
Davina Francoise
Davina Francoise is a citizen of Mauritius where she graduated with a Bachelor of
Applied Science (Divinity). She was subsequently employed by the Sisters of
Good and Perpetual Succour as Director of Ministry and Projects. In this role she
conducted formation on the Congregation’s charism, as well as retreats and
reflection days for lay collaborators. Ad well, she was responsible in the parish
and diocese for a Group 40 formation program for young adults. She came to
Australia to undertake formation at Master level in Spiritual Direction.

Bernadette Ho
Bernadette Ho is currently employed as a Diocesan Pastoral Formation
Facilitator. She held previous leadership roles in her parish, as well as volunteering
with Lifeline and Raise mentoring. Bernadette is undertaking a Masters Degree in
Theological Studies, while balancing work and family commitments as a single
parent of five children ranging in ages 19-10. She writes: “I have a heart and desire
to bring Christ’s love to those in need, particularly in caring for the poor and
vulnerable.” She believes in the pivotal role of promoting the dignity and role of
women in church leadership.  

Alexandra Wilde
Alexandra Wilde holds a Master of Nursing (Palliative Care), Graduate Diploma in
Pastoral Care, and four units of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). She currently is
undertaking studies toward a Master of Arts (Pastoral Care). In her role as
Pastoral Practitioner in a Catholic Hospital, she is part of a team responsible for
the pastoral, spiritual and emotional care and support of inpatients, staff and
relatives across the settings of acute care, rehabilitation, palliative care and aged
care. Previous roles were predominantly in Palliative Care. She aspires to embody
in her role the values of honesty, caring, compassion, integrity, dignity and
respect. 

MARY WARD GRANT
RECIPIENTS 2022
The Mary Ward Grant Committee, on behalf of the Loreto Sisters, is pleased to announce the recipients of
the Mary Ward Grant for 2022. True to the vision of Mary Ward and her belief in the pivotal role of women in
leadership, the Loreto Sisters established the Mary Ward Grant in the year 2000 to support specialist and
postgraduate study in theology, spirituality and pastoral ministry.

This year’s successful recipients are:

Leah Ashman
Leah Ashman holds a Bachelor of Applied Social Science (Youth Work) and a
previous qualification as a Horse Riding Instructor and Trail Guide. She has
worked in this area with young people ages 10-18. Leah is undertaking formation
in spiritual direction and plans to incorporate equine activities into spiritual
direction in a similar way that art and movement are used to explore God’s
working in one’s life. Her focus is to support young people with a disability or who
have mental health issues or who are experiencing hardship.


