
School Houses
The house system in schools was copied in part from the English public school

system, where houses were primarily boarding houses. These house divisions

served to provide an identity and collegiality within the larger school setting. 

Early Loreto schools had sodalities that provided similar student support but

were focused on spirituality, devotional rituals and behaviour. Houses provided

broader pastoral care and structure for music, sport and performance activities

and competition. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, some Loreto schools were divided into ‘teams’ named

for colours or saints’ names. However, it wasn’t until the 1960s and 1970s that

the more familiar house names appeared. Due to the shared history, many house

names are the same, with others reflecting local history.

In the Loreto schools in Australia, currently, the following house names are used:

ASTON
Loreto Normanhurst

A Day School at Randwick in

Sydney was established in 1892, first

at 'Selbourne' and subsequently to

a more suitable rented house,

'Aston Hall', in late 1892. 

 Unexpectedly 'Aston Hall' was

sold by its owners in 1901,

prompting the Sisters

to move  to the

North Shore of

Sydney, where

they eventually

moved to Kirribilli.



BARRY
Loreto College Ballarat, Loreto Normanhurst, Loreto Kirribilli, Loreto

College Marryatville, Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak, Loreto Nedlands,

Loreto College Coorparoo

 

Mary Barry was born in 1834 in Wexford, Ireland. After being

educated at the Loreto schools in Gorey and Rathfarnham, she

entered the IBVM at Gorey in 1853. Mother Gonzaga became

Superior at Gorey in 1848-1851 and Enniscorthy in 1872-1875. 

 

In response to an appeal by the Bishop of Ballarat, Dr

O’Connor, M. Gonzaga was asked to lead a mission to

Australia to begin a Loreto school in Ballarat. With nine

companions, Mother Gonzaga arrived in Melbourne in July 1875

and opened Loreto Abbey, Mary’s Mount, in September 1875.

 

Subsequent years saw the creation of Loreto foundations all

around Australia. Mother Gonzaga was deeply committed to

the liberal education of girls from kindergarten to tertiary

levels and the welfare of the Catholic community.
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CAMPION
John XXIII College

Saint Edmund Campion, S.J., (24 January 1540 – 1 December

1581) was an English Roman Catholic Jesuit priest and martyr.

While conducting an underground ministry in officially

Anglican England, Campion was arrested by priest hunters. 

 Convicted of high treason, he was hanged, drawn and

quartered at Tyburn. Campion was beatified by Pope

Leo XIII in 1886 and canonised in 1970 by Pope Paul

VI as one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales.

His feast is celebrated on 1 December.

John XXIII College is an amalgamation of the Jesuit 

founded St. Louis College and Loreto Claremont.



HEATON
Loreto Kirribilli

Mother Philomena Heaton was a student at Loreto

Randwick and later one of the first boarders at

Loreto Normanhurst. She entered the Novitiate at

Mary’s Mount, and after First Profession, was an

assistant teacher there in the sub-primary

department. In 1907 she was appointed to Loreto

Fernhill and was instrumental in obtaining

‘Elamang’, which is the site of Loreto Kirribilli. At

Kirribilli she held the posts of Mistress of House,

Prefect of Health, Care of the Grounds and

Assistant Sacristan and Care of the Boarders.

Her mother lived at Milson’s, the new convent.

Together with Mother Dorothea Walker, she was

responsible for the building of the beautiful

Chapel of Christ the King. She also established the

Past Pupils’ Association, including men whom

Mother Philomena had taught as boys. She was

greatly loved, and her name will always be

revered with affection and esteem by Loreto

Kirribilli past pupils.
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KENDELL
Loreto Normanhurst

Sister Evangeline Kendall was born Monica Cecilia in

Stawell in 1907. She was a pupil at Loreto Convent

Portland with her two sisters.  Here she gained her

lifelong love of art from her teacher, Mother Andrew

Bell.  She entered Loreto in 1927 after completing a

secretarial course. She trained as a primary teacher at

St. Joseph’s Training College. Mother Evangeline

taught at Sr. Peter Claver’s School in Adelaide and

then became Principal of the Marryatville Junior

School before being appointed Mistress of Junior

Schools at Adelaide Terrace and Osborne in Perth.

After short periods at Mary’s Mount in Ballarat,

Marryatville and Portland, she finally went to Loreto

Normanhurst, where she started a long association

with the school and the art world of Sydney. She was

Head of the Junior School and Mistress of the Junior

Boarders. 

 

In 1951 she was asked to also teach the Senior and

Leaving art classes. She expanded the Art

Department, bringing the best staff and specialist

teachers available. She designed a new art

department for Normanhurst and became involved

in the development of the state-wide art courses.
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KOOLYANGARRA
John XXIII College

‘Koolyangarra’ was the name of the innovative

Claremont Junior School. Koolyangarra is an

aboriginal word meaning meeting place of

happy children.



LORETO
John XXIII College

Loreto Convent Claremont and

St. Louis College amalgamated in

1977 to become John XXIII College.

KURING-GAI 
Loreto Normanhurst

Kuring-gai is the name of the traditional owners of the land on which Loreto

Normanhurst has been built.

LOYOLA
John XXIII College

St. Ignatius Loyola was the founder of

the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits.

John XXIII College is an amalgamation

of Loreto Claremont and St. Louis

College; a Jesuit founded school.
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MACKILLOP 
Bayview College

Saint Mary Mackillop was the founder of

the Josephite order in Australia. She

had a school in Portland, and her family

lived in the house that became Loreto

Convent Portland.

MCGRATH 
Loreto College Marryatville

Mother Emilian McGrath was born in Ireland in 1851

and entered in 1874. She came out to Australia in

1878 to join Mother Gonzaga Barry in Ballarat,

where she was Procurator, Librarian and Mistress

of House. She was briefly Superior of Portland,

then Principal of SS Peter & Paul’s South Melbourne,

Superior in Perth, before coming back to Ballarat as Sub

Mistress of Novices. She was appointed Superior of Norwood

in Adelaide around 1915 and was the second Superior at

Marryatville 1921-1929 after Mother Paul Cotter. She was

instrumental in the development of the site and the growth of

the school. Mother Emilian died in 1929 at Marryatville.
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MAYE  
Loreto Normanhurst

Annie Jane Maye was born in Ireland in 1900.  She

grew up on her family farm, the house filled with

company and music. She travelled on a troopship

with Mother Stanislaus Mulhall in 1919 and entered at

Loreto Abbey Ballarat in 1920. She was given the

religious name Kevin.

Sister Kevin joined the domestic staff at Mandeville

Hall Toorak for four years and was then sent to

Loreto Convent Normanhurst, where she spent the

next forty-five years caring for the boarders and

their dining room. She took a keen interest

in all their pursuits and provided birthday

breakfasts, special afternoon teas or

sickbed trays and match afternoon teas

for the sports teams.

MILSON 
Loreto Kirribilli

Loreto established a school in Sydney at Randwick in 1892.

Needing a new site and finding nothing available in

Randwick, Loreto crossed the Harbour to the

North Shore and established a new convent

in August 1901 at "Kanimbla" in Fitzroy

Street, Milson's Pt.

 

Lack of grounds made it necessary to move to

another property, "Fern Hill", in 1902.

In 1907 the larger "Elamang" was

purchased, the deposit paid by

Mrs Sarah Heaton, mother of Mother

Philomena Heaton. This property

had been the home of James Milson.
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MORNANE 
Loreto College Ballarat, Loreto Normanhurst, Loreto College

Marryatville, Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak, Loreto College

Coorparoo

The Mornane family were well-known to Mother Gonzaga

Barry as they greeted the Sisters on their arrival in Melbourne

on 19th July 1875. Their daughter, Anastasia Mornane or

Annie, was enrolled at Mary’s Mount in 1876.

 

Annie joined the Loreto Sisters in March 1879 at the age of

twenty-one, the first Australian Loreto past pupil to enter.

She was given the religious name of Joseph Stanislaus.

The family continued their support for Loreto with the

donation of the new Albert Road Convent in 1890.

 

Mother Stanislaus taught at Mary’s Mount, Dawson Street,

Melbourne primary schools, Hamilton, and was Superior at

Normanhurst and Kirribilli. 

 

Her special subjects were Mathematics and Religion.

She was gracious, kind and courteous and was known for her

candour, simplicity and directness. She encouraged students

to be women of good character with cultured minds and to

use their gifts with generosity and intelligence.
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MULHALL
Loreto College Ballarat, Loreto Normanhurst, Loreto College

Marryatville, Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak, Loreto College Coorparoo

One of thirteen children, Barbara Mulhall, was born

in Dublin and joined the Loreto Sisters in 1868. She

came to Australia in 1883 and established Mary’s

Mount’s first orchestra.

Mother Stanislaus became Novice Mistress in 1884

and was responsible for the training of new Sisters.

On the death of Mother Gonzaga Barry, Mother

Stanislaus became the second Australian

Provincial or leader. As Provincial, Mother

Stanislaus founded the University of Melbourne’s

St. Mary’s Hall (St. Mary’s College) in 1918.

In 1920 she enabled the purchase and

establishment of Loreto College Marryatville at

‘The Acacias’ property. She also initiated

investigations into purchasing the property in

Toorak, which was to become Loreto

Mandeville Hall

During her life, Mother Stanislaus prepared

and published teaching and spiritual exercises,

fostering the spirituality of the Loreto community.
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NESTOR
Loreto Nedlands

Monsignor James Nestor was a past parish

Priest of Holy Rosary Parish, Nedlands. 

 Monsignor Nestor celebrated liturgies and

visited the classes at Loreto Nedlands daily

for many years.

 

He was loved and well known among the

school community. Monsignor was the

inaugural Director of Catholic Education in

Western Australia.

ST. LOUIS
John XXIII College

St. Louis College was the name of the school

that was amalgamated with Loreto

Claremont to become John XXIII College.

Named for the Jesuit Saint, St. Louis.
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WARD
Loreto College BallaratLoreto Normanhurst, Loreto Kirribilli, Loreto College Marryatville,

Loreto Mandeville Hall Toorak, Loreto Nedlands, Loreto College Coorparoo, Bayview

College, John XXIII College

Mary Ward was born in Yorkshire in 1585 and lived in a time of great social

upheaval and repression of the Catholic Church. She founded a school with her

companions at St. Omer in the Netherlands in 1610, and foundations followed in

England and Europe.

They aimed to actively support education and welfare in the community within

their religious order under the leadership of a female superior.  

This model, based on the Jesuit model,

was unpopular with the Catholic

Church at a time when enclosure

for women religious was the norm.

This disapproval culminated in a

Papal Bull of Suppression in 1631

and Mary Ward’s arrest and brief

imprisonment.

Mary Ward died in England

in 1645, but her Institute survived

and has spread worldwide with

work in education, social welfare

and justice.


