
Loreto's Boys

Cameos from the Archives

Loreto’s focus has always been on the education

of girls, but kindergarten and lower primary aged

boys were also commonly included in the junior

schools, particularly in the day schools. Loreto

Kirribilli had boys from their foundation in 1908

until 1990 and Loreto Mandeville Hill Toorak had

their boys from the establishment in 1924, until

1975. Loreto Normanhurst had boys until the late

1970s. Similarly, Loreto Coorparoo and Loreto

Nedlands.

Mother Aluigi Bell describes Kirribilli’s kindergarten children in a letter dated 16 July 1953

“I wish you could see some of the midgets in the Kindergarten section – boys especially,

about the size of Tom Thumb, nearly falling backwards in their endeavour to march – erect,

heads up! Chest out! Stepping like soldiers. Dear me, they are funny!”

Loreto Toorak Mandeville Hall junior class.

Loreto Kirribilli boys, 1953 Loreto Normanhurst boys, 1975

Loreto Abbey Mary’s Mount in Ballarat first enrolled boys in the separate kindergarten which

opened in 1945, coinciding with the first cohort of day pupils. From kindergarten, they

progressed through the junior years up to Grade 2.
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The Sisters also taught boys in the parish primary schools, administered by Loreto from the

early days. In the Province Archives’ collection, we have some wonderful portraits of the

1888 students of St. Joseph’s Primary School, administered by Loreto since 1877.

Mary’s Mount Kindergarten Class, 1945.

(This building is now the Province Archives Centre.)
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Loreto’s school in Hamilton also taught boys from 1905-1923, but because of no alternative

school available, these boys had to complete their primary education with the nuns, which

was not the usual practice.

Loreto Convent Portland took boys as boarders. A separate school, St. Aloysius College,

was established for junior primary boys in 1906-1951. The boys were accommodated in

‘Seaview Cottage’.

Loreto's Boys

Portland boys, 1949

Loreto Nedlands is now a co-educational primary school.  Loreto Claremont in Perth

amalgamated with St. Louis’ and is now the co-educational John XXIII College and Portland

Convent has become the co-ed Bayview College.  


