
It was traditional for monasteries and convents to have farmland attached so they could be

self-sufficient in food. The motherhouse in Rathfarnham had a farm to provide meat and

vegetables to the nuns and boarding students.

When the Sisters came to Ballarat in 1875, their 3 acre property in Sturt Street was not

large but did provide enough space for a vegetable garden, orchard and a horse paddock.

Outbuildings included a stable and a dairy. ‘Judy’s Paddock’ was the home of ‘Judy’, the

convent horse. This paddock space was to become the site of the 1887 St Joseph’s Wing.

In 1877 a block to the west was donated by the Bishop and this was to become the oval.

Crops were planted on this block, called ‘The Paddock’ but it was soon used for recreation

and games. 

Loreto Ballarat Farms

Cameos from the Archives

Loreto Abbey Rathfarnham flock



In 1877 a block to the west was donated by the Bishop and this was to become the oval.

Crops were planted on this block, called ‘The Paddock’ but it was soon used for recreation

and games. 

In 1878 there is a reference to grazing cows on the common, which was probably the

Ballarat Town Common; north of Ballarat towards Miners Rest. 

In 1887 Mother Gonzaga mentions visiting their pretty farm and by 1890, Mother Gonzaga

is sending lay Sisters in the cab to milk etc.  This was probably what was called ‘The

Monastery Land’, sold in 1902; perhaps near the Redemptorist Monastery. This land was

sold to help pay off the debt on the building of the Chapel.
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The windmill beside the

Novitiate building and Chapel

Outbuildings at Mary’s Mount

showing dairy and stables with

the Chapel behind

In 1904, 143 acres was purchased at Mount

Rowan, about 9 kilometres from Mary’s Mount.

This was hoped to save a couple of hundred

pounds a year by the production of milk, butter,

vegetables and fruit.

It was a regular excursion for the students to

walk to the farm.
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The Mount Rowan farm was never very productive and was sold in 1922, and 60 acres were

purchased in Howitt Street, Wendouree. This land was sold in 1933 to the Redemptorist

Fathers.

Loreto Convent Portland also had a farm, purchased in 1889, soon after its establishment.

Loreto Normanhurst, which was established in 1897 had much more space and farm

animals were kept up to the 1970s.
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"We are even now anticipating another five-mile walk to the farm, whither every

spring token entices us: green country lanes and paddocks dotted with wild flowers

; trees and hedges coming into tender leaf—and in the farm yard, sweet fluffy

chicks, ducklings, goslings and turkeys, not to mention shy, long-legged calves and

fat little bonneens [piglets]!"

- Eucalyptus Blossoms 1906

Student, Doreen Parer, at the Mount Rowan farm, where students would

walk from Mary’s Mount for a day’s outing, in 1918.
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Sr. Mercy Hubery feeding the chooks at Normanhurst, 1961

Mothers Stella Fleming and Cyril Allen with the Normanhurst calves, c.1955


