were

initiated in 1898, with a reunion held

at the Loreto Albert Park.



Cameos from the Archives

The major national event is the Loreto Federation Conference which has been held usually

biennially, since 1955. Every two years the headquarters of the Federation moves interstate,

rotating through the member Associations. Each Conference addresses a theme related to

current needs and issues and a major outcome of recent Conferences has been to identify and

pursue a plan of action formulated at the Conference, which will contribute to needs in the

community. 

Loreto Federation

Federation Program 1957

For more about the history of Loreto Federation see HERE

Uniting the resources of the Loreto schools in each State and

the experience of graduated students, the Federation links the

schools and the communities through a range of activities

organised at the local level. 

The celebration of Loreto Federation has been postponed in 2020. In 2021 it will be held at

Loreto College Marryatville from 8-10 October where the theme will be ‘’Inspire’’.

https://www.loreto.org.au/records/records-relating-to-loreto-federations/

