
A little parish primary school was built in the southeast corner of the grounds of Mary's

Mount (now Loreto College Ballarat) “to provide a school for the children living near the

Lake”. It operated for a fairly brief time and was closed by the time student, Lucy Kerley,

was at school in 1923. It then became a finishing school where the renowned teacher,

Mother Catherine Goddard, ‘Kate’, presided.

The building used for the school was purpose-built and a news item in "The Advocate", 1st

February 1908, reports on the opening –

Cameos from the Archives

A Pretty Structure: St Anne's

Parish Primary School

St. Anne’s Primary School can be seen beyond the Convent walls.

New Primary School

A new primary school, situated at Sturt-street West, in a portion of the Loreto Abbey grounds,

was opened on Tuesday morning. The new school is a pretty structure of brick. Interiorly, it is

divided by folding doors into two rooms, which are fitted with all the modern appliances for

teaching. His Lordship the Bishop, who alone has borne the expense of the building, gave

instructions to the architects, Messrs. Clegg and Miller, to construct a perfectly up-to-date

model school, and they have done their work well, It will be within easy reach of the children of

Wendouree and Alfredton, who up to this, owing to too great a distance from the other Catholic

primary schools of the parish, were compelled to go to State schools.



According to an article in the school magazine 'Loreto College’ 1978 by Sr.

Brenda Regan, the primary school took classes up to grade 4 and was run by

a senior nun assisted by novices. The school closed in the early 1920s and

became a finishing school and by the beginning of the 1930s, it was altered to

be used as the ‘Priest's Chalet’ for visiting priests. In 1941 the Mary's Mount

Kindergarten was opened. These pupils were the first large intake of day

students at Mary’s Mount. In 1962 an extension was added by the Fathers’

Club and the old Lodge, or Gatekeeper’s Cottage was demolished. The

Kindergarten closed in 1978. 
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A Pretty Structure: St. Anne's Parish Primary School

St. Anne’s Primary School can be seen in the bottom right hand corner of the Loreto site. The little

schoolyard backed onto the Cemetery. It is surrounded by vegetable gardens. According to Lucy

Kerley, in her day the carrots, turnips, spring onions and quinces were often purloined by boarders to

supplement their diet. A famous quince heist caused the priest to take confession to demand no more

‘quince confessions’. Lucy once took some spring onions and enjoyed them with a friend while sitting

on M. Gonzaga’s grave. This photograph was probably taken just before World War II. 
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In 2013 the original little primary school became the display gallery for the new

Loreto Archives Centre.

For more information about Loreto’s history, see the Archies section of our website HERE

A Pretty Structure: St. Anne's Parish Primary School

https://www.loreto.org.au/about-us/archives/

