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Cameos from the Archives

Not many people know that Loreto had a Convent and School in Hamilton, in regional Victoria.

Hamilton was on the railway line from Ballarat to Portland and Mother Gonzaga Barry referred to

it as the ‘’half-way house’’.

In 1905 a property, formerly Hamilton Academy, was bought by the parish and a day primary

and secondary school was opened under the management of Loreto. Loreto also took charge of

St. Mary's Parish School which was moved to the same site. The school also held commercial

classes. 

In the school magazine, ‘’Eucalyptus Blossoms’’ of 1909, the Convent is describes as:

‘’situated on a height just on the outskirts of the town, and commanding a good view of the

surrounding country. It has spacious grounds, beautifully laid out, and adorned with shrubs and

plants.  The house was originally built for a Church of England grammar school, a purpose which

it served several years. A client of St. Michael kept a steady eye on it, and when it was offered for

sale, he inspired the Catholic body to purchase it for a convent – a use for which it is admirably

adapted. The Loreto nuns dedicated the Convent to St. Michael, the great protector of the

Institute. The work of the nuns lies chiefly in their schools, of which they have two – a high school

and a flourishing primary school. All the Catholic children of the town attend, and the nuns are

often congratulated on the excellent material they have to work upon.”

The property consisted of a house and other buildings on about four acres of land. Dedicated to

St. Michael and the Holy Angels, the first liturgy held at what was to be called St. Michael's was

on St. Michael's Feast Day. The school began with 150 children - 100 primary and 50 secondary.
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Unusually for Loreto, the whole primary school was co-educational, due to the lack of availability

of an equivalent boys’ school in the area. The Victorian Merit Certificate examination became the

entrance qualification for the public High School (opened in 1916) so the boys had to stay at

primary school for seventh and eighth grades which meant that the nuns were teaching up to 14

year old boys. 

The nuns were never happy with this arrangement, nor, it would seem, in the parish owning the

property.  At the end of 1923 the school was handed over to the Good Samaritan Sisters.
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For more resources relating to Loreto’s Hamilton convent click HERE.

https://www.loreto.org.au/records/records-relating-to-loreto-hamilton/

