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Background

The Loreto Justice Network (LJN) brings together members from across Loreto Australia & South
East Asia to inform and animate our collective Province commitment to social justice.

The Loreto Justice Network is inspired by the words of Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ to view matters
of justice through the lens of ‘integral ecology’, understanding that “everything in creation is
interconnected” (LS’ 138). Pope Francis’ call to take part in a “new dialogue about how we are shaping
the future of our planet” (LS’ 14) underpins our desire to live out our call as Loreto people who seek
truth and do justice across our ministries.

The Loreto Justice Network focuses on five Province Justice Priorities:
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The key methods of our approach are awareness raising, advocacy and action, underpinned by our
spiritual tools of reflection and discernment.

In the spirit of our Mary Ward Charism and responding to the urgent appeal of Laudato Si’, the
Loreto Justice Network strongly encourages all Loreto Australia & South East Asia communities
to commit to joining the Mary Ward Network and the Catholic community in response to Pope
Francis' appeal to participate in a seven-year journey towards sustainability and integral
ecology. Such commitment marks a willingness to integrate each of the seven goals of Laudato
Si’ into our life and ministries. Responding to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor is a
Loreto priority: the Loreto Justice Network encourages all Loreto Australia & South East Asia
communities to demonstrate their commitment to our common home by practicing ecological
conversion and living sustainably.
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Reflection

We encourage each person in the Loreto network to join with the global Mary Ward network in
urgent action to protect our common home; to network and collaborate as stewards in the care of
creation, each according to his/her own culture, experience involvements and talents (LS’ 14). It is
not envisioned that responses will be uniform; on the contrary, responses must reflect our diversity.
Action to answer the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor must discern the signs of the times
and creatively answer the needs around us.

Action

Response to the Cry of the Earth

Our Mother Earth "cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible
use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her” (LS’ 2)

We aim to discern the signs of the times and respond in a timely manner to significantly reduce our
impact on the natural world.

We continue to choose ecologically sustainable modes of meeting and working collaboratively.

We encourage supporters of our network to reflect and discern how they can adopt sustainable
work practices respecting natural resources.

We affirm positive initiatives that reduce fossil fuels, promote and protect biodiversity and enable
access to clean water.

We challenge supporters of our network to recover ecological sensitivity.

We advocate for ecological justice through the provision of resources that promote action and
prayer in support of the environment.

Response to the Cry of the Poor

“Be kind and merciful towards the poor and do not call them beggars.” Mary Ward

We continue to combat stereotyping by developing relationships with refugees, asylum seekers
and First Nations peoples.

We encourage the promotion of a culture of encounter and openness.

Loreto Justice Network

www.loreto.org.au/justice

Loreto.Justice.Network@loreto.org.au




LORETO
JUSTICE
NETWORK

We affirm the human dignity of all people.

We challenge the members of our Loreto network to walk in solidarity with, and collaboratively
advocate for, marginalised people by giving time, money and care.

We advocate for political, legal and social change that protects and dignifies those on the margins.

Ecological Economics

“[E]very person ought to have the awareness that purchasing is always a moral - and not simply an
economic - act.” (Pope Francis, 1/1/2015)

We aim to inspire individuals and groups within our network to examine their power as consumers
in line with a personal commitment to ecological economics.

We continue to promote ways the Loreto network can prioritise ethical investments and
procurement policies.

We encourage the Loreto network to uphold the principles of ecological economics in its decision
making and commitment to resourcing, as outlined in the Laudato Si’ goals.

We affirm the commitment of our schools and network to sustainable business practices in their
decision-making and planning.

We challenge members of our network to make courageous financial and economic decisions,
placing the common good of our earth at the centre of our thinking and acting.

We advocate for the rights and dignity of workers, the use of sustainable resources and
engagement in long-term planning to transform our economic decision-making.

Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles

“A change in lifestyle could bring healthy pressure to bear on those who wield political, economic
and social power. This is what consumer movements accomplish by boycotting certain products.”
(LS’ 206)

We aim to make our homes and places of work more sustainable.

We continue to provide support and ideas for sustainable living.
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We encourage our Loreto network to monitor their consumption, use of aeroplanes and
combustion engine cars, and to cut down food waste, packaging, clothing, and electrical goods.

We affirm the efforts of our ministries to introduce a range of practical measures which enable us
to live sustainably.

We challenge all individuals to assess their lifestyles and make decisive changes in how they use
resources (including energy resources), consume goods, and deal with waste.

We advocate for wider use of fair-trade goods, better labelling in supermarkets, the adoption of
sustainable clothing, commitment to goods certified as free from child or exploitative labour, and
fair taxation of fuel and mining companies.

Ecological Education

“Environmental education should facilitate making the leap towards the transcendent which gives
ecological ethics its deepest meaning.” (LS’ 210)

We aim to live out the directions of the Mary Ward Schools Compass in its commitment to forming
active global citizens, particularly recognising the interconnectedness of all things.

We continue to support and promote the work of our schools, MWIA and broader educational
settings in their commitment to ecological education.

We encourage members of our network to deepen their integral ecological understanding by
undertaking their own reading, listening, viewing and questioning.

We affirm the work of our schools in providing the information and skills needed to form citizens
committed to living sustainably and enabling experiences necessary for the formation of hearts that
work for ecological justice.

We challenge our network to work towards greater equity of access to education for all young
people across the four countries of Loreto Australia & South East Asia.

We advocate for the students in our network and their right to a future where the climate and
environment are protected and valued.
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Ecological Spirituality

As Mary Ward people we reflect on the freedom to refer all to God, to seek God in the ordinary and
to find ways to reflect on the wholeness of life, and commit ourselves to ecological spirituality across
Loreto Australia & South East Asia.

We aim to support our network through the development of creation-centred prayers, retreats, and
formation resources and experiences.

We continue to provide, on the Loreto Province of Australia and South East Asia website, examples
of prayer and reflection that are creation centred.

We encourage our network to celebrate the Season of Creation and Laudato Si’ Week.

We affirm the work of our communities in their teaching of the sacramentality of creation, the
responsibility of stewardship highlighted in Catholic Social Teaching, and the insights of Laudato Si'.

We challenge all members of the Loreto network to take time away from electronic devices and
enjoy the beauty of creation.

We advocate for the incorporation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge of creation
into our communities and further learning about First Nations spirituality.
Community Resilience and Empowerment

“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her
own culture, experience, involvements and talents (LS’ 14)

We aim to harness the collective power of the Loreto network and inspire its members to create
hope for the future of our shared world.

We encourage Loreto communities, as consumers, to place pressure on companies that do not
ensure human and social rights or provide environmental protection.

We affirm the capacity of individuals and communities to effect measurable change that responds
to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.

We challenge Loreto communities to create regular times for reflection to assess their commitment
to working for ecological justice.

We advocate taking dedicated action to care for “this home which has been entrusted to us” (LS’
244).
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