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A Picture is worth a thousand words



Welcome to our 2025 newsletter.

IBVM and CJ archivists form a global network.  We strive to support Mary Ward
values by securing the history of the order and providing resources to the
sisters, the wider IBVM/CJ community and beyond.

Once a year the IBVM archivists formally share a little of our collections, by each
contributing an item of interest.

This year we have chosen images which we share in this scrapbook to give just a
glimpse of our rich heritage.

Also, this year, we include a contribution from one of our CJ colleagues in
recognition of the emergence of  ‘Becoming One’.   

                                                                  



From our Institute collection, we have chosen one of the many
photographs taken by M. Michael Corcoran IBVM, Superior General,
during her visit to Assansol, India, in 1903.

She wrote of the photograph -

“The nuns borrowed an elephant that we might see it. I have the letter of the
owner to show you. His name is Prince Piaray. The elephant interested me
much, and the children got several rides on it round the convent grounds….I
have a fairly good one (photograph) of the elephant, with a nun, M.
Philomena
[de Dombal], on it.”

Áine McHugh
Institute and Irish Province Archivist
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The image that we selected from the Irish Province collection is a
photograph of  pupils from Leeson Lane National School, Dublin City, at
the regular Attendance Party in the grounds of Loreto Abbey
Rathfarnham, c.1902-1906.  

Leeson Lane National School was established in Dublin City Centre in
1853 catering for the children living, often in poverty, in local tenements. 

In order to encourage good attendance, pupils who attended school
regularly were treated each summer to a day in Loreto Abbey
Rathfarnham, where the Sisters organised games, picnics and treats,
including games with the convent dog!

Áine McHugh
Institute and Irish Province Archivist
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The joy of service and meeting challenges with a smile.

We have chosen this photo of Sr. Ursula Darcy, from the Archives of
South Asia, negotiating traffic in Bombay (Mumbai) whilst taking Holy
Communion to the sick.

Loreto Convent School Bombay functioned under the Loreto sisters from
1968 to 2000.  In its short life of 32 years Sr. Ursula served as Principal
for a total of 26 years, overseeing the start and the handing over of
Loreto’s second venture in Bombay city. 

The Loreto South Asia Province Archive Team 
Marilla D'Souza, IBVM, Archive Director
Nilina Deb Lal, PhD, Archivist
Matilda Lakra, IBVM, Assistant Archivist



From our Archives in Mauritius we share this image made using the
pyrography technique, which is the art of decorating wood with burn
marks.

The piece was made and designed especially for the celebration organised
by ex students of Loreto girls, all of them being 70 years old now. 

Values of Mary Ward are engraved on the frame;  values with which
students were inculcated during their school days in Loreto schools,
building their lives on those values and passing them to new generations.

Past, today and to-morrow... keeping values of Mary Ward alive.

Orane Fabien
Librarian and Archivist Loreto Mauritius
Sandra Bauda
Sr. Jacqueline IBVM
Loreto Archives, Mauritius
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This image of the Sisters attending the Roman Congress in1900, is from the
Canadian Archives.

Included are Mother Evangelista O'Sullivan (top row, 2nd from left) Mother
Loyola Byron (top row, right), Rev. Mother Ignatia Lynn (bottom row, centre) 
No names are documented for the others in the picture.

The Roman Congress was one of the many steps taken 125 years ago on the
long journey to Becoming One. 

From ‘Notes on Roman Congress’, 1900 -

"The English Nuns of York and representatives of Munich Germany and Austria and
Prussia Germany and America, all of which were separate Generalates, met in
Rome. [...] The point at issue in the Roman Congress in the year 1900 was on the
part of some to have a re-union of the various branches of the I.B.V.M."

Voting members at the Congress included: 
Rev. M. Michael Corcoran, M. Teresa Ball [Ireland], Rev. M. Ignatia Lynn, M.
Loyola Byron [Americas (Canada)], Rev. M. Gonzaga Barry, M. Berchmans
Stafford (Australia), M. Isabelle, Sister Winifred Butler (Nymphenburg), M.
Thaddea, M. Marcella [Maifence (?)], Rev. M. Josefa Castigliano, M. Gonzaga (St.
Polten), Rev. M. Virgina (?), Rev. M. Magdalen, Sr. M. Teresa (Rome), Rev. M.
Francis Pope, M. Loyola Giles (York), M. Stanislaus Murphy (Spain). 

Michelle Pariag
Archivist, Loretto Sisters Canadian Region
Robert Little
Assistant Archivist
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From the English Province we present ‘Sister Gaudete’.

This doll was dressed by a Sister of Loreto Convent, Manchester, about
the year 1900, for the meeting in Rome at which amalgamation with York
and Germany was to be discussed. 

‘Sister Gaudete’ was to be sent to model the habit and accessories worn
by the Sisters of Loreto Convent, Manchester at that time.

She is authentically dressed, even to the detail of her check
handkerchief.  All of her clothes were handmade as was the custom
then. 

Clare Walsh 
English Province Archivist 
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From the the Australian collection, we have chosen a painting of the
entrance to the first Loreto convent and school in Australia, which
seemed appropriate as our 150th Anniversary is celebrated this year.

This watercolour of the entrance to Loreto Abbey Mary’s Mount, was
painted by Mother Catherine Goddard and given to a past pupil, Noela
Newton, as an engagement present around 1930.

Having been stored for many years and then regifted to various people,
the painting finally found its way back home to Ballarat.

Robin Scott,
Province Archivist, Loreto Australia & South East AsiaA

us
tra

lia
 es

t. 1
875



From the South African Province, we have a scrapbook, recording not
just an ending, but a beginning.

In June 1991, the Loreto Mission in Glen Cowie came to an end, and in
February 1992, Srs Linda Prest, Marian Moriarty and Eileen Gallagher set
off for a new mission in Kwaguqa, in the Witbank diocese. 

Áine McHugh
Institute and Irish Province Archivist
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From the Archives of USA we have a charming drawing dating from the
late 1930s and created by Woodlawn Academy student, Joan
Harkenrider.

A Chicago native, Joan entered the IBVM in 1948 and took the name of
Dorothea. 

Just one of the many small treasures held in the archives, materials like
this provide insight into the life of a Loretto student and the talents of a
future sister.

Kevin Korst
Archivist USA
Sr. Betty Crotty IBVM
Archivist USA
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From the Spanish archival collection we have chosen a photograph of
the "Irlandesas" nuns in the Summer of 1964.  

The sisters were invited to visit the American Base in Rota, Spain, in
gratitude for giving catechesis on Sundays to the children of the
soldiers stationed there. 

Several photos were taken with the Captain of the base and the
planes.

Maria Velazquez, 
Archivist, Spain
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In memory of a dear colleague and archivist of the East African Province,
Sr. Nuala Brangan RIP, we have selected an image originally submitted for
the 2012 IBVM Archivists’ Magazine.

In October 1921, six pioneers gathered in Msongari to begin the new IBVM
foundation in Eastern Africa; a new venture in cross-province missioning,
with Sisters drawn from Australia, India, Ireland and South Africa provinces. 

This photograph captures the Sisters as they embark on this new venture.

Submitted by Sr. Stephanie O'Brien IBVM, then Eastern African archivist, IBVM
Archivists’ Newsletter 2012. E
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New Starts in 'Loving Trust' - the Peru Mission

Forty-three years ago in October 1981, the new mission in Peru began, with
the arrival of seven Sisters from the Spanish province, in Chiclayo and
Lamud.  The images selected record these beginnings.

Myriam Yabara, Spanish Provincial, accompanied the first group, remaining
with them for a month.

The wider Institute waited with interest for news of this new mission, and in
November 1981, Myriam Yabara issued a newsletter summarising the start of
this new mission. 

The "beginning in Lamud has been difficult in every way, and the sisters are
experiencing total detachment, not only from family and country, but even from
the minimum of comfort....."

Agnes Walsh, Superior General wrote after visitation in 1983, "It was a great
joy......this first year and a half has called for great endurance and
generosity.....Our IBVM pioneers in Peru have gone "afar" with some loving trust
in Christ as Mother Teresa Ball's first missionaries to India. And for all the 140
years that come between, their circumstances are very similar."

Áine McHugh
Institute and Irish Province Archivist
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From our CJ Middle European Archives we have selected this image of CJ sisters
doing a Carnival performance in Korea 1994; part of the celebrations to mark
30 years of the CJ foundation in Korea by the province of Munich-
Nymphenburg. 

Sisters from Nymphenburg were present at the celebration: Sr. Meinrada
Riedel IBMV*, Provincial and Sr. Anna Resch IBMV, a former missionary Sister
from Germany. For this reason, the image came to Germany.

The original of this image had been a slide. It has been digitalized by
Prof. Nataliia Pipchenko and her mother Sophia, two holders of a
residency fellowship, offered by the EMMAUS living project, which was
established in 2020 by CJ presence in Munich Nymphenburg and led by Sr.
Britta Müller-Schauenburg CJ. 

The project hosted international - mostly female - students and academics in
need, who empowered the Archives with their knowledge and attention. The
two had come as refugees from Ukraine.

*prior to the change of Institute name to Congregatio Jesu

Sr. Dr. Britta Müller-Schauenburg CJ
Archive of the Congregatio Jesu Middle European Province
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Our Archivists

Institute and Irish Province 
Áine McHugh
Address: IBVM, Institute & Irish Province Archives
55 St Stephen's Green
Dublin 02
Ireland
Phone: +353 1 662 0158
Email: archives@loreto.ie
Website: https://loreto.ie/history/loreto-archives/
Open: Monday - Wednesday, 09am - 17pm
Thursday, 09am - 12.45pm

Australia & South East Asia
Robin Scott
Address: Loreto Archives Centre
1600 Sturt Street
Ballarat VIC 3350
Australia
Phone: +61 3 8832 0423
Email: robin.scott@loreto.org.au
Website: www.loreto.org.au
Open: Monday – Friday, 08am - 16pm

Canada
Michelle Pariag
Robert Little
Address: 830 Bathurst St
Toronto, ON M5R 3G1
Telephone number: + 1(647) 739-7676
Email: lorettoarchives@gmail.com
Open: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm (ET)

England
Clare Walsh
Email: loretoenglishprovincearchive@aol.co.uk
Open: 4 days a month

mailto:archives@loreto.ie
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://loreto.ie/history/loreto-archives/___.Y3A0YTpsb3JldG86YzpvOmU3M2E3ZDY5OWMyMjQ3MGY3MTc0MTZkYTIyYWVhMThjOjY6ZTlhODpiOGI1OTkwNmJkYmVjZWY1N2FkOTRmODViZjM5NzY0ZTZmNGRjNzA4YTQ0NjNlOWVmN2UwNDUyZWU1NmYyYTM1OnA6VDpO
mailto:archives@loreto.ie
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___http://www.loreto.org.au/___.Y3A0YTpsb3JldG86YzpvOmU3M2E3ZDY5OWMyMjQ3MGY3MTc0MTZkYTIyYWVhMThjOjY6MGUyOTpjM2M1MDgxN2VlMWRiYTg4YjgwZWIwMjVlYTk0MDVhZThkMDE2MTg2MTU0NGYwNjhiODNiMTE4NjUwNWI4N2VhOnA6VDpO
mailto:lorettoarchives@gmail.com
mailto:loretoenglishprovincearchive@aol.co.uk


India & South Asia
Marilla D’Souza IBVM
Nilina Deb Lal
Matilda Lakra IBVM
Address: Loreto House
7 Middleton Row
Kolkata -700071
India
Email: archivistsa@loreto.in
Open: Two days in the week (flexible) but available on email all
days.

Mauritius
Orane Fabien
Sandra Bauda
Address: 30, Commerford Street Mauritius
Phone: +2306753414
Email: marie.lorarch19@gmail.com
Open: Wednesday

Spain
María Velázquez,
Address: Residencia de las Monjas. Calle de la Begonia, 275, 28109
Alcobendas, Madrid
Phone: +34 916504062
Email: archivospain@gmail.com
Open: Mondays 15.30-20.30

USA
Kevin Korst
Betty Crotty IBVM
Email: archives@ibvm.us
kkorst@ibvm.us
Website: https://hub.catalogit.app/5732
Open: Monday – Thursday 07am - 3pm CT

CJ Middle European Province
Archive of the Congregatio Jesu Middle European Province
 Str. 11, 80638 Munich
Website: https://www.congregatiojesu.de/gemeinschaft-1/unsere-geschichte/archiv-der-
congregatio-jesu
Phone: +49 (0)89 21 25 63 94
Email: archiv@congregatiojesu.de 
Open: Monday - Friday (appointment by arrangement)

mailto:loretosa.archive@gmail.com
mailto:marie.lorach19@gmail.com
mailto:archivospain@gmail.com
mailto:archives@ibvm.us
mailto:kkorst@ibvm.us
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://hub.catalogit.app/5732___.Y3A0YTpsb3JldG86YzpvOmU3M2E3ZDY5OWMyMjQ3MGY3MTc0MTZkYTIyYWVhMThjOjY6ODQ3MzpkODA5YWI2ODZhNDIyZjkzYzE0MmY4N2JhNjdhMWFlYTRmMjM4YjRmN2I0YWNhMDRmZWRlZGYxYTM2NjM4Y2EwOnA6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://www.congregatiojesu.de/gemeinschaft-1/unsere-geschichte/archiv-der-congregatio-jesu___.Y3A0YTpsb3JldG86YzpvOmU3M2E3ZDY5OWMyMjQ3MGY3MTc0MTZkYTIyYWVhMThjOjY6ZWIyNjpiMTkwYjBlZTlmZjZmZDcyNmI1MDVlOTEyMGQ2NDM1NGUwMzA1OTg1YzFhZjMyOTU4N2U1NWE5M2Q2NzIwYTYyOnA6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://www.congregatiojesu.de/gemeinschaft-1/unsere-geschichte/archiv-der-congregatio-jesu___.Y3A0YTpsb3JldG86YzpvOmU3M2E3ZDY5OWMyMjQ3MGY3MTc0MTZkYTIyYWVhMThjOjY6ZWIyNjpiMTkwYjBlZTlmZjZmZDcyNmI1MDVlOTEyMGQ2NDM1NGUwMzA1OTg1YzFhZjMyOTU4N2U1NWE5M2Q2NzIwYTYyOnA6VDpO
mailto:archiv@congregatiojesu.de
mailto:archiv@congregatiojesu.de

